
The 2020 Midyear Meeting, held at The Inn at Spanish Bay 
in Pebble Beach, California last month, was a huge success 
with extremely relevant CLE offerings and lots of great 
social and networking act ivit ies. Thank you to the 
Planning Team, CLE Steering Committee, and our 
sponsors SEA, Ltd., Exponent, MRC, Berkeley Research 
Group, LLC, Lighthouse eDiscovery, and Baker Tilly for all 
of their work and support. Scroll through the photo gallery 
above for a peek into the meeting.

Asian Regional Meet ing ? September 26, 2019 ? Seoul, 
Korea
The Asian Regional Meeting was a breakfast held during the 
IBA meeting. Members enjoyed catching up and promised to 
meet again in Pebble Beach and especially in Chicago for the 
Centennial event. Thank you to our sponsors and our Host 
Tony Kang.

São Paulo/Miami Regional Meet ing ? September 27, 
2019 ? São Paulo, Brazil and Miami, Florida USA
The IADC held its first  dual-locat ion Regional Meeting. 
Part icipants were welcomed in São Paulo and Miami to 
attend internat ional ADR panels, both in their locat ion and 
live-streamed from the other city! Thank you to our sponsors 
and our Meeting Hosts Baraldi Mariani Advogados, Inglez 
Werneck Ramos Cury Francolin Advogados, and Clarke 
Silverglate, P.A. for making this meeting a success.

READ MORE REGIONAL MEETING RECAPS

Regional Meet ing Recaps
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President 's Message
During the Midyear Meeting Opening Session, I introduced some 
excit ing changes and updates in the ways we communicate with you 
and provide member benefits. 

The IADC Board has invested significant resources in upgrading and 
replacing technologies we ut ilize to connect with you, and connect you 
with one another. The IADC staff has been invaluable in bringing this 
vision together.

We have given our website a complete overhaul, replaced the outdated 
listservs with a new Communit ies platform, and replaced both the 
IADC and IADC meeting mobi websites with one "365" IADC Law app.

Website (www.iadclaw.org)

The goal of the refresh was to improve and opt imize the member user experience. The 
new site has all the same great content from the original site but it  has been organized 
with your ease of use in mind. The most used information, like event details, DCJ art icles, 
and membership requirements are publicly accessible and easy to find. The website is 
also responsively designed, making it  easy to use from any device.

IADC Law "365" Mobile App (search "IADC Law" in your app store or click here from 
your mobile device to download)

The brand-new mobile app gives you "365" access to the IADC, with quick links to our 
most popular content. You can use the app with or without logging in - that means 
spouses/guests/families/children can download the app and use it  for meetings-related 
information. Members who log in (with your IADC website login credentials) get the full 
app experience and gain access to members only information. Event information is 
invaluable onsite at a meeting. (I used it  the ent ire t ime while at the Midyear Meeting and 
loved it !) You can view the meeting schedule, create a personalized CLE schedule that 
you can save to your calendar, view meeting room map, attendee list , dining 
recommendations, and much more.

Communit ies (www.communit ies.iadclaw.org or access it  from the IADC website or 
IADC Law app)

This forum platform completely replaces and upgrades listservs and Committee pages. It  
will allow you to collaborate and engage more easily with other members. Every 
Committee has its own Community - if you are a member of a Committee you are 
automatically part  of the online Community. You have access to forums, announcements, 
resources, Committee leadership, and Committee lists. This will be great for cohesive 
communicat ion amongst your Committee members.

I hope you download, log on, and access these new and improved member benefits. If you 
have feedback or quest ions, please email our Director of Communicat ions, Ashley 
Hatfield, at ahatfield@iadclaw.org.

Amy Sherry 
Fischer

www.iadclaw.org
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IADC Meet ings and the Coronavirus
We have been educat ing ourselves on the coronavirus (COVID-19) and 
learning how to respond and plan in the best interests of our meeting 
attendees and those planning the excellent content and speaking at our 
events. We are monitoring closely any health advice and requirements as 
out lined by the Center for Disease Control and Prevent ion (CDC), World 
Health Organizat ion (WHO), and our local government health 
departments.

With regard to our Regional Meetings, if there is a government 
requirement to cancel we will do so. Absent that instruct ion, we are 
deferring to the hosts planning the meetings as to whether they wish to 
proceed based on the current local environment. Our hosts in Singapore 
and Dublin have determined it  would be best to postpone at this t ime, so 
we will work with them to reschedule at a later date. At present, all other 

Regional Meetings are cont inuing as planned. If there is a change or cancellat ion, we will 
not ify members through emails, our website, and social media.

With regard to our larger meetings, we will approach each based on locat ion and government 
health recommendations and cont inuously evaluate for any changes. Our goal is to be 
thoughtful and deliberate and ensure we keep every opportunity open to have these 
wonderful meetings while doing what is safe and right for the membership, meeting attendees 
and general public.

For the Corporate Counsel College, which is April 16-17 in Chicago, we are proceeding as 
planned. Registrat ions cont inue to come in, and there are no travel or large group meeting 
warnings at this t ime for the area. We are looking forward to a very strong program put 
together by the Dean, John T. Lay, Jr., and his ent ire advisory board.

That said, we do know that a few companies have issued restrict ions on non-essent ial t ravel, 
and some attendees might not be allowed to travel or feel comfortable traveling at this t ime. 
Because of these unique circumstances, the IADC is relaxing its cancellat ion policy for the 
Corporate Counsel College. If you need to cancel your registrat ion anyt ime between now and 
the meeting, you only need to email the IADC (email Mary Beth Kurzak 
(mkurzak@iadclaw.org) and Maria Juarez (mjuarez@iadclaw.org)) and let us know you need to 
cancel, and you can choose whether to get a full refund or have the full amount in a future 
meeting credit  for any IADC meeting in the next year. We are waiving the $150 cancellat ion 
fee. If you are an outside counsel and your in-house client needs to cancel, you can st ill come 
to the College, and we will refund or give you a future meeting credit  for the in-house client 
port ion of your registrat ion.

As noted above, if there should be any change to the status of the meeting, we will let  
at tendees and the members know by email, our website, and social media. We also will be 
monitoring our other meetings that are in May, June, and July and will cont inue to keep you 
informed if there are changes or cancellat ions.

If you have quest ions or concerns, please contact Mary Beth Kurzak, Execut ive Director, at  
mkurzak@iadclaw.org.

Amy Sherry 
Fischer

www.iadclaw.org
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As we celebrate our Centennial in 2020, we invite every single member to act ively 
part icipate in the Associat ion. There are so many ways you can do that.

- Look at our upcoming event schedule, including our educational conferences, 
complimentary Webinars, and free Regional Meetings that allow you to network 
closer to home.

- Get involved in our 25+ Committees. Attend your Committee's monthly conference 
calls, write Committee Newsletters or Defense Counsel Journal articles, be a speaker 
for one of our CLE programs or podcasts, or work on special Committee-based 
projects.

- Access member resources (found within this Docket and on the IADC website). These 
include past Webinar materials, podcasts, Defense Counsel Journal articles, 
Committee Newsletters, Quick Reference Guides, and the Defense Counsel Training 
Manual.

- Think IADC First to your highly-regarded peers if an opportunity arises to refer 
business.

- Connect with new members. After a meeting, reach out to someone you just met. 
Become an IADC Ambassador and help members find their place in the IADC. To 
become an Ambassador, contact T.C. Bastin at tbastin@iadclaw.org.

- Get social! Connect with us and each other through Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, 
Instagram, and YouTube. Make sure and tag us and use our hashtags - @IADCLaw 
#IADC100 #iadcmeetings

- Nominate and sponsor potential members. We want to make sure going into our 
Centennial that we have the very best in our ranks.

- Submit your photos or memories of the IADC easily online. 

Celebrat ing 100 Years

Click the above video to take a peek into our 100-year history.
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In addition to engaging with the Association and attending our events, there are 
additional ways you can support our Centennial this year.

IADC Centennial Sponsorship
The IADC is planning a lot  of special act ivit ies for our Centennial celebrat ion. This included a 
very special coffee table book that is a wonderful, colorful, and comprehensive review of the 
IADC?s first  100 years. A copy of this 300+ page book was sent for free to each current IADC 
member. The IADC Centennial Committee also put together a couple of videos to 
commemorate this special occasion (one of which is on the previous page). In addit ion, we 
are working to make sure we have extra special Regional Meetings and Midyear and Annual 
Meetings so we can celebrate the camaraderie and friendship that make the IADC so unique.

If you and/or your company or firm are interested in helping defray some of these 
celebrat ion costs, please consider a Centennial sponsorship. IADC Centennial sponsorships 
are $250 for an individual and $1,000 for a firm or company. All Centennial sponsors will be 
listed and thanked for their support on the IADC website and in the Annual Meeting 
materials.

To be a Centennial sponsor, you can do so online or by filling out this form and mailing it  
(Attent ion: Mary Beth Kurzak, IADC, 303 West Madison Street, Suite 925, Chicago, Illinois 
60606) or faxing (+1.312.368.1854) it  to the IADC with payment.

The IADC is a 501(c)(6) and dues or other payments are not deductible as a charitable contribution 
for income tax purposes, but may be deductible as a business expense. Please consult your tax 
advisor.

IADC Foundat ion Centennial Fundraising Campaign
The Foundation of the IADC has many significant projects to help support the rule of law. 
(See opposite side of this flyer for more information.) The Foundation Board would like to 
provide at least $100,000 in grants in 2020 to honor of the IADC?s Centennial year. To help 
support its work, consider making a charitable contribut ion to The Foundation of the IADC 
with either a $100 or $1,000 contribut ion. Those who donate $1,000 will be part  of the 
President?s Circle of Fellows, and all donors will be recognized online and in a donor list  
distributed at the Annual Meeting.

To contribute, you can do so online or by filling out this form and mailing it  (Attent ion: Mary 
Beth Kurzak, IADC, 303 West Madison Street, Suite 925, Chicago, Illinois 60606) or faxing 
(+1.312.368.1854) it  to the IADC with payment.

The Foundation of the IADC is a 501(c)(3) organization whose purpose is education. Donations to 
the IADC Foundation are eligible for charitable tax deductions under the extent of the law.

Thank you for your cont inued support of the IADC and IADC Foundation!

Support  and Celebrate IADC's 100 Years
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The Foundation Board is looking to expand its support of established projects and 
organizat ions that support the rule of law. In part icular, it  is looking to provide grants outside 
the United States. If you volunteer or support a project that the Foundation Board should 
consider, please forward information on it  to Execut ive Director Mary Beth Kurzak by email 
her at mkurzak@iadclaw.org. Also, the Foundation Board is start ing to consider possible 
Foundation Forum speakers for February 2021. If you have ideas of individuals you would like 
to hear at the 2021 Midyear Meeting, please forward them to Mary Beth as well.

*

The Foundation Board elected its new officers at the Midyear Meeting. Congratulat ions to:

Foundat ion President
Daniela Karollus-Bruner, CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz Rechtsanwalte GmbH, Vienna, Austria

Foundat ion Vice President
Alex J. Hagan, Ellis & Winters LLP, Raleigh, NC USA

Foundat ion Secretary-Treasurer
Alba Arriaga Romano, Riley, Hewit t , Wit te & Romano, P.C., Pit tsburgh, PA USA

Congratulat ions to our two new Foundation Board members:

Michael A. Airdo, Kopon Airdo, LLC, Chicago, IL USA

Joseph D. Cohen, Porter Hedges LLP, Houston, TX USA

Congratulat ions also to our two Foundation Board members who were elected to new terms:

Mollie Benedict, Tucker Ellis LLP, Los Angeles, CA USA

Edward S. Sledge, IV, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP, Birmingham, AL USA

Finally, a huge thanks to our two outgoing Foundation Board members. We are so  appreciat ive 
of your dedicat ion and hard work for the IADC Foundation:

Donna Lamontagne, Lamontagne, Spaulding & Hayes, LLP, Cranston, RI USA

Aldos Vance, Altec, Inc., Birmingham, AL USA
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SCOTUS: No "Discovery Rule" Tolling for FDCPA One-Year Limitat ions Period; 
Circuit  Split  Resolved in Rotkiske v. Klemm
By John Dollarhide and Phillip Sykes
Business Litigation Committee

Where There's Smoke, There's Fire: Are E-Cigaret tes an Emerging Mass Toxic 
Tort?
By Liz Sorenson Brotten
Toxic and Hazardous Substances Litigation Committee

Document  Preservat ion and Lit igat ion Holds
By Slater C. Elza and Jennie C. Knapp
Transportation Committee

Updates on E-Cigaret te Lit igat ion and Pract it ioner Takeaways Related to Social 
Media Market ing
By Shayna S. Cook and Symone D. Shinton
Product Liability Committee

Toeing the Line: When Professional Services are not  Professional Services
By Matthew S. Brown and Bryan M. Prit ikin
Insurance and Reinsurance Committee

NLRB Reverses Course on Lawfulness of Policies Requiring Confident iality of 
Open Workplace Invest igat ions
By Tara Martens Miller
Employment Law Committee

Rule 23(b)(3) Predominance in Benefit -of-the-Bargain Act ions
By Kelly Luther and Jacob Abrams
Product Liability Committee
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Seepage or Leakage: What  Coverage Exists for the First  13 Days?
By Karen K. Karabinos
Insurance and Reinsurance Committee

Congress? Failure to Enact  Broad-Based PFAS Legislat ion is Likely to Facilitate 
Ongoing State Regulatory Act ivity
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Toxic and Hazardous Substances Litigation Committee
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Made
By Eric. R. Mull and Katelyn E. Fischer
Insurance and Reinsurance Committee 

Will Pennsylvania Join the Daimler Era? 
By Stephanie A. Fox and Antoinette D. Hubbard
Toxic and Hazardous Substances Litigation Committee

Batson Challenges: A Pract ical Update
By L. Peyton Chapman, III
Trial Techniques and Tactics Committee
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By Mark Behrens and Christopher E. Appel
Civil Justice Response Committee and Insurance and Reinsurance Committee
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By Daniel Higginbotham and Brenda A. Sweet
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AI Field of Dreams - If Machines Build It , Will They Come?
By Danielle M. Waltz and Chelsea A. Creta
Construction Law and Litigation Committee

Travel Medical Insurance and the Perils of Bad Faith Claims
By Harmon C. Hayden
Insurance and Reinsurance Committee

Mental Healthcare Challenges in the Hospital Set t ing: A Risk Management  
Strategy
By Constance A. Endelicato
Medical Defense and Health Law Committee

The Growing Consensus on the Propriety of ?Snap? Removals ? Looking at  the 
Effect  of Encompass Ins. Co. v. Stone Mansion Rest. Inc. After One Year
By Kyle V. Miller
Business Litigation Committee

Pulling the Plug on the Plaint iffs? Power Point : Effect ively Challenging Expert  
Presentat ions at  Trial
By Peter J. Goss and Hannah Anderson
Trial Techniques and Tactics Committee

When the Tort feasor Claims to be the Vict im: Eleventh Circuit  to Consider 
Claims that  Uninsured Motorist  Carrier and Liability Insurer Conspired to Strip 
Tort feasor Insured?s Liability Protect ion
By Sharon D. Stuart
Insurance and Reinsurance Committee
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The Singapore Convent ion on Mediat ion: Facilitat ing the Cross-Border 
Enforcement  of Mediated Set t lement  Agreements in Internat ional Commercial 
Disputes
By Mauricio Gomm Santos and Katherine Alena Sanoja
International Arbitration Committee

PFAS Update: Evolving Science and Liability
By Jeffrey Karp, Maxwell Unterhalter, Edward Mahaffey, and James Wilhelm
Toxic and Hazardous Substances Litigation Committee  

Cracking the Code: Genet ic Evidence and Specific Causat ion
By Ali Spindler and Stephen G.A. Myers
Drug, Device and Biotechnology Committee

Florida Shifts Direct ion on Expert  Admissibility Standard
By Erik W. Legg
Medical Defense and Health Law Committee

E-cigaret tes: How the Situat ion in the US could Give Rise to Lit igat ion in the EU
By Sylvie Gallage-Alwis and Guillaume Racle
Product Liability Committee

A Railway Bridge Too Far: A Struggle between FELA and LHWCA
By J. Mitchell Smith
Transportation Committee

An Update on IADC Init iat ives Towards Class Act ion Reform in Ontario, Canada
By Nicole Henderson, Gordon McKee, Scott  Maidment, Peter Pliszka, and Glenn 
Zakaib
Civil Justice Response Committee and Class Actions and Multi-Party Litigation 
Committee
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Mexico: Arbit rators are not  Considered as Authorit ies for Amparo Claim 
Purposes
By Cecilia Flores Rueda
International Arbitration Committee

The Perils of Pre-Admission
By Bryant J. Spann
Trial Techniques and Tactics Committee 

The Pros of a Pro Bono Culture - and How to Start  One at  Your Firm
By Kathryn Kenyon
In-House and Law Firm Management Committee and Social Justice Pro Bono 
Committee

An Int roduct ion to Product  Liability Regimes in the Asia Pacific Region
By Nicole B. Boehler and David Goh
Product Liability Committee

Plaint iff Wins Dispute Over Forum - Cook County Deemed Best  For All
By Craig T. Liljestrand
Toxic and Hazardous Substances Litigation Committee 
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Webinars

Digit izat ion and its Impact  on the Labor Market  and Employment  Law
Presented by - Employment Law Committee
Moderator: Mary D. Haddad, Fox Rothschild LLP
Presenter: Gerlind Wisskirchen, CMS Hasche Sigle Partnerschaft Von Rechtsanwalten 
Und Steuerberatern MbB Rechtsanwalte Steueberater

PDF of Presentat ion  |  Webinar Recording

Issues in Modern Cross-Border Mass Torts Lit igat ion
Presented by - Product Liability Committee and Toxic and Hazardous 
Substances Lit igat ion Committee
Moderator: Cheryl Woodin, Bennett Jones LLP
Presenters: Sylvie Gallage-Alwis, Signature Litigation AARPI and Nicole Henderson, 
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP

PDF of Presentat ion  |  Webinar Recording

Shift ing Sands of U.S. Privacy Laws
Presented by - Cyber Security, Data Privacy and Technology Committee
Moderator: Sarah Spurlock, Stites & Harbison, PLLC
Presenter: Melissa Ventrone, Clark Hill PLC

PDF of Presentat ion  |  Webinar Recording

Pick Me, Pick Me! Panel Voir Dire and Jury Select ion
Presented by - Business Lit igat ion Committee, Product Liability Committee, and 
Trial Techniques and Tact ics Committee
Presenters: Ursula Henninger, King & Spalding LLP; Lee M. Hollis, Lightfoot,  Franklin & 
White, L.L.C.; Kenneth A. Murphy, Drinker Biddle &  Reath

PDF of Presentat ion  |  Reference Materials  |  Reference Materials  |  Webinar 
Recording

www.iadclaw.org

https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Digitization_Presentation_-_1.29.20.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Digitization_Presentation_-_1.29.20.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Digitization_Presentation_-_1.29.20.pdf
http://iadc.adobeconnect.com/pcb52ad58jnq/
http://iadc.adobeconnect.com/pcb52ad58jnq/
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Mass_Torts_Presentation_-_1.22.20.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Mass_Torts_Presentation_-_1.22.20.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Mass_Torts_Presentation_-_1.22.20.pdf
http://iadc.adobeconnect.com/penv88hho2tu/?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=37cc02f66d4820645b264fd1c903952240410cef6212937a51dabfadf86c83f0
http://iadc.adobeconnect.com/penv88hho2tu/?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=37cc02f66d4820645b264fd1c903952240410cef6212937a51dabfadf86c83f0
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Privacy_Presentation_-_12.11.19.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Privacy_Presentation_-_12.11.19.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Privacy_Presentation_-_12.11.19.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Privacy_Presentation_-_12.11.19.pdf
http://iadc.adobeconnect.com/ptyffn9ulq3b/?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=ebf7b5f985bf6437ce7d38e7a95a9a44b4c6fdb3bcfaf22a4677e12b082c367b
http://iadc.adobeconnect.com/ptyffn9ulq3b/?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=ebf7b5f985bf6437ce7d38e7a95a9a44b4c6fdb3bcfaf22a4677e12b082c367b
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Voir_Dire_Presentation_-_12.4.19.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Voir_Dire_Presentation_-_12.4.19.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Voir_Dire_Presentation_-_12.4.19.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Standard_Juror_Questionnaire_-_Resource_Document.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Standard_Juror_Questionnaire_-_Resource_Document.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Confidential_Questionnaire_-_Resource_Document.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Confidential_Questionnaire_-_Resource_Document.pdf
http://iadc.adobeconnect.com/pr6jk8cy8vop/?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=ebf7b5f985bf6437ce7d38e7a95a9a44b4c6fdb3bcfaf22a4677e12b082c367b
http://iadc.adobeconnect.com/pr6jk8cy8vop/?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=ebf7b5f985bf6437ce7d38e7a95a9a44b4c6fdb3bcfaf22a4677e12b082c367b
https://www.iadclaw.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkBO9rTYvag2e13-HqAXPqg
https://www.facebook.com/IADClaw
https://twitter.com/IADClaw
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1820521
https://www.instagram.com/iadclaw/


2020  |  Issue One

Resources  |
what you may have missed

Webinars

Leveraging Diversity and Inclusion for Success 
Presented by - Diversity and Inclusion Committee
Moderator: Amy Sherry Fischer, Foliart, Huff, Ottaway & Bottom
Presenters: Fernando Garcia, Cargojet Inc. and Emmanuèle Lutfalla, Signature Litigation 
AARPI

PDF of Presentat ion  |  Webinar Recording

The 21st  Century Cures Act  and Real World Evidence: What  the Trial Lawyer 
Needs to Know 
Presented by - Drug, Device and Biotechnology Committee, Medical Defense 
and Health Law Committee, and Product Liability Committee
Presenters: Claudia V. Garcia, Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP; Sean Kennedy, Bristol  Myers 
Squibb; Chanda A. Miller, Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP; Michael  C. Zogby, Drinker Biddle 
& Reath LLP

 Webinar Recording

Hospital Liability: Trends and Tact ics in Plaint iff 's Search of the "Mega Verdict "
Presented by - Drug, Device and Biotechnology Committee, Insurance and 
Reinsurance  Committee, Medical Defense and Health Law Committee, Product 
Liability  Committee, and Professional Liability Committee
Presenters: Constance Endelicato, Wood Smith Henning & Berman; Geri Luebeck,  
Providence Saint John's Hospital; Maritza Pena, Marlow, Adler, Abrams,  Newman & 
Lewis

PDF of Presentat ion  |  Webinar Recording

www.iadclaw.org

https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/7/Leveraging_Diversity_Presentation_-_11.20.19.pdf
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Webinars

Top Ten Things You Can Do to Prevent  Trade Secret  Theft
Presented by - Business Lit igat ion Committee, Employment Law Committee, and 
Intellectual Property Committee
Presenters: Mary D. Haddad, Fox Rothschild LLP and Sandra J. Wunderlich, Tucker Ellis 
LLP

PDF of Presentat ion  |  Webinar Recording

TCPA Class Act ions
Presented by - Class Act ions and Mult i-Party Lit igat ion Committee
Moderator: Amanda L. Groves, Winston & Strawn LLP
Presenters: Jeffrey A. Holmstrand, Grove, Holmstrand & Delk PLLC and Lauri A. 
Mazzuchetti, Kelley Drye & Warren LLP

PDF of Presentat ion

When the Unthinkable Happens: Mit igat ing Risk and Defending Workplace 
Violence Claims
Presented by - Alternat ive Dispute Resolut ion Committee and Employment Law 
Committee
Presenters: Donna L. Burden, Burden, Hafner & Hansen, LLC; Michael J. Mazurczak,  
Melick & Porter, LLP; Terrence O. Reed, Federal Express Corporation

PDF of Presentat ion  |  Webinar Recording

www.iadclaw.org
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Podcast: IADC Speaks

www.iadclaw.org

Represent ing European Ent it ies in the U.S. Court  System - Henry Morrisset te 
and Ted O'Toole

Henry Morrissette with Hand, Arendall, Harrison, Sale, LLC in Mobile, AL 
interviews Ted O?Toole, Senior Counsel Home Foreign Claims with HDI Global 
Insurance Company. They discuss the opportunit ies and challenges to 
represent ing European and other foreign ent it ies in U.S. lit igat ion, offering 
insights on how to achieve better results through opt imal global teamwork, 
communicat ion, and expectat ion management.

                  Play the episode on the IADC website

Help Me Help You: Pract ical Tips from a Federal Appellate Judge - Bryant  Spann 
and Judge Stephanie Thacker

Bryant Spann, partner at Thomas Combs & Spann, PLLC, interviews Judge 
Stephanie Thacker, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit . They discuss how 
trial lawyers can improve their clients? chances on appeal, and what effect ive (and 
ineffect ive) appellate advocates do.

                  Play the episode on the IADC website

Weathering the Storm - Michele Smith and Bob Black

Michele Smith, a shareholder at MehaffyWever, interviews Bob Black, Managing 
Shareholder at MehaffyWeber. They discuss literal and figurat ive storms facing 
the legal profession including disaster preparedness, keeping page with evolving 
technology, and succession planning.

                  Play the episode on the IADC website
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President 's Page  
By Amy Sherry Fischer

Editor's Page  
By Kenneth R. Meyer

Admissibility Hurdles for 510(k) Evidence in Medical Device Lit igat ion
By Robert R. Simpson and Caycee D. Hampton

Online Art icle  |  PDF to Print

Third-Party Lit igat ion Funding: A Review of Recent  Industry Developments
By Joseph J. Stroble and Laura Welikson

Online Art icle  |  PDF to Print

Face/Off: "DeepFake" Face Swaps and Privacy Laws
By Erik Gerstner

Online Art icle  |  PDF to Print

www.iadclaw.org

Defense Counsel Journal - Volume 87, Number 1

https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/presidents-page---volume-87-number-1/?b=dVWYaLjZMGKY3U9rKlWc3DObz8aO2KL5YEuoM72MVtbms7QDfXYZJ1YVASkQ%2FuMa
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/presidents-page---volume-87-number-1/?b=dVWYaLjZMGKY3U9rKlWc3DObz8aO2KL5YEuoM72MVtbms7QDfXYZJ1YVASkQ%2FuMa
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Defense Counsel Journal - Volume 86, Number 4
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President 's Page 
By Amy Sherry Fischer

Editor's Page
By Kenneth R. Meyer

The Perils of Prescribing Medicat ion and the Goldilocks Principle: Defending 
Related Claims of Malpract ice
By Peter M. Durney and Harrison L. Lebov

Online Art icle  |  PDF to Print

Strategies for Excluding or Limit ing Plaint iffs' Bad Faith Experts
By Henry T. Morrissette

Online Art icle  |  PDF to Print

General Data Protect ion Regulat ion in U.S. Lit igat ion through Mid-Summer 
2019
By Michael H.  Gladstone

Online Art icle  |  PDF to Print
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Amicus Curiae Briefs
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Jared Effler v. Purdue Pharma (12/24/2019)

On December 24, 2019, the IADC filed an amicus brief urging the Tennessee 
Supreme Court to hear Effler v. Purdue Pharma in which the court  of appeals ruled 
that manufacturers of legal medicines prescribed lawfully by licensed physicians 
could be subject to liability under the state?s Drug Dealer Liability Act. This Act, 
enacted several decades ago, was intended to apply to the illegal drug trade. The 
ruling being appealed here is the first  to apply the Act to product liability 
quest ions related to the sale of FDA-approved medicines. As the IADC brief 
explains, the opioid medicat ions produced by the defendants are legal under 
state and federal law and sold to licensed distributors, registered with the Drug 
Enforcement Agency. By contrast, the Act is focused on ?illegal? drugs and illegal 
drug sales, as its repeated references to ?illegal? drug suggest. The brief also 
caut ions that the court  of appeal?s ruling ?will have an impact far beyond the 
confines of this case. Manufacturers of any prescript ion medicat ion (not just 
opioids) will be subject to potent ial liability under a law clearly targeted at the 
illegal drug market.?

To read the amicus brief filed, click here.
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Roddie Melvin v. Federal Express Corporation (12/3/2019)

IADC filed an amicus brief in Melvin v. Federal Express Corp. with the U.S. Court of 
Appeal for the Eleventh Circuit  on December 3 in a case involving workplace 
discriminat ion and retaliat ion. The purpose of the brief was to explain the value 
and importance of summary judgment when warranted. It  has been IADC?s 
experience that, over the years, the plaint iffs? bar and others have endeavored 
to eliminate summary judgment in such cases. The arguments range from the 
broad argument that summary judgment violates a plaint iffs? Seventh 
Amendment right to a jury trial to the narrower argument that all, or at least a 
subset of, employment discriminat ion cases should be excepted from summary 
judgment because they involve issues of motive and intent. The IADC brief, in 
part icular, rebutted arguments put forth by the National Employment Lawyers 
Associat ion (NELA) in an amicus brief of its own. The NELA brief argued that 
workers are always ent it led to have jurors determine at trial (rather than a judge 
on summary judgment) whether an employer honest ly believed its employment 
decision was lawful and whether a decision-maker?s discriminatory remarks 
evidenced discriminatory animus even if the remarks were temporally remote 
or unrelated to the employment decision. This proposed standard would 
essent ially insulate from summary judgment a wide swatch of employment 
discriminat ion cases. The result  would skew the balance against the rights of 
employers opposing non-evidence based claims, requiring even factually 
insufficient claims to be tried.

To read the amicus brief filed, click here.
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IADC Committee Chairs give insight into Committee happenings and share ways 
you can get involved.

- Ivan Rodriguez, Environmental and Energy Law Committee Chair
- Jerry Kraisinger, Corporate Counsel Committee Chair
- Phillip Sykes, Business Lit igat ion Committee Chair
- Jim Shelson, Social Just ice Pro Bono Committee Chair
- Hiroyuki Tezuka, Internat ional Arbitrat ion Committee Chair
- Erik Legg, Medical Defense and Health Law Committee Chair
- Ken Meyer, Defense Counsel Journal Editor
- Bill Anderson, Product Liability Committee Chair 
- Mark Hansen and Jessie Zeigler, CLE Steering Committee Chairs
- Joe Cohen, Diversity and Inclusion Committee Chair
- Henry Morrissette, In-House and Law Firm Management Committee 
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- Amy Sherry Fischer, IADC President
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Louis P. Herns
Milligan & Herns, P.C.
Mount Pleasant, South 
Carolina USA

Slater Elza
Underwood Law Firm, 
P.C.
Amarillo, Texas USA

Suzanne Cocco Midlige
Coughlin Duffy, LLP
Morristown, New Jersey 
USA

Shevon D.B. Rocket t
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
New York, New York USA

John W. Ellis
Scott , Douglass & 
McConnico, LLP
Austin, Texas USA

Julia Zousmer
King & Spalding LLP
Chicago, Illinois USA

Alison Newstead
Shooky, Hardy & Bacon, 
LLP
London, England

Abigail Rossman
Connell Foley LLP
New York, New York USA

Lindsey C Boney, IV
Bradley Arant Boult  
Cummings LLP
Birmingham, Alabama 
USA

John O. Fitzgerald, II
Standlee Premium 
Western Forage
Kimberly, Idaho USA

Eileen Wong
Credit  Agricole 
Corporate and 
Investment Bank
Singapore

Damien Devot
Meyer Fabre Avocats
Paris, France

Jennifer Weiers 
FitzGerald
MSA Safety
Cranberry Township, 
Pennsylvania USA

Phillip E. Foco
Bienvenu, Bonnecaze, 
Foco, Viator & Holinga, 
APLLC
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
USA

Wendy J. Bracaglia
Marhsall Denneshey 
Warner Coleman & 
Goggin, P.C.
King of Prussia, 
Pennsylvannia USA

Joseph L. Rebak
Akerman LLP
Miami, Florida USA

Krist ie L. Hedrick
Hedrick Gardner 
Kincheloe & Garafalo LLP
Asheville, North Carolina 
USA
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Michelle E. Robberson
Cooper & Scully, P.C.
Dallas, Texas USA

Elizabeth Ryan
Lynn Pinker Cox & Hurst, 
LLP
Dallas, Texas USA

Michael M. Skram
O'Meara Leer Wagner 
Kohl P.A
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
USA

Adrienne D. Cohen
Law Offices of Adrienne 
D. Cohen
Santa Ana, California USA

James J. Crongeyer, Jr.
Watkins & Eager PLLC
Jackson, Mississippi USA

Mara Cusker Gonzalez
Dechert LLP
New York, New York USA

Camille Pecnard
Lavoix
Paris, France

John B. Mumford, Jr.
Hancock, Daniel & 
Johnson, P.C.
Glen Allen, Virginia USA

James B. Glennon
Foran Glennon Palandech 
Ponzi & Rudloff PC
Chicago, Illinois USA

Koenraad Van Himbeeck
Garrett  Motion, Inc.
Rolle, Switzerland

A. Grady "Bo" Williams 
IV
Phelps Dunbar
Mobile, Alabama USA

Bernadet te W. Catalana
Manning Gross+ 
Massenburg LLP
New York, New York USA

Candace Camarata
Becton Dickinson and 
Company
Franklin Lakes, New 
Jersey USA

David M. Dahlmeier
Bassford Remele PA
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
USA

Eryn Linkous Bennet t
LendingTree
Charlotte, North Carolina 
USA

Francisco G. Prol
Prol & Asociadoes
Madrid, Spain

Erin A. Dewberry
Wiggins Sewell & 
Ogletree
Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma USA

Rosemary G. Feit
Amsted Industries 
Incorporated
Chicago, Illinois USA
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William Ira Covey
Growmark, Inc.
Bloomington, Illinois USA

Dave C. Landever
Barrasso Usdin 
Kupperman Freeman & 
Sarver, LLC
New Orleans, Louisiana 
USA

John E. Spainhour
McAngus Goudelock & 
Courie PLLC
Asheville, North Carolina 
USA

Chatchai Inthasuwan
Chandler MHM
Bangkok, Thailand

Peter Maisel
Markel Insurance
Deerfield, Illinois USA

Angela Beranek Brandt
Larson King, LLP
Saint Paul, Minnesota 
USA

Jonathan P. McHenry
Connell Foley LLP
Roseland, New Jersey 
USA

Stephen J. Zralek
Bone McAllester Norton 
PLLC
Nashville, Tennessee USA

Kenneth S. Merber
Gallo, Vitucci, Klar LLP
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LLP
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March 18, 2020
Webinar: Gathering Evidence Abroad: A How To Guide

March 25, 2020
Webinar: Liability for Injuries to a Subcontractor's Employee

March 26, 2020
Southern Regional Meet ing - Mobile, Alabama

April 8, 2020
Webinar: Combat t ing Plaint iffs' Lawyers' At tempts to Convince Judges that  

Asking for Millions During Voir Dire is Necessary for a Fair Trial

April 15, 2020
Corporate Counsel Training Academy
The Ritz-Carlton, Chicago, Illinois USA

April 15, 2020
Midwest  Regional Meet ing - Chicago, Illinois

April 16-17, 2020
Corporate Counsel College

The Ritz-Carlton, Chicago, Illinois USA

April 17-19, 2020
Spring Board of Directors Meet ing

The Ritz-Carlton, Chicago, Illinois USA

April 22, 2020
Webinar: Select ion of Ethical Issues Related to the At torney-Client  Privilege

May 6, 2020
Webinar: Government  Invest igat ions in France - Lessons Learnt  From Société 

Générale's Libor, US Sanct ions, and FCPA Related DPAs
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May 13, 2020
Webinar: Drug and Device Caselaw Update: Looking Back at  the Recent  

Developments

May 14, 2020
Professional Liability Roundtable

University of Chicago, Gleacher Center, Chicago, Illinois USA

May 19, 2020
Australian Regional Meet ing - Sydney, Australia

June 2, 2020
Canadian Regional Meet ing - Toronto, Ontario Canada

June 4, 2020
Commit tee Chair Orientat ion

Hilton Chicago O'Hare, Chicago, Illinois USA

June 10, 2020
Webinar: The Future of Welfare Plan Lit igat ion: What  We Can Learn from 

Ret irement  Plan Lit igat ion

June 24, 2020
Webinar: Ascertainability
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IADC Successes  |
your accolades, courtroom wins, and pro bono accomplishments

Christopher C. Lam, managing 
partner of Bradley Arant Boult  
Cummings LLP?s Charlotte office, 
was named by the Charlotte Business 
Journal as one of Charlotte?s 2020 
?Most Admired CEOs."

Danielle Waltz, a member at 
Jackson Kelly PLLC,  authored an 
art icle on behalf of the IADC for 
Modern Contractor Solutions 
February 2020 issue.

Shayna Cook, of Goldman Ismail 
Tomaselli Brennan & Baum LLP, 
helped secure a complete defense 
jury verdict  in Salinero et al. v. 
Johnson & Johnson et. al.

De Martenson, a senior partner at 
Huie, was named a member of the 
2019 class of Fellows by the 
Alabama Law Foundation.

www.iadclaw.org

To submit an accolade, courtroom win, or pro bono accomplishment, email 
Ashley Hatfield, Director of Communications, at ahatfield@iadclaw.org.

Christopher W. Stevens, principal 
at Woods Rogers PLC, provided 
commentary in a Construction 
Dive art icle on workers comp 
after traumatic accidents.

Eve B. Masinter, a partner at 
Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, 
L.L.P., was recognized in the 2020 
edit ion of Chambers USA for Labor 
& Employment.

David Beck, David Gunn, and Jeff 
Golub, partners at Beck Redden 
LLP, cleared their client of a $535 
million trial court  judgment.
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Susan Ford Robertson, of The 
Robertson Law Group, LLC, was 
named Missouri Lawyer of the 
Year 2020 by Missouri Lawyers 
Media. 

Bob Allen obtained a ruling that a 
CGL carrier does not owe a duty 
to defend due to a professional 
liability exclusion.

Christopher Scott  D'Angelo, a 
partner at Montgomery 
McCracken Walker & Rhoads LLP, 
authored an art icle for the January 
2020 issue of Modern Contractor 
Solutions on behalf of the IADC.

Melissa Dorman Matthews, a 
partner at Hart line Barger LLP, 
achieved an appellate victory, with 
dismissal of her Canadian client, 
Stocksy United, by the Houston 
Court of Appeals [1st Dist.].

Matthew D. Keenan, a partner at 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon, L.L.P., 
authored an art icle for Law360 on 
t ips for witness note taking.

Steven A. Meckler was re-elected 
Managing Partner of the Charlotte 
office of Shumaker and cont inues 
to serve on the firm-wide 
Management Committee.

Jordan Lipp, a managing member 
at Childs McCune, published the 
second edit ion of his seminal book, 
Product Liability Law & Procedure in 
Colorado. 

www.iadclaw.org

To submit an accolade, courtroom win, or pro bono accomplishment, email 
Ashley Hatfield, Director of Communications, at ahatfield@iadclaw.org.

Bonnie Mayfield won a complex 
retaliat ion trial in which the 
former employee claimed he was 
discharged after having 
complained about unsafe 
condit ions.
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Amy Sherry Fischer, a shareholder 
at Foliart  Huff Ottaway & Bottom, 
was selected as one of this year's 
recipients of the DRI Mary 
Massaron Award for the 
Advancement of Women in the 
Legal Profession. 

Diane Pradat Pumphrey, of 
Wilkins Patterson Smith 
Pumphrey & Stephenson, and 
Julye Johns Bailey, of Huff Powell 
& Bailey, commented on behalf of 
the IADC in a recent Healthcare 
Risk Management art icle. 

Michael Skram was named 
Managing Shareholder of 
O'Meara, Leer, Wagner & Kohl, 
P.A.

John Nunnally, a partner at 
Ragsdale Liggett , was selected to 
Business North Carolina 
magazine's 2020 Edit ion of "Legal 
Elite" honorees.

Jim King, a partner at Porter 
Wright, helped secure a second 
landmark defense win in a major 
federal ant it rust case for client 
Rose Acre Farms, Inc. 

Hildy Sastre, a partner at Shook, 
Hardy & Bacon, was named Most 
Effect ive Lawyer, Complex 
Business Lit igat ion by The Daily 
Business Review. 

Dana Lumsden, a partner at Bradley 
Arant Boult  Cummings LLP, 
received the 2019 Diversity and 
Inclusion Award from the North 
Carolina and South Carolina Lawyers 
Weekly publicat ions.

Craig A. Thompson, a partner at 
Venable LLP, was elected as chair 
of the University of Maryland 
College Park Foundation Board's 
Execut ive Committee.

www.iadclaw.org
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DBusiness magazine named Charles 
Browning, Mary Massaron, and 
Scott  Sirich, all partners at 
Plunkett  Cooney, to its 2020 list  of 
top lawyers.

Jordan Lipp, a partner at Childs 
McCune, LLC, obtained a defense 
verdict  in June 2019 in a 
catastrophic injury case.

Chris Drewry, a partner at 
Drewry Simmons Vornehm, LLP, 
authored an art icle for Modern 
Contractor Solutions November 
issue on behalf of the IADC.

IADC member Eric Lasker and 
John Kalas, both partners at 
Hollingsworth LLP, authored an 
art icle for Law360 on behalf of 
the IADC. 

Mark A. Behrens, a partner at 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P., and 
Ashley Garry, counsel for lit igat ion 
and legal compliance at Eli Lilly and 
Company, authored an art icle for 
HarrisMartin's Drugs & Medical 
Devices Publicat ion. 

Christopher C. Lam, a managing 
partner at Bradley Arant Boult  
Cummings LLP, was appointed to 
the North Carolina Humanit ies 
Council Board of Trustees for a 
three-year term. 

Matthew D. Keenan, a partner at 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P., was 
appointed by President Trump and 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate as one 
of eight new members of the Legal 
Services Corporat ion board of 
directors.

Larry D. Smith, of Southern Trial 
Counsel, PLC, received a 2019 
Diversity Law Inst itute Diversity 
Award for his advancement, 
promotion, and support of 
diversity and inclusion in the 
profession of law. 

www.iadclaw.org
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Tom Buckley, a partner at Goldberg 
Segalla, authored an art icle for 
Modern Contractor Solutions' 
October 2019 issue on behalf of 
the IADC.

Steven Quatt lebaum, a partner at 
Quatt lebaum, Grooms & Tull PLLC, 
along with a team of lawyers from 
various firms, obtained a defense 
verdict  on behalf of Johnson & 
Johnson in a talcum powder 
asbestos exposure case.

Past President Molly H. Craig, a 
partner at Hood Law Firm, LLC, 
obtained a defense verdict  
following a medical malpract ice 
trial in Charleston County, South 
Carolina.

Denny Shupe, a partner at 
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis 
LLP, obtained a unanimous jury 
verdict  for an airport  modular 
refueling truck manufacturer 
following a seven day trial.

Tim Daniels, a partner at Irwin 
Fritchie Urquhart & Moore LLC, 
has been named a Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers.

Michele Y. Smith, IADC Board 
Member and a shareholder at 
MehaffyWeber, received the 2019 
Founders Award from the Texas 
Associat ion of Defense Counsel.

James W. Shelson, a partner at 
Phelps Dunbar LLP, represented a 
charter school associat ion and 
assisted in defeat ing a challenge to 
the Mississippi Charter School Act.

Alexandra Simotta, Head of Legal 
Austria and Slovenia at SIX Payment 
Services (Europe), was nominated 
for a "Promoting the Best" award in 
Austria by Women in Law Austria, 
Future-Law, and the Austreian 
Associat ion for Corporate Counsel.

www.iadclaw.org
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Matthew D. Keenan, a partner at 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P., 
authored an art icle on behalf of the 
IADC for Today's General Counsel. 

Michael W. Drumke, a partner with 
Swanson, Mart in & Bell, LLP, was 
named chair of the Cannabis Law 
and Policy Committee of the Tort  
Trial and Insurance Pract ice 
Sect ion of American Bar 
Associat ion.

Marianne J. Gilmart in, a 
shareholder at Stevens & Lee, 
obtained a defense verdict  on 
behalf of a public ut ility client 
following a three-day trial.

S. Gordon McKee, a partner at 
Blake Cassels & Graydon LLP, was 
ranked in Chambers Canada. He 
was awarded Canadian Product 
Liability Attorney of the Year.

Christopher A. Kenney, a 
co-founder of Kenney & Sams, 
obtained a defense win after a 
two-week jury trial in MA 
Superior Court.

Roy Alan Cohen, senior principal at 
Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, is 
serving as Immediate Past Chair of 
the American Bar Associat ion's 
Tort  Trial & Insurance Pract ice 
Sect ion.

Michelle Hernandez, a shareholder 
with Modrall Sperling, was 
recognized and honored as a New 
Mexico business leader who is 
advancing diversity and inclusion in 
the workplace. 
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IADC Member Recept ion at  DRI Annual Meet ing ? October 16, 2019 ? New Orleans, 
Louisiana

IADC members and invited guests attended a member recept ion during DRI?s Annual 
Meeting at the New Orleans Marriot t . Thank you to the many sponsors for making the 
event possible.

Eastern Regional Meet ing ? November 13, 2019 - Charleston, South Carolina

The Eastern Regional Meeting brought over 50 IADC members and guests together for 
an evening of camaraderie, networking, and low country boil at  The Oyster Shed at 
Leon?s. Thank you to our corporate and firm sponsors and to Hosts Elbert  Dorn and 
Bobby Hood, Jr.

Regional Meet ing and Joint  BIICL Conference ? January 20, 2020 - London, England

Attendees joined the IADC in London for an IADC Regional Meeting and a joint 
conference with the Brit ish Inst itute of Internat ional and Comparat ive Law (BIICL) and 
its Product Liability Forum. The programming focused around the theme ?Toxic Torts 
and Emerging Risks: European and US Perspect ives.? An opt ional dinner followed the 
event at The Montague on the Gardens. Thank you to our sponsors and to Co-Hosts 
Duncan Fairgrieve of BIICL and IADC Board Member Thomas Rouhette.

Western Regional Meet ing ? January 22, 2020 - Phoenix, Arizona

IADC members and guests joined together for an evening of camaraderie and 
networking in a skybox at the Talking St ick Resort Arena! Attendees went to a Phoenix 
Suns vs. Indiana Pacers game and enjoyed the game and each other?s company. Thank 
you to our event sponsors and to hosts Bradley Johnston and Patrick Paul.

For information on future Regional Meetings, visit the IADC website.

Regional Meet ing Recaps
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In Their Own Words

IADC members are the 
best of the best! If an 
opportunity arises to 
refer business, please 

Think IADC First .

Thank You to 
Our Sponsors

Baker Tilly

Baylor Law Executive LL.M. 
in Litigation Management

Berkeley Research 
Group, LLC

Exponent

InCourt Technologies

Lighthouse eDiscovery

MRC

SEA, Ltd.

IADC Merchandise Available
Visit  our IADC store for branded items that are 
available for purchase that will help show your 
associat ion pride.

From t-shirts to luggage tags to mouse pads, 
we've got lots of opt ions!

ht tps://www.zazzle.com/ iadc_store

NOMINATE

We want to make sure 
going into our Centennial 
that we have the very best 

in our ranks.

If you'd like to nominate 
someone for IADC 

membership, click here.

Mollie Benedict discusses the value of the 
network she has developed within the IADC, 
part icularly with other women leaders.
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