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Province Basic Limitation 
Period 

Ultimate Limitation 
Period 

COA for Strict 
Liability Available 

Negligence  
Standard 

Independent Cause of 
Action for Spoliation* 

Punitive Damages 

Alberta 2 Years 10 Years No Contributory No Yes 

British Columbia 2 Years 15 Years1 or 30 Years2 No Contributory No Yes 

Manitoba 6 Years 30 Years No Contributory No Yes 

New Brunswick 6 Years3 or  
2 Years4 15 Years5 No Contributory No Yes 

Newfoundland and Labrador 2 Years 10 Years No Contributory No Yes 

Northwest Territories 6 Years N/A No Contributory No Yes 

Nova Scotia 6 Years N/A No Contributory No Yes 

Nunavut 6 Years N/A No Contributory No Yes 

Ontario 2 Years 15 Years No Contributory No Yes 

Prince Edward Island 6 Years N/A No Contributory No Yes 

Québec 3 Years N/A No Contributory No Yes 

Saskatchewan 2 Years 15 Years No Contributory No Yes 

Yukon 6 Years N/A No Contributory No Yes 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

* Spoliation  
 

In Canada, though spoliation has not yet been recognized as independent tort and has a high 
threshold for proof, generally, a finding of spoliation may allow for an adverse and rebuttable 
presumption as well as other remedies. 

 

About the International Association  
of Defense Counsel 

 
The International Association of Defense 
Counsel is the oldest international 
association of attorneys representing 
corporations and insurers. Its activities 
benefit the approximately 2,500 
invitation-only, peer-reviewed members 
from 39 countries and their clients 
through networking, educational, and 
professional opportunities, as well as 
benefiting the civil justice system and the 
legal profession. The IADC takes a 
leadership role in many areas of legal 
reform and professional development.  

Connect with the IADC! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This information is provided by the IADC for reference purposes only. It should not be acted 
upon without first consulting a lawyer with specific expertise in the subject matter. To find an 
IADC member in a given specialty or geographic location, please go to www.iadclaw.org and 
click on “Find a Lawyer.” 

 

Notes 
 

1  Act/omission occurred on or after June 1, 2013 
2  Act/omission occurred prior to June 1, 2013 
3  Act/omission occurred prior to May 1, 2010 
4  Act/omission occurred on or after May 1, 2010 
5  Act/omission occurred on or after May 1, 2010 
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