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"Murdaugh County"

The Rise of a Dynasty



Alex Murdaugh Steals Money from Clients 
without Repercussions

November
16, 2006
Laffitte 

appointed as 
Conservator 
for Plyler 

sisters

August
22, 2009
Pinckney 
accident 
occurred

October 7,
2011

Murdaugh 
settled the 

negligence case
in the Pinckney 

matter and 
subsequently 
stole the vast 

majority of the 
settlement on

December
21, 2011

September
11, 2012

Both
Badger

cases settle 
but Arthur is

not told

2016
Murdaugh 
settles the 

second 
Pinckney 
claim for 
wrongful 

death and 
subsequently 

steals the 
vast majority 
on May 16, 

2017

March 28, 
2018 Tony 
Satterfield 
appointed 

PR of 
Gloria's 
Estate

December
18, 2018

Chad 
Westendorf 

appointed as 
PR of Gloria 
Satterfield’s 

estate

January 7,
2019 First 
deposit 

into Forge 
account 

from 
Satterfield 

funds

July 16,
2005
Plyler 

accident 
occurs

December 
18, 2008

Plyler 
settlements 
approved

by the 
Court

January 28, 
2011 

Badger 
accident 
occurred

December
21, 2011

First "loan" 
made to Alex

Murdaugh 
from Plyler 

funds

January/ February 
2013

Murdaugh and Laffitte 
request fake checks

from PMPED to
embezzle the money 

received from the 
Badger settlements

February 2,
2018

Gloria Satterfield 
falls at

Murdaugh home
and passes away 
14 days later

December
4, 2018

Initial settlement 
check issued

from Lloyd’s of 
London for 

Satterfield Estate

December 19
2018
First

Settlement 
Approved for 
Satterfield



The Decline Begins

February
24, 2019
Mallory 
Beach 

Boating 
Accident

March 29,
2019

Mallory 
Beach 

wrongful 
death 

lawsuit

April 18, 2019
Paul Murdaugh 
charged with 
three felony 

counts in 
connection with 
the boat crash

June 10,
2021

Motion to 
Compel 
hearing 

scheduled in
Mallory Beach 

wrongful 
death lawsuit 

regarding 
Alex 

Murdaugh's 
finances

September 3,
2021 Alex 
Murdaugh 
forced to 

resign from 
PMPED after 
the partner's 
learn of his 
mishandling 

client money

September
6, 2021
Alex 

Murdaugh 
enters 
rehab 

program

September
8, 2021

Alex 
Murdaugh's 

bar license is 
suspended by

the South 
Carolina bar

M arch 2019 
Second 

Settlement check
received in 

Satterfield case,
quickly approved 

by Court

May 15,
2019

Second deposit
into Forge
account

from Satterfield 
funds

June 7,
2021

Maggie 
and Paul 
Murdaugh 
murdered

August 11,
2021

Duffie Stone 
recuses 

himself from
the murder 

investigation

September 4,
2021

Alex Murdaugh 
stages fake shooting
on the side of the
road with Curtis

Eddie Smith to give 
Buster the life
insurance money

September 7,
2021 PMPED

states that Alex
Murdaugh left 

due to 
"misappropriation

of funds"

September
8, 2021

14th Circuit 
Solicitors 

Office 
Officially 
Cuts ties 
with Alex 
Murdaugh



More Lawsuits Against Alex Murdaugh Are Filed

September
14, 2021 Al

ex
Murdaugh 
admits to 

SLED that he
arranged the
shooting on 
the side of 
the road

September
16, 2021

Alex
Murdaugh 

was arrested 
and

charged with
fraud and

conspiracy
related to 
the suicide 

scheme

September
23, 2021

Buster Murdaugh 
acting as

Alex
Murdaugh's agent
paid a mortgage 
on a property 

located in 
Hampton and 

Colleton Counties

October 6,
2021 PMPED
files suit 
against 

Alex
Murdaugh

October 20,
2021 Buster 

Murdaugh seen 
gambling in 

Vegas

November 4,
2021

Order filed 
granting 

temporary 
injunction and 
appointing Co-
receivers and
Co- receivers' 

counsel

November
19, 2021

Alex
Murdaugh 

indicted on 
27 charges, 
alleging he 
stole more 
than $2.6 

million from
clients

September 
15, 2021 SL 

ED
announces

investigation
into Gloria 
Satterfield's 

death

September
23, 2021

Alex
Murdaugh's 
Power of 
Attorney 
where he 
appoints 

Buster is filed
in Hampton 

County

October 1,
2021 Alex 
Murdaugh's 
ownership 
interest in 

Green Swamp
Club Inc., a 
hunt Club in

Jasper 
County, is sold

October 14,
2021 Alex

Murdaugh was 
arrested at a
Florida detox
center and 

charged with 
stealing the 

money from the 
Satterfield

family

October 29,
2021 John
E. Parker

files 
Complaint 

against 
Alex

Murdaugh

November
16, 2021

Alex
Murdaugh

was
charged 

with 
insurance 

fraud,
conspiracy 
to commit 
insurance 
fraud and 
filing a

false police 
report

December
13, 2021

Judge sets
Alex

Murdaugh's bond
at $7 million



Case garners national attention as more details emerge

January 7,
2022 PMPED

renames 
itself The 

Parker Law 
Group, after 

the only 
living 

partner from 
the original 

PMPED
name

June
3, 2022 SLED

plans to exhume 
Gloria 

Satterfield's body

July
14, 2022 Alex

Murdaugh 
was indicted 

on two 
counts of 

murder for 
his wife
and son

July 12, 2022
Alex 

Murdaugh is 
disbarred by 

the South 
Carolina Bar

November 3,
2022 HBO

Max releases 
a mini series 

on the 
Murdaugh 
murders 
entitled 

“Low 
Country: The 

Murdaugh 
Dynasty”

March 2022 Alex 
Murdaugh 

disclaims assets
in Maggie’s 

estate, her will
passed all of her 
assets to Alex 
including the 
Edisto Beach 
house and 
Moselle

June
8, 2022 Alex 

Murdaugh and 
Curtis Eddie Smith 
were indicted by

state grand jury on
two conspiracy 

counts, including
a narcotics count 

related to
Oxycodone

June 16,
2022 Formal 

Order placing
Alex Murdaugh

on interim 
suspension based
on information 

indicating he had
stolen funds
from PMPED

October 
21, 2022
Motion to 
liquidate 

Murdaugh’s 
401k account 

to pay 
attorneys 

fees

December 16, 
2022 A

state grand
jury indicted Alex 
Murdaugh on nine 

counts of tax 
evasion, with the 
estimated amount 
of money he stole 
at approximately

$8.8 million



The First of Many . . .

January 23,
2023

Murder trial 
– jury 

selection –
begins

February 6,
2023 Judge 

Newman 
rules to 

allow the 
financial 
crimes as 
motive in 

the murder 
trial

March 2, 
2023 

Murdaugh 
found guilty 

of killing
his wife
and son

March 24,
2023

Moselle
sold

April 2023
SLED

announces 
they are 

investigating 
accusations 
of missing 

millions from
Alex 

Murdaugh’s 
former law 

firm

January 24,
2023 Judge 
approves 

settlement 
between 

Buster and the
Estate of
Maggie 

Murdaugh and
the Beach 

family lawsuit

February
22, 2023
Netflix 

documentary
released

March 23,
2023 Public 
auction at 

Liberty 
Auction 

selling assets
from Moselle

April 2023 
Judge Hall 
severed 

Parkers from
the Mallory 

Beach 
lawsuit,

which it set to
begin October
10 in Hampton 

County









3 Main Issues 
Leading to Alex 
Murdaugh's 
Denouement

• Boat Accident

• Financial Crimes
• Murders



Alex Murdaugh's Financial Crimes

• He would divert fees that should have come into the firm
• He took money through an “expert fees” and Forge account that was 

really his
• He stole money directly out of accounts where he had a person in 

place as Personal Representative who provided loans at a low interest 
rate – which he never paid back

• Living out of his file
• Debt financing



Who were some of Alex Murdaugh's victims?
Alania Plyler Spohn and Hannah Plyler
• Clients ofAlex Murdaugh, who

suggested Russell Laffitte as
conservator

• Stole the Money between 2011 and 
2014

• Conservatorship account was short
$264,537

• Laffitte "loaned" Murdaugh over
$900,000 over the course of the
representation

• Laffitte would "loan" money to
Murdaugh with nominal interest
rates of 1.5% from the account

Gloria Satterfield's Family
• Murdaugh's housekeeper
• Stole the Money in 2019 and 

2020 – led to lawsuits with 
insurance carrier

• Stole approximately $4.3 
million

• He represented to the family 
that he never secured a 
payout from the insurance 
company. Family claimed 
they didn't know the case 
had settled until they read 
about it in the newspaper.

Donna and Arthur Badger
• Client of Alex Murdaugh, who 

unilaterally appointed Russell 
Laffitte as personal representative 
of Donna's estate

• Money stolen from him to repay 
part of the Plyler account

• Alex Murdaugh stole over $1.3 
million from Donna's estate over 
the course of 11 years

• Alex settled the wrongful death 
case for Donna’s estate and 
Arthur’s personal injury case 
without ever telling Arthur the 
true amount it had settled for.

Pamela Pinckney and Hakeem Pinckney
• Client of Alex Murdaugh, who 

suggested Russell Laffitte as 
conservator for Hakeem

• Stole the Money in 2011 and 2016
• Stole approximately $1 million
• Two settlements signed for an 

amount not publicly disclosed. Prior 
to Murdaugh's demise, Pamela had 
no idea he stole from her.



Order granting Receivership in the Murdaugh case 
states the Receiver has the power and authority:

• (i) to investigate, identify and attempt to locate all of the Subject Assets;
• (ii) to collect, marshal and administer all of the Subject Assets;
• (iii) to accept service on behalf of Alex Murdaugh and/or Buster Murdaugh 

with respect to Alex Murdaugh Assets and/or Buster Murdaugh Assets, as 
the case may be;

• (iv) to engage counsel on behalf of Alex Murdaugh and/or Buster 
Murdaugh as it relates to Alex Murdaugh Assets and/or Buster Murdaugh 
Assets, as the case may be; and

• (v) to take any and all steps necessary to identify, recover, protect, collect, 
preserve, receive, manage, liquidate, sell, administer and marshal, and to 
do all things incidental, necessary and/or appropriate thereto, all of the 
Subject Assets during the pendency and final resolution of this lawsuit.



Murdaugh Disciplinary Orders

• There are 3 Orders from the South Carolina Supreme Court relating to Murdaugh's misdeeds.
• The first Order placed Alex Murdaugh on interim suspension based on information indicating he had stolen funds from PMPED. June 16, 2022.
• The second Order cancelled the hearing for Alex Murdaugh's hearing regarding his disbarment, as he does not contest the Court's "authority 

and decision" to disbar him. June 21, 2022
• The third Order disbarred Alex Murdaugh, relating to the 80 criminal charges and his admissions. July 12, 2022

• In those orders, the Supreme Court stated:
• 1st Murdaugh Order

“However, here, Respondent has admitted to conduct that amounts to clear and convincing evidence of dishonesty in violation of the Rules 
of Professional Conduct. See Rule 8.4(d), RPC, Rule 407, SCACR (prohibiting conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or 
misrepresentation); Rule 7(a)(1), RLDE, Rule 413, SCACR (providing a violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct is grounds for discipline).
Includes admissions from Alex Murdaugh about Satterfield stolen funds

• 2nd Murdaugh Order
Alex Murdaugh waives right to hearing and does not contest disbarment

• 3rd Murdaugh Order

Fn. 2: “Particularly, we emphasize this Court may issue supplemental orders on issues such as costs and restitution, especially if full 
restitution is not awarded in other proceedings. See In re Moody, 429 S.C. 627, 541 S.E.2d 327 (2020) (finding restitution was an appropriate 
additional sanction for conduct that occurred prior to the lawyer’s disbarment in 2014); see also Rule 7(b), RLDE, Rule 413, SCACR (setting 
forth various sanctions including restation, disgorgement, reimbursement to Lawyers’ Fund for Client Protection, assessment of costs, 
assessment of a fine, and “any other sanction or requirement as the Supreme Court may determine is appropriate”).



Rule 1.16(a)(2): A lawyer shall not 
represent a client or, where 
representation has commenced, shall 
withdraw from the representation of a 
client if the lawyer's physical or mental 
condition materially impairs the 
lawyer's ability to represent the client.



Rule 8.4(f): It is professional misconduct for a 
lawyer to knowingly assist a judge or judicial 
officer in conduct that is a violation of 
applicable rules of judicial conduct or other 
law.

Rule 8.3(b): A lawyer who knows that a 
judge has committed a violation of 
applicable rules of judicial conduct that 
raises a substantial question as to the 
judge's fitness for office shall inform the 
appropriate authority.



Rule 8.4(a): It is 
professional 
misconduct for a 
lawyer to violate or 
attempt to violate the 
Rules of Professional 
Conduct, knowingly 
assist or induce 
another to do so, or do 
so through the acts of 
another



Rule 1.5(e): A division of a fee between 
lawyers who are not in the same firm 
may be made only if:

(1) the division is in proportion to 
the services performed by each 
lawyer or each lawyer assumes 
joint responsibility for the 
representation;
(2) the client agrees to the 
arrangement, including the share 
each lawyer will receive, and the 
agreement is confirmed in writing; 
and
(3) the total fee is reasonable



Rule 8.4(c): It is professional 
misconduct for a lawyer to engage 
in conduct involving dishonesty, 
fraud, deceit or 
misrepresentation.



Rule 1.15:
(a) A lawyer shall hold property of clients or third persons 

that is in a lawyer's possession in connection with a 
representation separate from the lawyer's own 
property…

….
(d) Upon receiving funds or other property in which a

client or third person has an interest, a lawyer shall 
promptly notify the client or third person. Except as 
stated in this rule or otherwise permitted by law or by 
agreement with the client, a lawyer shall promptly 
deliver to the client or third person any funds or other 
property that the client or third person is entitled to 
receive.

Satterfield’s heirs trusted 
Murdaugh, who had known them 
for years, but were kept in the dark 
when the court approved a $4.3 
million settlement that they were 
due to receive. Murdaugh and 
Fleming kept the settlement funds.

• Forge Consulting, LLC, is a 
company used by lawyers in South 
Carolina to facilitate legal settlements, 
including establishing annuities for their 
clients.

• Murdaugh created a fictitious bank 
under the name “Forge.” Murdaugh 
would then deposit client funds into his 
own fake “Forge” account to set up an 
“annuity” for the client that he controlled.



Trust Account Management:  Who is responsible 
for Trust Account Violations?

NC RULE 1.15-4: ALTERNATIVE TRUST ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE FOR MULTI-MEMBER FIRM
(a) Trust Account Oversight Officer (TAOO).
Lawyers in a law firm of two or more lawyers may designate a partner in the firm to serve as the trust account oversight officer (TAOO) for 
any general trust account into which more than one firm lawyer deposits trust funds. The TAOO and the partners of the firm, or those with 
comparable managerial authority (managing lawyers), shall agree in writing that the TAOO will oversee the administration of any such trust 
account in conformity with the requirements of Rule 1.15, including, specifically, the requirements of this Rule 1.15-4. More than one partner 
may be designated as a TAOO for a law firm.
(b) Limitations on Delegation.
Designation of a TAOO does not relieve any lawyer in the law firm of responsibility for the following:

(1) oversight of the administration of any dedicated trust account or fiduciary account that is associated with a legal matter for which 
the lawyer is primary legal counsel or with the lawyer’s performance of professional fiduciary services; and

(2) review of the disbursement sheets or statements of costs and receipts, client ledgers, and trust account balances for those legal 
matters for which the lawyer 
is primary legal counsel.

[Rule includes training requirements for TAOO]

Default = All Partners in the Firm



The “Forge” account scheme 
was finally discovered by 
PMPED when he sent the attorney 
fee portion of a settlement to his own 
fake “Forge” account. Murdaugh was 
caught when his personal secretary 
was on vacation and an accounts 
payable department employee 
discovered the deposit of attorney 
fees to the “Forge” account



Rule 5.1:
(a) A partner in a law firm, and a lawyer who … possesses comparable managerial authority in a 
law firm, shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that the firm has in effect measures giving 
reasonable assurance that all lawyers in the firm conform to the Rules of Professional Conduct.

The firm had few financial controls to 
guard against in-house embezzlements by 
lawyers. The firm recently told reporters 
… that since learning of Murdaugh’s 
action, the firm has “revamped” its 
procedures and now has strict financial 
security controls in place.



Rule 8.4(b): It is 
professional 
misconduct for a 
lawyer to commit a 
criminal act that 
reflects adversely on 
the lawyer's 
honesty, 
trustworthiness or 
fitness as a lawyer 
in other respects;





The 
lawyers 
were not 
media-
shy…



Rule 3.6 – Trial Publicity
(a) A lawyer who is participating or has participated in the investigation 

or litigation of a matter shall not make an extrajudicial statement that 
the lawyer knows or reasonably should know will be disseminated by 
means of public communication and will have a substantial likelihood 
of materially prejudicing an adjudicative proceeding in the matter.

(b) ….
(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), a lawyer may make a statement that a 

reasonable lawyer would believe is required to protect a client from the 
substantial undue prejudicial effect of recent publicity not initiated by 
the lawyer or the lawyer's client. A statement made pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be limited to such information as is necessary to 
mitigate the recent adverse publicity

Rule 8.2(a) – Judicial & 
Legal Officials: A lawyer 
shall not make a statement 
that the lawyer knows to be 
false or with reckless 
disregard as to its truth or 
falsity concerning the 
qualifications or integrity of 
a judge, adjudicatory officer 
or public legal officer, or of 
a candidate for election or 
appointment to judicial or 
legal office

What about post-trial publicity?

Ethical Pitfalls in Public Commentary About Cases



Rule 8.3(a): A lawyer who 
knows that another lawyer 
has committed a violation 
of the Rules of Professional 
Conduct that raises a 
substantial question as to 
that lawyer's honesty, 
trustworthiness or fitness 
as a lawyer in other 
respects, shall inform the 
appropriate professional 
authority.



What do you do when you suspect a partner or 
adversary is engaged in unethical behavior?

• Duty to Report—Rule 8.3
• (A) A lawyer who knows that another lawyer has committed a violation 

of the Rules of Professional Conduct that raises a substantial question as 
to that lawyer's honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawyer in other 
respects, shall inform the appropriate professional authority.

• (B) A lawyer who knows that a judge has committed a violation of 
applicable rules of judicial conduct that raises a substantial question as to 
the judge's honesty, trustworthiness, or fitness for office in other 
respects shall inform the appropriate authority.

• (C) This Rule does not require disclosure of information otherwise 
protected by Rule 1.6.



Duty to Report—Fallout

• In the matter of a Member of the Bar of the Supreme Court of Delaware, 
Richard L. Abbott, Esquire, Del. Supreme Court, No. 25-2023, November 9, 
2023.  

Following a court order for Abbott’s client to trim his trees within 10 days, 
Abbott suggested that the client transfer the property to his wife (with an 
intention to transfer the property back after the litigation) to avoid 
complying with the order.  The Vice Chancellor reported Abbott to the Office 
of Disciplinary Counsel.  Following this, Abbott “unleashed a persistent flurry 
of false invective impugning the integrity of the trial judge, ODC, and 
eventually this Court.” Id. at p. 2.  



What do you do when you suspect a partner or 
adversary is engaged in unethical behavior?

• Following his disbarment on November 9, 2023, Abbott refused to 
cooperate with the assigned Receiver, but has thrown more 
accusations and vitriol at the Delaware Supreme Court.  See First 
Accounting and Request for Relief from Order, C.A. No. 2023-1141 JJC, 
December 18, 2023.  



Immunity from Reporting:  North Carolina

N.C.G.S. § 84-28.2
§ 84-28.2. Persons immune from suit

Persons shall be immune from suit for all statements made without 
malice, and intended for transmittal to the North Carolina State Bar or 
any board, committee, officer, agent or employee thereof, or given in 
any investigation or proceedings, pertaining to alleged misconduct or 
disability or to reinstatement of an attorney. The protection of this 
immunity does not exist, however, as to statements made to others not 
intended for this use.



Addressing Attorney Misconduct—Spoliation of 
Evidence

• Attorney appeared to ditch text messages between a fact witness and 
his client;

• Messages were marked as evidence at deposition of fact witness;
• Action taken:  Filed motion for sanctions and motion to reopen 

discovery to determine spoliation issues;
• Matter resolved and motions were not determined;
• Attorney not reported because lack of discovery to determine if 

attorney or client and witness deleted messages.



Addressing Attorney Misconduct—Billing Fraud

• Attorney billed time for activities she did not perform and claimed 
mistake and that clients approved it.

• Result:  Suspended.

• Client could not pay firm’s fees so lawyer made a side deal to have 
client deposit money at a lower fee into a personal account.

• Result:  Censured.



Attorney in Large Firm Imprisoned for Money 
Laundering

• U.S. Attorney Damian Williams said: “Mark Scott, previously convicted at 
trial of laundering over $400 million of OneCoin proceeds for ‘Crypto 
Queen,’ Ruja Ignatova, used his law license as a means to participate in a 
massive money laundering scheme for a cryptocurrency that had no value 
since its inception. Scott, an equity partner at a prominent international 
law firm, had boasted of earning ‘50 by 50.’ Indeed, Scott accomplished his 
goal, but by fraud and deception, and will now spend a decade in prison 
and has been ordered to forfeit all of his illegal proceeds.”

• Scott purportedly earned $50 million for his money laundering services.



Questions?
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