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VANCOUVER: W HERE CITY AND NATURE MEET

Com e connect w ith the IADC in BC! We are looking  forw ard  to having  you 
join  us in  the in ternat ional city of Vancouver for the IADC?s 2024 Annual 
Meet ing , Ju ly 6 to 11, at  the Fairm ont  Hotel Vancouver in  Vancouver, Brit ish  
Colum bia Canada.

The p lann ing  team , IADC staff, and  our various CLE Com m it tees have been 
w orking  hard  beh ind  the scenes to create a m eet ing  space w here you, your 
fam ilies, and  your guests w ill feel not  on ly w elcom e but  also have 
num erous opportun it ies to en g ag e, focus on  busin ess developm en t , and  
have the chance to spen d  t im e w it h  on e an ot h er .       continued on page 4
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?A good m entor hopes you w ill m ove on . A g reat  m entor 
know s you w ill.? - Leslie Higg ins in  Ted Lasso

?A m entor is som eone w ho allow s you to see the hope 
inside yourself." - Oprah  Win f rey

Mentor [?Men?tôr] (NEW  OXFORD AMERICAN D ICTIONARY)
Noun ?  An experienced and t rusted  advisor
Verb ?  To advise or t rain

In  celebrat ion  of Wom en?s History Month , I journaled  about  m y f irst  m entor. I w as fortunate. Not  on ly d id  I 
have a fem ale as m y f irst  m entor, a real rarity for som eone m y age, I had  som eone w ho took an  in tense 
in terest  in  m y developm ent  and  advancem ent  as a law yer. She m ade sure I saw  w hat  I needed to see, w as 
w here I needed to be, and  she opened the doors that  needed to be opened. Most  of all, she answ ered  the 
quest ions, solved  the p rob lem s, and  offered  the support  I needed at  every stage of m y career ? som et im es 
w ith  tough love, som et im es w ith  hum or, bu t  alw ays w ith  m y best  in terest  and  advancem ent  at  heart . By 
good fortune, she cont inues to p ract ice law  in  the off ice next  door to m e; and  though the associate she 
once m entored  has g row n, she is st ill t he f irst  person I go to w hen I need advice.

I returned recent ly f rom  Ch icago w here I at tended the Corporate Counsel College and Corporate Counsel 
Train ing  Academ y. The CCC offers rich  con ten t  and  valuab le one-on-one netw orking  w ith  corporate clien ts 
year after year. It  is one of the rem ark ab le p rog ram s the IADC offers.

The CCTA is a new er p rog ram  that  p recedes the CCC. It  is aim ed at  corporate counsel of varying  leng ths of 
p ract ice but  w ho are new er to serving  in  the role of in -house counsel and  m ay 
need a b it  of gu idance of the ins and  outs of in -house counsel life. My 
experience w ith  the CCTA w as a new  one for m e, and  w ow ! I had  no idea how   IADC
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im pact fu l t h is p rog ram  is.

The CCTA is designed as a ?safe space? for the at tendee at torneys to ask quest ions of veteran  in -house 
counsel as they often  m ust  h it  t he g round runn ing  w hen f irst  h ired  as in -house counsel ? som et im es in  
crisis situat ions. The at tendees and prog ram  panelist s are p rovided  the opportun ity to connect  w ith  each 
other, and  to con t inue the conversat ion  long  after the p rog ram  is com plete.

In  som e respects, the CCTA provides corporate m entoring  for at tendees th rough the lively p resentat ions 
and  in form al netw orking . The afternoon session , curated  by Director Nicole Brunson, p rovided  those in  
at tendance w ith  m ean ing fu l advice f rom  the likes of Stan  Ball, Chris Egner, Sherylle Francis, Suzanne 
Mered ith , Bryant  Hall, Charlie Price, and  Niki Schaefer not  to m ent ion  a host  of know ledgeab le outside 
counsel. Top ics included the im portance of ow n ing  one?s ow n career, m easuring  one?s happ iness by ONE?S 
standards, and  u t ilizing  ?yes? st rateg ically. The excellen t  p rog ram  cu lm inated  in  a one-on-one in terview  
w ith  a corporate CFO that  im pressed even the veteran  in -house counsel at tendees.

And last , bu t  certain ly not  least  - one of the best  m entoring  opportun it ies the IADC offers is the IADC Trial 
Academ y. The ?Crow n Jew el? of the IADC celebrates it s 50th  gathering  at  Stan ford  Law  School August  2-9 
under the dynam ic and  creat ive leadersh ip  of Dean Warren  But ler of Starnes Davis Florie and  Dean-Elect  
Kim  Hardem an of Lederer Weston  Craig . Anyone w ho at tends the Trial Academ y know s how  am azing  and 
m ean ing fu l t he experience is, and  the m entoring  is im pact fu l and  last ing . Th is year?s facu lty shares a 
com bined experience approach ing  1,000  t r ials! I have the un ique Trial Academ y view poin t  of at tend ing  as 
a student , t he p rivilege of serving  as a facu lty m em ber, and  part icipat ing  as IADC President  ? all un ique 
experiences that  have helped  m e g row  as a law yer and  leader. Each of m y Trial Academ y experiences has 
p rovided  enorm ously special m em ories. I encourage you to g ift  t h is m entoring  opportun ity to an  at torney 
in  your f irm  w ho needs to develop  and ref ine skills in  the court room . You w ill not  reg ret  the decision  or the 
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investm ent !

The un ique environm ent  of the ?IADC fam ily? p rovides yet  another opportun ity for everyday m entoring . 
We m ay take th is opportun ity for g ran ted , bu t  it  is an  opportun ity that  is invaluab le. The associate w ho 
com es in to your off ice w ith  a ?m ay I t alk to you for a m inute?? and then closes the door and  takes a seat ; 
t he phone call f rom  an out  of state colleague w ho is over-th inking  a p rob lem  and just  needs som e 
?outsider? gu idance back on to the righ t  path ; or the law  partner w ho is losing  their w ay due to personal 
issues or a tough court room  loss. These are daily events that  p rovide each of us w ith  opportun it ies to be a 
m entor to som eone. Many of us had  a special m entor like I d id . I encourage you to seek out  a m entoring  
opportun ity today. You w ill f ind  it  an  enrich ing  experience.

- M ichele Y. Sm ith , IADC President, 2023-2024

Watch  t he video above to m eet  UNODC, 

one of t he IADC Foundat ion 's g ran tees.

https://imis.iadclaw.org/iadcimis/foundation
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4CeGIJrihk
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2024 ANNUAL MEETING (continued)

The Annual Meet ing  is curated  for you, and  w e 
hope you are p lann ing  to join  us! (It's not too 
la te!) Here are a few  h igh ligh ts:

- Tw enty-th ree educat ion  p rog ram s on  the 
schedu le

- Except ional CLE top ics
- In  a Relat ionsh ip? It 's Com plicated : 

Ach ieving  Harm ony and Avoid ing  
the Frust rat ions and  Eth ical Pit falls 
of the Nat ional/Local Counsel 
Relat ionsh ip

- Avoid ing  Surprises - How  to 
Effect ively Manage Corporate 
Spend in  Lit igat ion

- Bu ild ing  Bridges: Navigat ing  
Generat ional Expectat ions of Your 
Colleagues and Clien ts in  the New  
Age

- Netw orking  and social opportun it ies -- 

Welcom e to the Couve! Welcom e 
Recept ion , "Wildly" Canadian Them e 
Party, The Crysal Ball, afternoon tours and  
act ivit ies, sm aller g roup  gatherings, and  
m ore.

The hotel reservat ion  dead line and  act ivity and  
tour reg ist rat ion  dead line is June 5. Be sure to 
check out  those tour offerings.

Prog ram  and reg ist rat ion  in form at ion  can  be 
found on  the 2024 Annual Meet ing  page on  the 
IADC w ebsite.

JOIN US IN VANCOUVER
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https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/2024_Annual_Meeting_-_Activities_and_Tours.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/2024_Annual_Meeting_-_Activities_and_Tours.pdf
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2024  Professional Liab il it y Roun d t ab le

May 30, The Gleacher Center, University of Chicago, 
Booth School of Business, Chicago, IL USA

Th is fu ll-day p rog ram  includes insurance focused 
m orn ing  p rog ram s w ith  tw o afternoon prog ram  
t rackopt ions: p rofessional liab ilit y and  m ed ical liab ilit y. 

Th is p rog ram  is open to all, includ ing  non-m em bers. 
Details and  reg ist rat ion  can  be found on  the IADC w ebsite.

50 t h  Annual Tr ial Academ y
August 2 - 9, Stanford Law School, Pa lo Alto, CA USA

As the "Crow n Jew el" of the IADC, the Trial Academ y is one of the oldest  and  m ost  
respected  p rog ram s for develop ing  defense t rial advocacy skills. Perfect  for those 
looking  to learn  and  pract ice the fundam entals and  for those seeking  to ref ine their 
techn iques and tact ics and  take their t rial skills to the next  level. 

Th is year's class is f illing  qu ickly! If you have been w ait ing , enroll your students now  
to secure their spot .

Upcom ing Events

https://www.iadclaw.org/events/2024-professional-liability-roundtable/
https://www.iadclaw.org/events/2024-professional-liability-roundtable/
https://www.iadclaw.org/events/50th-annual-trial-academy/
https://www.iadclaw.org/events/50th-annual-trial-academy/
https://www.iadclaw.org/events/50th-annual-trial-academy/
https://www.iadclaw.org/events/50th-annual-trial-academy/
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BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The follow ing  business developm ent  opportun it ies w ere afforded  to m em bers since the last  issue of 
the Docket in  January.

-  In -Person Connect ion  Events
- IADConnects in  Phoen ix  
- Reg ional Meet ing  and  Join t  BIICL Conference in  London; Vienna Reg ional Meet ing ; 

Ch icago Reg ional Meet ing  
- 2024 Midyear Meet ing , Corporate Counsel Train ing  Academ y, and  Corporate Counsel 

College
- 55 Month ly Substan t ive Law  Com m it tee Calls

- 24 p resentat ions on  im portan t  top ics and  best  p ract ices
- 59 m em ber in t roduct ions
- 7 join t  m eet ings

- 7 pub lished w rit ing  opportun it ies th rough our Com m it tee art icles
- A brand-new  issue of the Defense Counsel Journal, our scholarly journal
- 3 feature art icles p laced by our PR f irm , Jaffe
- 18 m em ber successes shared
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IADC Aw ards t h e 2023 Diversit y, Equ it y, In clusion , an d  Belon g in g  Aw ard  

t o Ham il t on , M iller  & Bir t h isel, LLP

The IADC presented  it s Diversity, Equ ity, Inclusion , and  Belong ing  (DEIB) Aw ard  for 2023 
to law  f irm  Ham ilton , M iller & Birth isel, LLP (HM&B). HM&B partner and  IADC m em ber 
Jerry D. Ham ilton  accepted  the aw ard  at  the 2024 Midyear Meet ing .

Created  by the IADC?s Diversity, Equ ity, Inclusion  and Belong ing  Com m it tee, the DEIB 
Aw ard  recogn izes persons and organ izat ions that  have cham pioned and taken 
purposefu l, t ang ib le act ions yield ing  posit ive outcom es in  ach ieving  d iversity, equ ity, 
inclusion , and  belong ing  in  the legal p rofession . 

?The IADC is very p roud to p resent  it s DEIB Aw ard  to Ham ilton , M iller & Birth isel for it s 
t railb lazing  com m itm ent  and  act ion  tow ard  d iversity and  inclusion  at  the f irm  and in  
the b roader legal com m unity,? said  IADC President  M ichele Y. Sm ith , a shareholder at  
MehaffyWeber, P.C. ?By recogn izing  HM&B?s ach ievem ents in  th is area, the IADC seeks to con t inue to raise 
aw areness and insp ire others to ach ieve posit ive d iverse, equ itab le, and  inclusive belong ing  in  the legal 
p rofession .?

Ham ilton , w ho sit s on  the board  of the Nat ional Associat ion  of M inority and  Wom en Ow ned Law  Firm s 
(NAMW OLF), said , ?We are very g ratefu l to IADC for recogn izing  Ham ilton , M iller & Birth isel as a leader in  
taking  m ean ing fu l act ion  tow ard  guaran teeing  d iversity, equ ity and  inclusion  in  our indust ry. We share 
these goals w ith  IADC and look forw ard  to encourag ing  other f irm s and ind ividuals to bu ild  w orkp laces 
w ith  d iverse p rofessionals and  staff and  foster environm ents that  value the con t ribu t ions of everyone.?
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RECENT EVENT RECAPS

IADConn ect s in  Van couver. On January 18, Jim  
Su llivan  hosted  a fun  happy hour at  w h ich  
p rospect ive, new, and  veteran  IADC m em bers had  
the opportun ity to m eet  and  visit  w ith  each other in  a 
casual set t ing  in  Vancouver. Vancouver p lays host  to 
the Annual Meet ing  in  Ju ly. We cannot  w ait  to share 
th is w onderfu l city w ith  the IADC!

IADConn ect s in  Ph oen ix. On January 19, at tendees 
connected  in  Phoen ix hosted  by m em ber Carolyn  
Husm ann. Mem bers in  the reg ion  and at tendees at  
the DRI Wom en in  the Law  Conference en joyed an  
opportun ity to relax, visit , and  get  to know  each other 
bet ter. 

Reg ional Meet in g  an d  Join t  BIICL Con feren ce. The 
IADC hosted  a successfu l and  p roduct ive Reg ional Meet ing  in  associat ion  w ith  the Brit ish  Inst it u te of 
In ternat ional and  Com parat ive Law  (?BIICL?) in  London. Sixty-f ive at tendees received  
thought -p rovoking  in form at ion  f rom  tw o g reat  panels that  addressed m ass tort s and  em erg ing  risks 
f rom  the European and US perspect ives. 
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RECENT EVENT RECAPS

Vienna Reg ional Meet in g . Our European Reg ional 
Meet ing , hosted  by CMS Reich-Rohrw ig  Hainz 
Rechtsanw alte Gm bH, honored  Th ird  Year Board  
Mem ber Dan iela Karollus-Bruner. Many IADC m em bers 
part icipated  in  the outstand ing  p rog ram m ing  during  
the m eet ing , includ ing  Döne Yalç?n , Thom as Rouhet te, 
and  Maria Orlyk , w ho provided  thought -p rovoking  and 
insp iring  insigh t  in to runn ing  a legal business in  the 
m idd le of w ar. Am ong  others, at tendees also heard  
f rom  Marina Sm elyanskaya w ith  the Un ited  Nat ions 

Developm ent  Prog ram m e and Nick Em m erson, President  of the Law  Society of Eng land  and Wales. 

2024  Midyear Meet in g . The Midyear Meet ing  took p lace at  the JW  Marriot t  M iam i Turnberry in  
Miam i, Florida. More than  450 m em bers, spouses/sign if ican t  others, guests, and  sponsors at tended 
the m eet ing , and  40 new  IADC m em bers in t roduced them selves by detailing  their w orst  or m ost  
m em orab le jobs. The m eet ing  w as successfu l w ith  ext rem ely relevant  CLE offerings -- tw enty-tw o 
prog ram s offered  in  total -- and  lots of g reat  business netw orking  opportun it ies. Thank you to the 
2024 Plann ing  Team : Convent ion  Chairs Sandy and Tom  Wunderlich , President -Elect  Donna 
Lam ontagne and Tom  Pat riarca, and  President  M ichele Sm ith  and  Mitchell Sm ith . 
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RECENT EVENT RECAPS

Corporat e Counsel Train in g  Academ y. A g reat  afternoon w as had at  the Corporate Counsel Train ing  
Academ y in  Ch icago. W ith  the them e ?Mind ing  Your Business: Ways to Grow  as Corporate Counsel,? 
new er corporate counsel benef ited  f rom  the p resentat ions of several in -house and outside counsel 
w ith  p ract ical and  tact ical advice for navigat ing  the in -house role. Great  engagem ent  and  the 
opportun ity to m ake connect ions sure to keep going  and g row ing . Thank you to Nicole Brunson, her 
Com m it tee, and  the speakers. 

Ch icag o Reg ional Meet in g . The Midw est  Reg ional Meet ing  allow ed Corporate Counsel Train ing  
Academ y and Corporate Counsel College at tendees, along  w ith  area m em bers and  guests, to gather 
and  celebrate the hard  w ork of Th ird  Year Board  Mem ber Tom  Lysaught .  

2024  Corporat e Counsel Colleg e. Dean Am y Sherry Fischer kicked  off 
day one of the Corporate Counsel College, w h ich  w as a t rem endous day 
f illed  w ith  excellen t  con ten t  designed to address hot  bu t ton  issues 
affect ing  in -house counsel w ith  g reat  d iscussions on  how  to respond. 
The netw orking  b reaks and recept ion  also p rovided  a w onderfu l 
opportun ity to connect  and  engage w ith  new  and old  f riends. Day tw o 
of the College ended on  a h igh  note w ith  tw o dynam ite panels that  left  
at tendees w ant ing  m ore. Thank you to Dean Am y Sherry Fischer, the 
p lann ing  Com m it tee, our speakers and  m oderators, and  our sponsors. 



COMMITTEE NEW SLETTERS

W hat  is t h e Role of  Scien ce in  Det erm in in g  a Causal Link ? Th e 
Exam p le of  Pest icides in  Fren ch  Lit ig at ion
By Sylvie Gallage-Alw is and  Elias Boukachab ine   
Toxic and Hazardous Substances Litigation Com m ittee

Defusin g  Nuclear Verd ict s Prior t o Trial
By John Lucas, W hitney Frazier Wat t , and  Adam  J. Bobkin    
Product Liability Com m ittee

Flyin g  Fou l Play: Leg al Issues Take Flig h t  in  Mon day Nig h t  Foot ball 's Dron e In ciden t
By Mica Nguyen Worthy and  Charlie Raphun    
Transportation Com m ittee

Liab il it y for Defect ive Product s an d  t h e Pharm a In dust ry: W hat ?s New  in  t h e EU & Fran ce?
By Sylvie Gallage-Alw is and  Alice Decram er     
Product Liability Com m ittee

Aircraf t  Ow n ersh ip  Considerat ions - So You  Boug h t  a Plan e, Now  W hat ?
By Mica Nguyen Worthy      
Transportation Com m ittee

Gran t in g  of  Au t h orit y in  a Mexican  Corporat ion  an d  Considerat ions Reg ard in g  Foreig n  Pow ers of  
At t orn ey t o Be Used  in  Mexico
By Manuel Moctezum a      
International Com m ittee

Your Chan ce of  Get t in g  Hit  by Space Junk  Is Ext rem ely Low , Bu t  Not  Zero! 
(Th e Curren t  ?Un iverse? of  Space Insu ran ce)
By Mica Worthy
Transportation Com m ittee
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W EBINARS

Con f lict s of  In t erest , Invest ig at ions, an d  Prot est s, Oh  My! Navig at in g  Post -Governm en t  Em p loym en t  
Rest r ict ions as a Pot en t ial Em p loyer

Presented  by - Business Lit igat ion  Com m it tee and  Corporate Com pliance and Governm ent  Enforcem ent  
Act ions Com m it tee
Presenters: D. Michael Hurst, Jr., Phelps Dunbar, LLP; Tara  L. Ward, McDerm ott Will & Em ery LLP

PDF of Presentat ion  | Web inar Record ing  | Passw ord  can  be found here 

Th in g s t o Consider as You  Prepare for Your First  Tr ial

Presented  by - Business Lit igat ion  Com m it tee, Const ruct ion  Law  and Lit igat ion  Com m it tee, Em ploym ent  
Law  Com m it tee, Product  Liab ilit y Com m it tee, and  Trial Techn iques and Tact ics Com m it tee
Moderator: T. Thom as Singer, Hall and Evans, LLC                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Presenters: Julie A. Callsen, Tucker Ellis LLP; W. M. Bains Flem ing, III, Norm an, Wood, Kendrick & Turner; 
Shannon Joseph, Morningstar Law Group; Stephanie M. Laws, Maslon, LLP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Web inar Record ing  | Passw ord  can  be found here

Federal Ju risd ict ion : Snap  t o It ! 

Presented  by - Drug , Device and  Biotechnology Com m it tee and  Product  Liab ilit y Com m it tee
Presenter: Katie Maechler, Maslon LLP

PDF of Presentat ion  | Web inar Record ing  | Passw ord  can  be found here
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These podcast  ep isodes have d ropped  since our last  Docket  issue. 

Listen  below , or w herever you  listen  to podcast s.

- The Mag ic Cit y: M iam i
- Host  Mollie Bened ict  (Tucker Ellis LLP) spoke w ith  fellow  m em bers Sandy Wunderlich  

(2024 Midyear Meet ing  Convent ion  Chair, Tucker Ellis LLP) and  Spencer Silverg late (IADC 
Past  President , Clarke Silverg late, P.A.) about  all t h ings Miam i. Th is ep isode covers Miam i 
recom m endat ions for food , act ivit ies, and  fun .  

- Navigat ing  Allysh ip : A Follow -Up on  Support ing  Jew ish  Colleagues
- Host  Mat t  Cairns (Text ron , Inc.) follow ed up  w ith  Rebecca Weinstein  Bacon (Bart lit  Beck 

LLP), Dan Reisler (Aviva Trial Law yers), Sheila Sch iff m an (Vitesco Technolog ies), and  Scot t  
W ilkov (Tucker Ellis LLP) on  their Act ive Ally series p rog ram . They p rovided  updates since 
their last  conversat ion  and  shared  concrete w ays to act ively support  Jew ish  colleagues.

- IADC 2024 Corporate Counsel Train ing  Academ y and  Corporate Counsel College 
- Host  Rebecca Weinstein  Bacon (Bart lit  Beck LLP) in terview ed IADC?s 2024 Corporate 

Counsel Train ing  Academ y Chair Nicole Brunson (Arrival) and  Corporate Counsel College 
Dean Am y Sherry Fischer (Foliart , Huff, Ot taw ay & Bot tom ) about  th is year?s p rog ram s 
held  in  Ch icago, April 10 to 12.
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- Breast  Cancer: An  In t im ate Conversat ion
- Host  Mollie Bened ict  (Tucker Ellis LLP) had  an  in t im ate conversat ion  w ith  IADC m em bers 

Am y Sherry Fischer (Foliart , Huff, Ot taw ay & Bot tom ), Meade Hart f ield  (Brad ley Aran t  
Bou lt  Cum m ings LLP), and  W hitney Frazier Wat t  (St ites & Harb ison  PLLC). They each 
shared  their story and  connect ion , and  p rovided  suggest ions on  how  to support  f riends 
and colleagues going  th rough th is journey. 

- The IADC Trial Academ y ?  An  Inside View
- In  th is ?Speaking  With  the Sm iths? podcast  ep isode, get  an  inside look at  the IADC?s 

Crow n Jew el ? the Trial Academ y. IADC President  M ichele Sm ith  (MehaffyWeber) and  
IADC Speaks Host  Mat t  Cairns (Text ron  Inc.) in terview ed Dean Warren  But ler (Starnes 
Davis Florie, LLP) and  Dean-Elect  Kim  Hardem an (Lederer Weston  Craig  PLC) about  th is 
year?s Academ y, to be held  August  2-9, as it  celebrates it s 50th  year. Learn  about  w hat?s in  
store and  hear about  the incred ib ly talen ted  facu lty assem bled  and ready to t rain  
another g roup of fu ture f irst  chair law yers!
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DEFENSE COUNSEL JOURNAL - VOLUME 91, NUMBER 1

Presiden t 's Pag e By Michele Y. Sm ith

Ed it or 's Pag e By Marsha M. Piccone and Peter J. Pizzi

PFAS in  Food  Pack ag in g : Product  Liab il it y Con cerns for In dust ry Manu fact u rers an d  Sellers 
By Craig  T. Liljest rand

Online Art icle  |  PDF to Prin t

Priv ileg e Pierced  by On g oin g  or Fu t u re W ron g fu l Con duct : Th e Crim e-Fraud  Priv ileg e Excep t ion  is 
Broader Than  You  Th ink
By W. Scot t  O'Connell

On line Art icle  |  PDF to Prin t

Th ird -Par t y Observat ion  of  In depen den t  Med ical Exam inat ions
By Floyd  G. Cot t rell

On line Art icle  |  PDF to Prin t

Th e Nurem burg  Trials - View in g  t h e Ru le of  Law 's Response t o t h e Holocaust  Th roug h  a Trial 
Law yer 's Lens 
By Christopher S. Berdy

Online Art icle  |  PDF to Prin t

https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/presidents-page---volume-91-number-1/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/presidents-page---volume-91-number-1/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/presidents-page---volume-91-number-1/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/editors-page---volume-91-number-1/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/editors-page---volume-91-number-1/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/pfas-in-food-packaging-product-liability-concerns-for-industry-manufacturers-and-sellers/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/pfas-in-food-packaging-product-liability-concerns-for-industry-manufacturers-and-sellers/
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/PFAS_in_Food_Packaging.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/PFAS_in_Food_Packaging.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/PFAS_in_Food_Packaging.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/privilege-pierced-by-ongoing-or-future-wrongful-conduct-the-crime-fraud-privilege-exception-is-broader-than-you-think/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/privilege-pierced-by-ongoing-or-future-wrongful-conduct-the-crime-fraud-privilege-exception-is-broader-than-you-think/
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Privilege_Pierced_by_Ongoing_or_Future_Wrongful_Conduct.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Privilege_Pierced_by_Ongoing_or_Future_Wrongful_Conduct.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Privilege_Pierced_by_Ongoing_or_Future_Wrongful_Conduct.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/third-party-observation-of-independent-medical-examinations/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/third-party-observation-of-independent-medical-examinations/
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Third-Party_Observation_of_Independent_Medical_Examinations.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Third-Party_Observation_of_Independent_Medical_Examinations.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Third-Party_Observation_of_Independent_Medical_Examinations.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/the-nuremburg-trials---viewing-the-rule-of-laws-response-to-the-holocaust-through-a-trial-lawyers-lens/
https://www.iadclaw.org/defensecounseljournal/the-nuremburg-trials---viewing-the-rule-of-laws-response-to-the-holocaust-through-a-trial-lawyers-lens/
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/The_Nuremburg_Trials1.pdf?7840
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/The_Nuremburg_Trials1.pdf?7840
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/The_Nuremburg_Trials1.pdf?7840


 IADC
DOCKET

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

For past  W eb inar p resen t at ions an d  record in g s, Defense Counsel Journa l 
ar t icles, Act ive Ally d iscussions, t h e Div

AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS
Updat e on  Am icus Brief  Filed  in  Sullivan v. W erner Com pany and Low e's Com panies, Inc. (1/9/2024 )

This update refers to the am icus brief the IADC filed in "Michael and Melissa  Sullivan v. Werner Com pany 
and Lowe's Com panies, Inc."

The Pennsylvan ia Suprem e Court?s decision  is a loss, bu t  w ith  room  for hope in  fu ture cases. The quest ion  
before the court  w as w hether evidence that  the p roduct  com plied  w ith  indust ry or governm ent  standards 
is adm issib le in  a st rict  p roduct  liab ilit y law su it . Six just ices part icipated  in  the decision , and  the court  sp lit  
3-1-2. An  op in ion  for th ree just ices, announcing  the court?s judgm ent , concluded that  such  evidence is 
never adm issib le in  Pennsylvan ia. A fourth  just ice (Donohue) ag reed that  on  the facts of th is part icu lar 
case the t rial court  had  p roperly excluded the evidence. But  her op in ion  left  open the possib ilit y that  such  
evidence m igh t  be adm issib le in  a fu ture case. Her op in ion  w ou ld  requ ire, at  a m in im um , that  the 
defendant  p resent  evidence of w hat  the standard  says and  it s developm ent , and  the defendant  w ou ld  
also have to exp lain  how  the evidence w as relevant  to at  least  one of the factors that  that  the ju ry m ust  
use in  decid ing  w hether the p roduct  is unreasonab ly dangerous. An op in ion  for tw o other just ices, 
d issent ing , concluded that  such  evidence is norm ally adm issib le (as long  as norm al ru les of evidence are 
m et ). 

Im portan t ly, no op in ion  got  a m ajority. It  norm ally takes a m ajority of just ices to create a hold ing  that  
b inds low er courts. In  som e fu ture case, the m anufacturer w ou ld  w ant  to offer the evidence and 
exp lanat ion  requ ired  by Just ice Donohue?s op in ion . If t hat  evidence w ere offered  in  a fu ture case, the 
lineup is that  it  w ou ld  be inadm issib le under op in ions represent ing  th ree just ices, and  m igh t  be 
adm issib le under op in ions represent ing  th ree other just ices. Since neither posit ion  com m anded a 
m ajority, Su llivan  does not  requ ire the t rial court  to exclude such evidence. The t rial court  has to decide 
w hether to follow  the th ree just ices in  the p luralit y or the th ree just ices in  the concurrence p lus d issent .
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The Pennsylvan ia Suprem e Court  has a seventh  just ice w ho w as not  on  the court  in  t im e to part icipate in  
the Su llivan  decision . The defendant?s counsel has offered  reargum ent  so that  the seventh  just ice can  
part icipate. If t here is a reargum ent , t he resu lt ing  op in ion  w ou ld  p resum ab ly have seven just ices and  one 
side m igh t  com m and a m ajority. We m ust  w ait  and  see w hat  happens.

Read the just ice op in ion  here. | Read the concurring  op in ion  here. | Read the d issent ing  op in ion  here.

IADC Files Brief  in  Un it ed  St at es Cour t  of  Appeals for t h e Fif t h  Circu it  in  Jennifer Harris v. FedEx 
Corpora te Services, Inc. (02/01/2024 ; 5/3/2023)

The IADC f iled  a m ot ion  in  support  of FedEx in  Jennifer Harris v. FedEx Corporate Services, Inc. on May 3, 
2023. The Court  issued a ru ling  on  February 1, 2024 .

Read the ru ling . |  Read the am icus b rief.

Mot ion  an d  Brief  Filed  in  Diane Ow ens v. Firstenergy Corpora tion  (2/ 16/2024 )

The IADC f iled  an  am icus b rief in  the Sixth  Circu it  in  Diane Owens v. FirstEnergy Corporation in  an  appeal 
of class cert if icat ion  g ran ted  under FRCP 23(b)(3) for defendants? alleged violat ions of the Securit ies Act  of 
1933 and the Securit ies Exchange Act  of 1934 . The IADC?s brief argues that  in  g ran t ing  p lain t iffs? Ru le 
23(b)(3) m ot ion  for class cert if icat ion , the d ist rict  court  fundam entally erred  in  app lying  the law  and failed  
to app ly p roperly tw o sign if ican t  p rotect ions f rom  liab ilit y p rovided  to defendants.

First , in  cert ifying  a class on  p lain t iffs? claim s brought  under the Securit ies Exchange Act , t he d ist rict  court  
failed  to undertake the requ ired  rigorous analysis, w h ich  serves as a p rotect ion  for defendants under Ru le 
23(b)(3)?s p redom inance requ irem ent . The lack of the requ ired  rigorous analysis led  the d ist rict  court  to the 
w rong  resu lt , w hen it  held  in  a conclusory fash ion  that  p lain t iffs had  sat isf ied  the p redom inance 

https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Sullivan_Affirmance_Opinion_of_the_Court_1.9.24.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Sullivan_Concurring_Opinion_1.9.24.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Sullivan_Dissenting_Opinion_1.9.24.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Harris_v_FedEx_Ruling_2.1.2024.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Harris_v_FedEx_Amicus_Brief_5.3.2023.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Harris_v_FedEx_Amicus_Brief_5.3.2023.pdf
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requ irem ent  on  their claim s brought  under the Securit ies Exchange Act  for the sam e reasons they had  
m et  the p redom inance requ irem ent  on  their claim s under the Securit ies Act? desp ite the fact  that  the 
lat ter con tains a dam ages form ula w h ile the form er does not , rendering  the analogy inap t . 

Second, the d ist rict  court  im properly app lied  the Affilia ted Ute p resum pt ion  of reliance, w h ich  w as 
created  for cases that  p rim arily dealt  w ith  a failu re to d isclose. IADC?s brief argues it s app licat ion  in  th is 
case w as im proper as p lain t iffs? claim s w ere based on  aff irm at ive alleged m isrepresentat ions, not  
om issions.  Plain t iffs at tem pted  expansion  of Affilia ted Ute represents a dangerous p recedent  in  the 
erosion  of the p rotect ions associated  w ith  securit ies f raud  claim s as it  allow s a p lain t iff to skirt  having  to 
p rove actual reliance, an  essent ial elem ent  of a f raud  claim , and  poten t ially allow s for class t reatm ent  of 
f raud  claim s. IADC?s brief u rges the Sixth  Circu it  to recogn ize that  expand ing  Affilia ted Ute to cases 
involving  aff irm at ive alleged m isrepresentat ions w ill render the reliance requ irem ent  m ean ing less in  
securit ies f raud  cases.  The U.S. Cham ber of Com m erce and form er U.S. Securit ies and  Exchange 
Com m ission  off icials also f iled  am icus b riefs urg ing  the Sixth  Circu it  to reverse class cert if icat ion  in  th is 
case. 

M ike Risley, Marjorie Farris, Chad McTighe, and  Beth  Breetz of St ites & Harb ison  in  Lou isville, Kentucky 
p repared  and f iled  the IADC?s brief.

Read the am icus m ot ion. | Read the am icus b rief.

For past  W eb inar p resen t at ions, Defense Counsel Journa l ar t icles, Act ive Ally d iscussions, t h e 
Diversit y Roadm ap  resou rce, an d  m ore, v isit  t h e "Resource Lib rary" sect ion  at  w w w .iadclaw .org .

https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Diane_Owens_v_Firstenergy_Corporation_amicus_motion_2.16.2024.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Diane_Owens_v_Firstenergy_Corporation_amicus_motion_2.16.2024.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Diane_Owens_v_Firstenergy_Corporation_amicus_brief_2.16.2024.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Diane_Owens_v_Firstenergy_Corporation_amicus_brief_2.16.2024.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/resources/resource-library/amicus-curiae-briefs/
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John  Collins 
Vorys, Sater, 
Seym our and  Pease 
LLP 
Houston , Texas USA 

Kat elyn  Cook  
Gunderson, Palm er, 
Nelson  & Ashm ore 
LLP  
Rap id  City, 
South  Dakota USA

Lan e Fin ch  
Sw ift , Currie, McGhee 
& Hiers, LLP  
Birm ingham , 
Alabam a USA

Jessica Lam  
Blake, Cassels & 
Graydon LLP  
Toron to, Ontario 
Canada

Mich elle Man iag o 
Borden Ladner 
Gervais LLP   
Vancouver, Brit ish  
Colum bia Canada

Gerben  Nerin ck x 
Veralto   
Ghent , Belg ium

Kim berly Slay 
MASLON LLP   
M inneapolis, 
M innesota USA

An t h ony Terran ova 
QBE Insurance    
New  York, 
New  York USA

Shann on  M. Bell 
Kelly Law  Partners, 
LLC     
Denver, 
Colorado USA

Sarah  Clu t t s 
Fox Rothsch ild  LLP     
Oklahom a City, 

Oklahom a USA

Et h en  Shap iro
Hill, Ward  & 
Henderson      
Tam pa, Florida USA

Ed  Tur t le 
Cooley (UK) LLP      
London, Eng land

Marc Haef n er
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Falanga LLP       
New ark, 
New  Jersey USA

Suzann e Hill
Rum berger, Kirk & 
Caldw ell, P.A.        
Orlando, Florida USA 

Tracey Coh en
Fasken Mart ineau        
Vancouver, Brit ish  
Colum bia Canada

Sven ia 
Rog g enk am p
Hilt i Corporat ion          
Schaan, 
Liech tenstein
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NOMINATE
If you know  anyone 
w ho w ould  be an  

excellen t  m em ber, 
nom inate them  

for IADC 
m em bersh ip.

Please welcom e 
our newest 
m em bers to 

the IADC, and if 
you need a  lega l 

resource in 
their a rea , 

Think IADC First and 
give them  a  ca ll!

https://www.vorys.com/collins
https://www.vorys.com/collins
https://gpna.com/professionals/katelyn-a-cook
https://gpna.com/professionals/katelyn-a-cook
https://www.swiftcurrie.com/attorneys-f-lane-finch_-jr-partner
https://www.swiftcurrie.com/attorneys-f-lane-finch_-jr-partner
https://www.blakes.com/people/find-a-person/jessica-lam
https://www.blakes.com/people/find-a-person/jessica-lam
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/maniago-michelle
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/maniago-michelle
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gerben-nerinckx-b5bba91a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gerben-nerinckx-b5bba91a/
https://www.maslon.com/kslay
https://www.maslon.com/kslay
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anthony-terranova-600b3a10/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anthony-terranova-600b3a10/
https://kellylawpartners.com/our-people/shannon-m-bell/
https://kellylawpartners.com/our-people/shannon-m-bell/
https://kellylawpartners.com/our-people/shannon-m-bell/
https://www.foxrothschild.com/sarah-clutts
https://www.foxrothschild.com/sarah-clutts
https://www.hwhlaw.com/people-Ethen-R-Shapiro
https://www.hwhlaw.com/people-Ethen-R-Shapiro
https://www.cooley.com/people/edward-turtle
https://www.cooley.com/people/edward-turtle
https://walsh.law/attorney/marc-d-haefner/
https://walsh.law/attorney/marc-d-haefner/
https://www.rumberger.com/people/shill/
https://www.rumberger.com/people/shill/
https://www.fasken.com/en/tracey-cohen
https://www.fasken.com/en/tracey-cohen
https://www.linkedin.com/in/svenia-r-39841519a/?originalSubdomain=li
https://www.linkedin.com/in/svenia-r-39841519a/?originalSubdomain=li
https://www.iadclaw.org/membership/member-forms/nomination-form/
https://www.iadclaw.org/membership/member-forms/nomination-form/
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Claus Th iery
CMS Hasche Sig le          
Mun ich , Germ any

Carolin e Jozw iak
Lect ra          
Paris, France

Alison  McMinn
Form an Watkins & 
Kru tz LLP         
Jackson, 
Mississipp i USA

Joshua H. Ab ram son
Porzio, Brom berg  & 
New m an, P.C         
New  York, 
New  York USA

Dessislava Day
Greene & Roberts LLP          
San Diego, 
Californ ia USA

Rober t  Hof f
Wigg in  and  Dana LLP           
Stam ford , 
Connect icu t  USA

Kasia Now ak
Foley Mansf ield             
Ch icago, Illinois USA

John  Becket t
Hunter Doug las             
Rot terdam , 
Netherlands

Clay A . Cossé
Dykem a Gosset t  PLLC              
Dallas, Texas USA

Dan ielle Fost er-Sm it h
Ruan Transportat ion                
Des Moines, Iow a USA

Christ oph er Hork ins
Cassels Brock & 
Blackw ell LLP                
Toron to, Ontario 
Canada

An drew  W allace
NTE Mob ilit y Partners 
LLC                 
Dallas, Texas USA

Noah  Boud reau
Fasken Mart ineau                  
Mont réal, Québec 
Canada

Elizabet h  Fu ller
Great  Am erican  
Insurance Com pany                   
Cincinnat i, Oh io USA

Christ oph er Mirak ian
Baker Sterch i Cow den 
& Rice LLC                    
Kansas City, 
M issouri USA

Kat h ryn  Plat t
The Hart ford  Financial 
Services Group, Inc.                     
Gu lf port , 
M ississipp i USA

Roy Prat h er
Beveridge & Diam ond 
PC                     
Balt im ore, 
Maryland  USA

Nat han  Quag lia
UB Greensfelder LLP                      
Cincinnat i, Oh io USA            

Kenn et h  Dzikow sk i 
Teva Pharm aceut icals                       
Parsippany, 
New  Jersey USA

Allen  Est es 
Balch  & Bingham  LLP                
Birm ingham , 
Alabam a USA

Nicole How ell
Fox Rothsch ild  LLP                        
Kansas City, 
M issouri USA

Dan iel Sban ot t o
Uber Freigh t                          
Rogers, Arkansas USA

https://cms.law/en/deu/people/claus-thiery
https://cms.law/en/deu/people/claus-thiery
https://www.linkedin.com/in/caroline-jozwiak-baaa874/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/caroline-jozwiak-baaa874/
https://www.formanwatkins.com/people/alison-oneal-mcminn/
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https://www.greeneroberts.com/team/dessislava-day
https://www.wiggin.com/person/robert-s-hoff/
https://www.wiggin.com/person/robert-s-hoff/
https://www.foleymansfield.com/professionals/kasia-nowak/
https://www.foleymansfield.com/professionals/kasia-nowak/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-beckett-4512ab58/?originalSubdomain=nl
https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-beckett-4512ab58/?originalSubdomain=nl
https://www.dykema.com/people/clay-a-coss.html
https://www.dykema.com/people/clay-a-coss.html
https://www.dykema.com/people/clay-a-coss.html
mailto:dasmith@ruan.com
mailto:dasmith@ruan.com
https://cassels.com/our_team/christopher-horkins/
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrew-wallace-a25a83/
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https://www.fasken.com/en/noah-boudreau
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabeth-fuller-b5b90864/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabeth-fuller-b5b90864/
https://www.bakersterchi.com/christopher-mirakian
https://www.bakersterchi.com/christopher-mirakian
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kathryn-breard-platt-a2489bb/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kathryn-breard-platt-a2489bb/
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https://www.bdlaw.com/roy-d-prather-iii/
https://www.ubglaw.com/nathan-a-quaglia
https://www.ubglaw.com/nathan-a-quaglia
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kenneth-dzikowski-5099288b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kenneth-dzikowski-5099288b/
https://www.balch.com/professionals/e/estes-allen-m
https://www.balch.com/professionals/e/estes-allen-m
https://www.foxrothschild.com/nikki-h-howell
https://www.foxrothschild.com/nikki-h-howell
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-sbanotto-28474318/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-sbanotto-28474318/
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At lan ta, Georg ia USA
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Ch icago, Illinois USA
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MegaCorp  Log ist ics 
W ilm ing ton , 
North  Carolina USA
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Arm st rong  Teasdale 
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Sain t  Lou is, 
M issouri USA  

Sh elag h  Carn eg ie
Gow ling  W LG (Canada) 
LLP          
Toron to, Ontario 
Canada 
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Pot parevic-Nikolic
CML Const ruct ion  
Services GESMBH          
M ilan , It aly 

R. Heat h  Savan t
Plauché Maselli 
Parkerson LLP              
Baton  Rouge, 
Lou isiana USA

Rich ik  Sark ar
Dinsm ore & Shoh l LLP              
Cleveland , Oh io USA

Th om  Ben ed ict
Farm  Bened ict  
Sug ihara               
Honolu lu , Haw aii USA

Pat r ick  Bobo
U.S. Mult im odal Group             
Denver, Colorado USA

Em ily Ch iar izia 
Arm st rong  Transport                
Charlot te, North  
Carolina USA

Michael Fu ryk  
Alexander Holburn  
Beaud in  + Lang  LLP              
Toron to, Ontario 
Canada

Sak al Hen g
GOLFTEC              
Eng lew ood, 
Colorado USA

Jacquelin e Kin der
Watters Wolf Bub 
Hansm ann               
Kansas City, 
M issouri USA

Marissa Ronk  
W heeler Trigg  
O'Donnell LLP                
Denver, Colorado USA

Michael W einst ein
MLT Aikins LLP     
W inn ipeg , Man itoba 
Canada

Jaclyn  Bryk  W elch   
The J.M. Sm ucker 
Com pany                
Orrville, Oh io USA

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ernie-wetzler-857134a9/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ernie-wetzler-857134a9/
https://www.wilsonelser.com/kimberly-e-blair
https://www.wilsonelser.com/kimberly-e-blair
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cobypage/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cobypage/
https://www.armstrongteasdale.com/julie-fix-meyer/
https://www.armstrongteasdale.com/julie-fix-meyer/
https://www.armstrongteasdale.com/julie-fix-meyer/
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/people/shelagh-carnegie/#panel-button1
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/people/shelagh-carnegie/#panel-button1
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andreapotparevic/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andreapotparevic/
https://www.pmpllp.com/professionals/r-heath-savant
https://www.pmpllp.com/professionals/r-heath-savant
https://www.pmpllp.com/professionals/r-heath-savant
https://www.dinsmore.com/richik-sarkar/
https://www.dinsmore.com/richik-sarkar/
https://www.fbslawyers.com/thom-benedict
https://www.fbslawyers.com/thom-benedict
https://www.linkedin.com/in/patrickbobo/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/patrickbobo/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emily-chiarizia-esq-a5744417/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emily-chiarizia-esq-a5744417/
https://www.ahbl.ca/people/michael-furyk/
https://www.ahbl.ca/people/michael-furyk/
mailto:sheng@golftec.com
mailto:sheng@golftec.com
https://wwbhlaw.com/attorneys/jacqueline-m-kinder/
https://wwbhlaw.com/attorneys/jacqueline-m-kinder/
https://wtotrial.com/marissa-s-ronk
https://wtotrial.com/marissa-s-ronk
https://www.mltaikins.com/people/michael-weinstein/
https://www.mltaikins.com/people/michael-weinstein/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jackiebrykwelch/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jackiebrykwelch/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jackiebrykwelch/
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IADC 
SUCCESSES

Kurt  Gerstner, a sen ior 
at torney at  Dentons Lee in  
Seou l, South  Korea, w as listed  
am ong  "2023 Korea?s Top 100 
Law yers" by Asia  Business Law 
Journal.  |  m ore

Todd Presnell, a partner at  
Brad ley Aran t  Bou lt  
Cum m ings LLP,  co-authored  a 
t reat ise on  evident iary 
p rivileges recogn ized  under 
Tennessee law  and federal law  
w ith in  the Sixth  Circu it .?|  
m ore

Stephan ie Carfley, a 
m em ber w ith  McNees 
Wallace & Nurick LLC, w as 
nam ed co-chair of the 
f irm 's Lit igat ion  Pract ice 
Group to support  con t inued 
geograph ic expansion , 
team  g row th , and  service 
developm ent .    |  m ore

Ju lie E. Maurer joined  Husch 
Blackw ell's Phoen ix off ice as 
Partner in  the Transportat ion  
Pract ice Group. | m ore

Christopher S. Drew ry, a 
partner at  Drew ry Sim m ons 
Vornehm , LLP, authored  an  
art icle on  behalf of t he IADC 
for Modern Contractor 
Solutions' January 2024 issue. |  
m ore

Brian  Del Gat to, a partner at  
W ilson  Elser, ob tained  
d ism issal that  expands case 
law  on  FAAAA preem pt ion  of 
state law  claim s.  |  m ore 

William  ?Billy? Jones joined  
Lathrop  GPM?s Denver off ice 
as partner of the f irm ?s 
Franch ise Dist ribu t ion  
Pract ice Group.  |  m ore

YOUR ACCOLADES, W INS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Maxon R. Davis, a partner at  
Davis, Hat ley, Haffem an, & 
Tighe, PC., ob tained  d ism issal 
on  a class-act ion  su it  against  
Un iversity of Montana (UM) 
over f inancial aid .   |  m ore 

https://www.dentonslee.com/en/kurt-gerstner
https://www.dentonslee.com/en/kurt-gerstner
https://www.iadclaw.org/kurt-gerstner-listed-among-2023-koreas-top-100-lawyers-by-asia-business-law-journal/
https://www.bradley.com/people/p/presnell-todd
https://www.bradley.com/people/p/presnell-todd
https://www.iadclaw.org/todd-presnell-co-authors-new-treatise-privileges-and-protections-tennessee-and-sixth-circuit-law/
https://www.mcneeslaw.com/people/stephanie-carfley/
https://www.mcneeslaw.com/people/stephanie-carfley/
https://www.iadclaw.org/stephanie-carfley-named-co-chair-of-the-litigation-practice-group-at-mcnees-wallace--nurick-llc/
https://www.huschblackwell.com/professionals/julie-maurer
https://www.huschblackwell.com/professionals/julie-maurer
https://www.huschblackwell.com/professionals/julie-maurer
https://www.iadclaw.org/julie-e-maurer-joins-husch-blackwells-phoenix-office-as-partner-/
https://dsvlaw.com/attorney/drewry-christopher/
https://dsvlaw.com/attorney/drewry-christopher/
https://dsvlaw.com/attorney/drewry-christopher/
https://www.iadclaw.org/christopher-s-drewry-authors-article-for-modern-contractor-solutions-january-2024-issue/
https://www.wilsonelser.com/brian-del-gatto
https://www.wilsonelser.com/brian-del-gatto
https://www.wilsonelser.com/brian-del-gatto
https://www.iadclaw.org/brian-del-gatto-obtained-dismissal-that-expands-case-law-on-faaaa-preemption-of-state-law-claims/
https://www.lathropgpm.com/Billy-Jones
https://www.lathropgpm.com/Billy-Jones
https://www.lathropgpm.com/Billy-Jones
https://www.iadclaw.org/william-f-jones-joins-lathrop-gpm-as-partner/
https://dhhtlaw.com/MaxonDavis.htm
https://dhhtlaw.com/MaxonDavis.htm
https://dhhtlaw.com/MaxonDavis.htm
https://www.iadclaw.org/maxon-davis-obtained-dismissal-on-a-class-action-suit-against-university-of-montana/
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Jonathan Crom pton, a partner 
at  Reynolds Porter 
Cham berlain  LLP (RPC) and  a 
Board  Mem ber at  Just ice 
Without  Borders, w as 
recogn ized  by the Law  Society 
of Hong  Kong  w ith  it s Pro 
Bono and Com m unity Service 
Aw ards.  |  m ore

Stephan ie Law s, Kat ie 
Maech ler, and  Steve 
Sch leicher, partners at  Maslon  
LLP, w on a com plete defense 
verd ict  in  a Polaroid  $300 
m illion  con t ract  d ispute. |  
m ore 

William  M. Daleh ite, Jr., 
recent ly ret ired  and  form er 
sen ior partner at  Steen 
Daleh ite & Pace, LLP, has 
been selected  to the 
Un iversity of M ississipp i Law  
Alum ni Hall of Fam e Class of 
2024 .  |  m ore

William  Thom as, co-ow ner and  
m em ber-at torney at  Gausnell, 
O'Keefe & Thom as, LLC, 
authored  an  art icle on  behalf 
of t he IADC for Modern 
Contractor Solutions' February 
2024 issue.  |  m ore

Clay Cossé, a m em ber w ith  
Dykem a, successfu lly 
defended Nissan North  
Am erica, Inc. in  a th ree-w eek 
ju ry t rial in  Houston , Texas.  |  
m ore

Charles Cole, a partner in  the 
Ch icago off ice of Lew is 
Brisbois Bisgaard  & Sm ith  LLP 
and a m em ber of the Med ical 
Malp ract ice Departm ent , 
received  a d irected  verd ict  in  a 
m ed ical m alp ract ice case.  |  
m ore Dan ielle Walt z, a partner at  

Dinsm ore & Shoh l LLP, 
authored  an  art icle on  behalf 
of t he IADC for Modern 
Contractor Solutions' March  
2024 issue.  |  m ore

Russell Buffkin  and  Edw in  
Stuard i, both  of Helm sing , 
Leach, Herlong , New m an & 
Rouse, P.C., ob tained  a defense 
verd ict  in  a six-day t rial in  
Baldw in  County, Alabam a for a 
local hosp ital in  a m ed ical 
m alp ract ice case.   |  m ore

https://www.rpc.co.uk/people/jonathan-crompton/
https://www.rpc.co.uk/people/jonathan-crompton/
https://www.iadclaw.org/jonathan-crompton-receives-awards-from-the-law-society-of-hong-kong/
https://www.maslon.com/slaws
https://www.maslon.com/slaws
https://www.maslon.com/kmaechler
https://www.maslon.com/kmaechler
https://www.maslon.com/sschleicher
https://www.maslon.com/sschleicher
https://www.iadclaw.org/stephanie-laws-katie-maechler-and-steve-schleicher-win-complete-defense-verdict-in-contract-dispute/
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Congratu lat ions to our IADC 
m em bers w ho w ere inducted  to 
the Am erican  College of Trial 
Law yers! 

- Kim  Bueno (But ler Snow  
LLP)

- Melan ie L. Carpenter 
(Woods Fu ller) 

- Dan iel K. Cray (Cray 
Huber Horstm an Heil & 
VanAusdal LLC)

- Gary D. Elliston (DeHay & 
Elliston , L.L.P.)

- Alex J. Hagan  (Ellis & 
Win ters LLP)

- Ursu la M. Henn inger 
(King  & Spald ing  LLP)

- Gregory A. Hollow ay 
(Cokinos | Young)

- Robert  P. Latham  
(Jackson Walker LLP)

- Hildy M. Sast re (Shook, 
Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.)

- W illiam  M. Toles (Munsch 
Hard t  Kopf & Harr, P.C.)

|  m ore

 IADC
DOCKET

Subm it  your accolades, 

p ro bono stories, court room  

w ins, and  successes to 

Diana Leon , Com m un icat ions 

and  Operat ions Manager.

IN MEMORIAM

We offer sym pathy to the 

fam ily and  f riends of 

these IADC m em bers. 

Kevin  Condron
Chicago, IL USA

Mem ber since 2000

Bobby Hood Sr. 
Charleston , SC USA
Mem ber since 1982

Tom  Wallerstein
San Francisco, CA USA

Mem ber since 2018 

Meet  m em ber Larry Sm it h ! 

Want  the spot ligh t  on  you? Fill 

ou t  the Mem ber Spot ligh t  form . 
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W EDNESDAY, APRIL 24
Biom echan ical Mot ions, Forces, an d  Leverag e in  Acciden t  Analyses 
(W eb inar)

THURSDAY, APRIL 25
IADConn ect s in  Nashvil le, TN

THURSDAY, MAY 2
IADConn ect s in  Birm in g ham , AL

THURSDAY, MAY 2
IADConn ect s in  Sain t  Lou is, MO

TUESDAY, MAY 7
IADConn ect s in  Clevelan d , OH

W EDNESDAY, MAY 8 AND THURSDAY, MAY 9
2024  Asian  Reg ional Meet in g  - Hon g  Kon g

W EDNESDAY, MAY 8 
Movin g  Forw ard : Th e Presen t  an d  Fu t u re of  Au t on om ous Veh icle 
Reg u lat ion  (W eb inar)

THURSDAY, MAY 9 
Ment orin g  Diverse At t orn eys: Develop in g  Your Prog ram  From  First  Year 
t o Par t n ersh ip

FRIDAY, MAY 10
IADConn ect s in  Taipei, Taiw an
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

View  t h e 

calen dar of  

even t s below  for 

a fu ll l ist in g  of  

upcom in g  

of fer in g s, 

p rog ram  

in form at ion , 

an d  reg ist rat ion .
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W EDNESDAY, MAY 15
If  You  Are St il l  Expect in g  Rep t iles, It 's Tim e t o Ref ram e (W eb inar)

THURSDAY, MAY 16
2024  Far W est  Reg ional Meet in g  - San  Fran cisco, CA

THURSDAY, MAY 16
IADConn ect s in  Ph iladelph ia, PA 

THURSDAY, MAY 23
IADConn ect s in  Morr ist ow n , NJ

W EDNESDAY, MAY 29
IADConn ect s in  Nairob i, Kenya

THURSDAY, MAY 30
2024  Professional Liab il it y Roun d t ab le

THURSDAY, JUNE 6
IADConn ect s in  Los An g eles, CA

THURSDAY, JUNE 6
IADConn ect s in  New  Orleans, LA

THURSDAY, JUNE 6
2024  Nor t h east ern  Reg ional Meet in g  - Bost on , MA

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
IADConn ect s in  Denver, CO
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Thank  You  t o Our 

2023-2024  Sponsors

CORE CONNECTION SPONSORS

Avalon  Health  Econom ics  |  Berkeley Research  
Group, LLC  |  ESi  |  HKA  |  Im m ersion  Legal  |  IMS 

Consu lt ing  & Expert  Services  |  InCourt  Technolog ies  
J.S. Held  LLC  |  Magna Legal Services  |  Relat ivity

LEVEL ONE 

S-E-A          

 LEVEL TW O

Baker Tilly

Exponent

MRC            

  LEVEL THREE

InQuis

YOUNG & Associates

EVENT SPONSORS

Do You  Have t h e 
Oppor t un it y  t o  
Refer  Busin ess? 
Th in k  IADC First

Th ink IADC First  is a p rog ram  
designed to encourage our 
m em bers to consider fellow  
IADC m em bers w hen the 
opportun ity arises to refer 

business.

The IADC prides it self in  having  an  elite, in ternat ional 
m em bersh ip  of approxim ately 2,500 peer-review ed, 
in -house counsel, insurance execut ives, and  outside 
counsel represent ing  business en t it ies across the w orld . 
W ith  the talen t  and  expert ise of our m em bers, you can be 
conf iden t  that  your clien t  w ill be w ell represented  w hen 
referred  to an  IADC m em ber.

W hen you have an  opportun ity to refer business and  Th ink 
IADC First , start  w ith  our m em bersh ip  d irectory! We have 
an  on line d irectory, a PDF version , and  an  in teract ive 
in ternat ional m ap.
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