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We cannot  
w ait  to 
w elcom e you 
to a popu lar 
IADC 
m eet ing  
locat ion : the 
h istoric, 
quain t  
Québec City, 

Québec in  Canada for the IADC's 2025 Annual Meet ing , Ju ly 5 to 10 at  the 
Fairm ont  Le Château Frontenac.

The Plann ing  Team , IADC staff, and  our various CLE Com m it tees have been 
w orking  beh ind  the scenes to create a m eet ing  w here our IADC 
com m un it y  w ill feel not  on ly w elcom e but  also have num erous 
opportun it ies to eng ag e and  connect  (or reconnect !), focus on  business 
developm en t , and  have the chance to spend  t im e w ith  one another.

Continue the article. 
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St reng t hen ing  Com m un it y: Suppor t ing  Our Mem bers 

Three m onths ago, I penned a m essage support ing  the 
im portance of the ru le of law  and the independence of 
the jud iciary; the m essage rem ains the sam e. As 
law yers, w e need to use our voices to support  judges all 
over the w orld  so that  they can do their jobs w ithout  
fear of violence from  the pub lic or th reats of im peachm ent . 
In  th is latest  installm ent  of the President?s Message, I am  focused on  the second prong  of 
th is year?s th ree-pronged approach to Strengthening Our IADC Com m unity: Support ing  

Our Mem bers. Today, the need for support  app lies to law yers too. As law yers, w e need to use our voices to 
support  one another to be ab le to do our jobs, w ithout  fear of violence from  the pub lic and  w ithout  fear of 
in tervent ion  from  the governm ent . Law yers support ing  law yers is one of the m ain  reasons our 
organ izat ion  exist s.

So how  is our organ izat ion  faring  in  fu rtherance of th is goal? W hat  have w e done and w hat  do w e in tend  
to do to m ake sure that  w e are fu lfilling  our responsib ilit ies to one another?

We have stood  beh ind  our m essage of the im portance of civil d ialogue am ong  all m em bers. Our 
Protect ing  the Rule of Law  Com m unit ies Page has been an  experim ent  in  connect ing  us w hen w e cannot  
be in  person to talk about  w orld  events that  im pact  the ru le of law  and consequent ly the p ract ice of law. 
Our m em bers have been and are engag ing  in  respect fu l d iscussion  and healthy d isag reem ent  on  crit ical 
issues. All m em bers feel supported  w hen all voices are heard .

Consisten t  w ith  our Mission  Statem ent , w e have reiterated  our com m itm ent  to support ing  p rofessional 
opportun it ies for all m em bers, regard less of background. We have partnered  w ith  our sister defense 
organ izat ions to st reng then that  com m itm ent . I am  also part icipat ing  in  m onth ly calls w ith  leaders of 
organ izat ions w ho are m em bers of the Am erican Board  of Trial Advocates Roundtab le. These 
organ izat ions are in ternat ional and  represent  law yers from  both  sides of d isputes. We are regu larly 
seeking  w ays to collaborate and  support  our beloved legal p rofession .

The IADC has cont inued to p rovide the best  con t inu ing  legal educat ion  
opportun it ies possib le, includ ing  reinvigorat ing  our ded icat ion  to iCivics to 
teach fu ture generat ions of law yers about  the ru le of law. Specifically, our 
Midyear Meet ing  in  Dana Poin t  b rought  together m ore than 400 of our  IADC
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m em bers and  sign ifican t  others to learn , collaborate, and  d iscuss business developm ent  in  a chang ing  
g lobal landscape. We expanded our g lobal reach by host ing  our first  ever African  Reg ional Meet ing  in  
Nairob i that  w as at tended by the form er Kenyan Am bassador to the Un ited  States and  the Un ited  Nat ions. 
IADC m em bers are lead ing  effort s to start  and  foster g lobal com m unicat ions that  w ill enhance business 
opportun it ies and  im prove the quality of legal representat ion  availab le to corporate cit izens of the w orld .

Navigat ing  a chang ing  g lobal business clim ate w as also addressed at  our Leadersh ip  Forum  and Corporate 
Counsel College in  April w here w e not  on ly connected  w ith  the m ost  com m it ted  in -house law yers, w e also 
helped  t rain  law yers to be m ore effect ive leaders w ith in  their ow n organ izat ions. We are using  our voices 
and  our know ledge to support  one another and  foster successes regard less of the ever-chang ing  
challenges that  face us.

So w hat  is next? In  term s of support ing  m em bers, w e are offering  even m ore opportun it ies to connect  and  
st reng then our relat ionsh ips. The Professional Liab ilit y Roundtab le is set  for May 15 in  New  York City. It  is a 
day to focus on  insurance issues, w h ich  are un iversal and  im pact  all of our p ract ices as w e t ry to get  ahead 
of risk assessm ent  in  g lobal m arkets am id  geopolit ical sh ift s.

We have been and w ill con t inue to honor and  support  our Th ird  Year Board  Mem bers and  celebrate their 
service to the organ izat ion . Vice President  of Corporate Mark Hansen w as honored  at  our Reg ional Meet ing  
on  April 9 in  Ch icago. We have m ore Reg ional Meet ings set  to celebrate Joe Cohen in  St . Petersburg , 
Florida (May 1), Donna Burden in  Buffalo, New  York (June 4), and  Jessie Zeig ler in  Nashville, Tennessee 
(June 12). If you find  yourself anyw here near these m eet ings, p lease take the t im e to at tend  and express 
g rat it ude for the ded icated  service of these long -serving  and  deserving  IADC board  m em bers.

We have been w orking  to b ring  our m em bers a fan tast ic Annual Meet ing  opportun ity in  Québec th is 
sum m er Ju ly 5 to 10, w ith  legal educat ion  and  act ivit ies p lanned to p rovide conten t  and  connect ion  for our 
g lobal com m unity. Our Canad ian  m em bers are w elcom ing  all m em bers and  their fam ilies to the beaut ifu l 
Fairm ont  Le Château Frontenac for w hat  is sure to be an  incred ib ly m em orab le m eet ing ; a special t im e to 
support  one another and  st reng then our com m unity.

The law  is a nob le p rofession . We are so fortunate to be ab le to do our jobs; let  us not  take that  for g ran ted  
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and cont inue to do the necessary to p rotect  the p rivilege of represent ing  our clien ts to the best  of our 
ab ilit ies. The privilege com es w ith  responsib ilit ies to p rotect  it . Lead ing  the IADC is also a p rivilege. It  is an  
opportun ity to have a voice and  com es w ith  a responsib ilit y to use that  voice to serve others. I look forw ard  
each day to th inking  of new  w ays to serve and provide support  to our m em bers. If any m em ber has any 
ideas of how  the organ izat ion  can do m ore to support  it s m em bers, p lease do not  hesitate to reach out .

Som e of you know  that  m y fam ily is Canad ian , so having  the Annual Meet ing  in  Québec th is year seem s 
not  on ly fortu itous but  genu inely w arm s m y heart . My father w as a Canad ian  cit izen  and g rew  up  outside 
of Québec City. The first  hotel Tom  and I visited  w ith  our then 8 m onth-old  tw ins w as the Château 
Frontenac after a visit  to the fam ily farm . Th is IADC Annual Meet ing  feels like a hom ecom ing  for m e, 
personally. I am  looking  forw ard  to spring , to cont inu ing  the w ork of the IADC, and  to w elcom ing  all of our 
m em bers to one of m y favorite p laces in  the w orld , m y beloved Québec. Bienvenue! 

Donna M. Lam ontagne
IADC President, 2024-2025

IADC STRUCTURE FOR PROTECTING THE RULE OF LAW

We have created  the Protect ing  the Rule of Law  Com m unity. (Every m em ber has been added to this 
Com m unity.) Th is Com m unity is a forum  for m em bers to engage in  civil d ialogue to d iscuss curren t  
events, cases, or governm ental act ions around the w orld  that  m aterially im pair the ru le of law  and 

access to just ice. Mem bers can use the Com m unity to d iscuss possib le effort s, ind ividually or 
collect ively, to support  the ru le of law. 
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2025 ANNUAL MEETING (continued)

The Annual Meet ing  is curated  for you, and  w e hope you are p lann ing  to join  us! (Registra tion deta ils 
can be found here.) Here are a few  h igh ligh ts:

- More than 20 educat ion  p rog ram s on the schedu le.
- Except ional top ics, som e of w h ich  include:

- Voir Dire in  a Chang ing  Landscape
- An Ounce of Prevent ion : Assessing  and Cont rolling  Product  Liab ilit y Risk
- PFAS Update ? Forever Lit igat ion  Over the Forever Chem icals

- Netw orking  and social opportun it ies -- Bienvenue au Québec! Welcom e Recept ion , Museum  
and Music Them e Party, Fleur-de-lys Closing  Party, afternoon tours and  act ivit ies, sm aller g roup  
gatherings, and  m ore.

Be sure to check out  our Tour and  Act ivity offerings 
to m ake your m eet ing  experience even m ore special.

Register on or before May 2 and save on 
registra tion fees! Prog ram  and reg ist rat ion  
in form at ion  can be found on  the 2025 Annual 
Meet ing  page on  the IADC w ebsite.  

Click on the episode above to listen. 
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Upcom ing Events

2025 Professional Liab il it y Round t ab le  

May 15, Cornell University, ILR School, NYC Conference Center, New York, NY 
USA 

Th is fu ll-day p rog ram  includes insurance focused m orn ing  p rog ram s w ith  tw o 
prog ram  t racks availab le in  the afternoon: p rofessional liab ilit y and  m ed ical 
liab ilit y.

Th is p rog ram  is open to all, includ ing  non-IADC m em bers. 
Details and  reg ist rat ion  can be found on  the IADC w ebsite.

 

51st  Annual Tr ial Academ y  
August 2 - 8, Stanford University, Pa lo Alto, CA USA

As the "Crow n Jew el" of the IADC, the Trial Academ y is one of the oldest  and  m ost  
respected  p rog ram s for develop ing  defense t rial advocacy skills. Perfect  for those 
looking  to learn  and  pract ice the fundam entals and  for those seeking  to refine their 
techn iques and tact ics and  take their t rial sk ills to the next  level.

Th is year's class is filling  qu ickly! If you have been w ait ing , enroll your students now  
to secure their spot .
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BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The follow ing  business developm ent  opportun it ies w ere afforded  to m em bers since the last  issue of 
the Docket in  January. 

- In -Person Connect ion  Events
- IADConnects in  Zurich  and  Paris
- 2025 Midyear Meet ing , IADC Leadersh ip  Forum , and  Corporate Counsel College
- Nairob i Reg ional Meet ing  and  Ch icago Reg ional Meet ing

- 32 Month ly Substan t ive Law  Com m it tee Calls
- 20 p resentat ions on  im portan t  top ics and  best  p ract ices
- 7 m em ber in t roduct ions
- 8 join t  m eet ings

- 4 pub lished w rit ing  opportun it ies th rough our Com m it tee art icles
- Volum e 92, Num ber 1 DCJ issue featuring  4 art icles
- 3 feature art icles p laced by our PR firm , Jaffe
- 13 m em ber successes shared
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The IADC ded icates it self to serving  and  benefit ing  our m em bers, the legal p rofession , and  the civil just ice 
system  by enhancing  the developm ent  of skills, p rofessionalism , d iversity, and  cam araderie in  the p ract ice 
of law. The organ izat ion 's m ission  includes a com m itm ent  to ensuring  equal opportun ity in  the legal 
p rofession  and creat ing  a p ipeline of fu ture leaders in  the field  that  reflect  the d iversity of the 
com m unit ies and  clien ts w e serve.

W hile there have been m any statem ents in  support  of d iversity issued by legal organ izat ions in  the last  
m onth , the IADC leadersh ip  and  the leadersh ip  of our Sister Defense Organ izat ions felt  it  w as im portan t  
to com e together to speak w ith  One Voice on  issues that  im pact  all of us. To that  end , w e collaborated  
and reached ag reem ent . We then circu lated  our Join t  Statem ent  to other m em bers of the Am erican 
Board  of Advocates Roundtab le, m any of w hom  had issued their ow n statem ents. We w ere p leased that  
the new est  m em ber of the Roundtab le, the Hispan ic Nat ional Bar Associat ion  w anted  to join  their voice 
w ith  ours. The HNBA is m ade up  of m ore than 78,000 law yers, and  includes judges, law  students, and  
legal p rofessionals. We offer the follow ing  w ith  One Voice for the righ t  to hear m any voices.

The foundat ion  of a just  legal system  is bu ilt  upon the p rincip les of equal p rotect ion  under the law, civil 
righ ts, and  the ru le of law  it self. These bedrock values ensure that  every ind ividual?  regard less of race, 
gender, relig ion , ethn icity, d isab ilit y, sexual orien tat ion , polit ical or ideolog ical persuasion  or 
background? is afforded  the fu ll righ ts and  opportun it ies p rom ised  in  the Const it u t ion . We are all created  
equal; w e all have the p rom ise of inalienab le righ ts and  libert ies.

Diversity, equ ity, and  inclusion  (DEI) are not  m erely corporate policies or social in it iat ives; they are 
essent ial expressions of just ice and  fairness, deep ly em bedded in  our legal and  m oral t rad it ions. The Civil 

A St at em en t  on  Diversit y, Equ it y, and  Inclusion  by ADTA, DRI, FDCC, IADC, and HNBA
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Rights Act  of 1964 , the Fourteenth  Am endm ent?s Equal Protect ion  Clause, Am ericans w ith  Disab ilit ies Act  
and  decades of legal p recedent  affirm  that  com bat ing  d iscrim inat ion  and  expand ing  opportun it ies for all 
is not  just  a m oral im perat ive, but  a legal necessity. It  is a fundam ental value that  m ust  rem ain  assured .

Act ions that  seek to curtail DEI effort s in  businesses, educat ional inst it u t ions, and  governm ent  agencies 
th reaten  to underm ine these fundam ental p rotect ions for all. The p rincip les of d iversity and  inclusion  
w ere never about  exclusion  or p referen t ial t reatm ent ; rather, t hey are about  ensuring  that  every person, 
regard less of their iden t ity, has a fair and  equ itab le chance to cont ribu te, com pete, and  succeed.

Opposit ion  to DEI in it iat ives is often  fram ed as a defense of m eritocracy. How ever, t rue m eritocracy can 
on ly exist  w hen h istorical barriers to opportun ity are acknow ledged and addressed. The ru le of law  does 
not  perm it  d iscrim inat ion  in  any form , w hether overt  or system ic. It  m andates that  our inst it u t ions 
act ively p rotect  against  inequ ity, just  as they do against  other form s of in just ice. We rem ain  com m it ted  to 
inclusion  as it  st reng thens our dem ocracy and  econom y. Inst it u t ions that  em brace d iverse perspect ives 
perform  bet ter, innovate m ore, and  serve a b roader range of com m unit ies. More im portan t ly, an  inclusive 
society ensures that  no one is left  beh ind? not  because of art ificial const rain ts, but  because they are 
em pow ered  to realize their fu ll poten t ial.

As p rofessional associat ions com m it ted  to just ice and  advancing  the ru le of law  and equal access to legal 
and  equ itab le p rotect ions, w e recogn ize that  equality before the law  is not  a passive p rincip le? it  is an  
act ive pursu it . Any effort  to d ism ant le d iversity in it iat ives under the gu ise of neut ralit y is, in  effect , a step  
backw ard  in  the ongoing  figh t  for civil righ ts. The ru le of law  dem ands that  our inst it u t ions uphold  
fairness for all, not  just  for the p rivileged or the pow erfu l.

We urge our leaders, law m akers, and  business com m unit ies to rem ain  stead fast  in  their com m itm ent  to 
d iversity, equ ity, and  inclusion  because it  advances the ru le of law, is legally sound, and  is m orally and  
eth ically righ t .
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A St at em en t  Reg ard ing  At t ack s on  t he Ru le of  Law

The In ternat ional Associat ion  of Defense Counsel (?IADC?) is an  organ izat ion  of h igh ly skilled  legal 
p rofessionals w orking  to benefit  our p rofession  and our civil just ice system s. Rooted  in  our m ission  and 
gu ided  by our core values, the IADC stands firm ly against  any at tem pts to underm ine dem ocracy and  the 
ru le of law.

The ru le of law  ensures that  all ind ividuals and  inst it u t ions, includ ing  the governm ent , are accountab le 
under the law. It  guarantees equality before the law, fair legal p rocesses, and  the p rotect ion  of 
fundam ental righ ts. The ru le of law  m ust  not  be silenced.

We condem n th reats, at tacks, or any rhetoric that  calls for im peachm ent  of judges sim p ly because their 
decisions m ay be unpopular or at  odds w ith  other b ranches of governm ent . System s of governm ent  rely 
on  the independence of the jud iciary, and  jud icial decisions m ust  be honored .

Law yers m ust  adhere to the h ighest  eth ical 
standards. They m ust  be ab le to represent  their 
clien ts w ithout  fear and  to the best  of their ab ilit ies. 
Law yers are our clien ts? voices. Their voices need to be 
lifted  freely w ithout  im proper governm ental 
in terference.

We are com m it ted  to respect ing  the righ ts of every 
person as g ran ted  under the law, support ing  the w ork 
of law yers operat ing  in  good faith  to represent  their 
clien ts, and  support ing  the jud iciary in  it s essent ial 
w ork to m ain tain  the st ructure of the ru le of law.
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RECENT EVENT RECAPS

IADConnect s in  Zu rich . On January 28, Jodok W icki 
hosted  an  IADConnects happy hour and  a casual 
d inner in  Zurich  in  con junct ion  w ith  the Sw iss 
Arb it rat ion  Sum m it  2025.  

2025 Midyear Meet ing . The Midyear Meet ing  took 
p lace at  the Waldorf Astoria Monarch  Beach Resort  
& Club  in  Dana Poin t , Californ ia. The m eet ing  w as a 
w onderfu l opportun ity to gather in -person for 
ext rem ely relevant  CLE offerings, lot s of g reat  
business netw orking , and  t im e to be social and  just  
have fun . A special t hanks goes out  to Stephen 
Zralek w ho led  the CLE p lann ing  effort s of the CLE 
Steering  Com m it tee along  w ith  Christopher B. 
Parkerson, the CLE Com m it tee Chair. Another b ig  
thank you goes out  to the Midyear Meet ing  Plann ing  Team  of Donna Lam ontagne and Tom  
Pat riarca, Convent ion  Chairs Chris and  Stephan ie Drew ry, and  President -Elect  Dom in ic 
Cam podon ico and  Mat t  St it ham , along  w ith  their Convent ion  Com m it tee w ho brought  the m eet ing  
to life. 
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Nairob i Reg ional Meet ing . Our African  Reg ional 
Meet ing , held  in  Nairob i on  March  16 and 17, w as a 
huge success. Nearly 50 at tendees joined  IADC 
m em ber and  Host  Aisha Abdallah  and  her team  at  
ALN Kenya | An jarw alla & Khanna. Terrific panels 
p resented  on  top ics like sustainab le econom ic 
g row th  and  ESG regu latory fram ew ork and  
d ispute resolu t ion . The day w as capped off by 
esteem ed keynote speaker, form er Kenyan 
Am bassador to the UN and US Hon. Lazarus 
Am ayo. At tendees w ere ab le to expand their 
netw ork and  becom e m ore fam iliar w ith  the IADC.  

IADC Leadersh ip  Forum . More than 40 at tendees gathered  for the IADC Leadersh ip  Forum  in  
Ch icago. Rising  stars benefited  from  prog ram m ing  and d iscussion  on  career g row th , creat ing  a w in  
w in  partnersh ip  betw een inside and outside counsel, harnessing  AI and  technology, and  un locking  
your fu ll poten t ial. Thank you to Prog ram  Chair Am y Stew art  (Stew art  Law  Group) for her leadersh ip  
and  execut ion , the Plann ing  Com m it tee, and  m oderators and  speakers for p rovid ing  such a valuab le 
com plim entary business developm ent  opportun ity.  
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Ch icag o Reg ional Meet ing . Local m em bers and  
at tendees of the Corporate Counsel College and 
Leadersh ip  Forum  gathered  together for the Midw est  
Reg ional Meet ing  in  Ch icago in  honor of Th ird  Year 
Board  m em ber Mark Hansen. Thank you to Mark for 
h is cont ribu t ions to the IADC, and  thank you to all of 
t he sponsoring  firm s in  m aking  th is a g reat  event  for 
peop le to socialize and  reun ite w ith  each other. 

IADConnect s in  Paris. On April 9,  Dam ien Devot  
in t roduced m any ind ividuals to the IADC w ith  
cam araderie and  netw orking  in  Paris. 

Corporat e Counsel Colleg e. Dean Andrew  Cham berlin  (Ellis & W in ters LLP) k icked  off a t rem endous 
day one of the Corporate Counsel College w h ich  w as filled  w ith  excellen t  con ten t  designed to address 
hot  but ton  issues affect ing  in -house counsel w ith  g reat  d iscussions on  how  to respond. The 
netw orking  b reaks and recept ion  also p rovided  a w onderfu l opportun ity to connect  and  engage w ith  
new  and old  friends. Day tw o of ended on  a h igh  note w ith  th ree dynam ite panels includ ing  ESG, 
anatom y of a cyber security incident , and  the new  president ial term . Thank you to Dean Andrew  
Cham berlin , t he p lann ing  Com m it tee, our speakers and  m oderators, and  our sponsors.



COMMITTEE NEW SLETTERS

Th ird -Par t y Lit ig at ion  Fund ing : St at e and  Federal Disclosu re Ru les 
and  Case Law
By Mark Behrens    
Product Liability Com m ittee

Th e Hist or ical Developm en t  of  Pub lic Nu isance
By Zandra Foley, Stephan ie Law s, Marc E. W illiam s, and  Grant  Worden    
Product Liability Com m ittee

Th e European  Un ion  is Tack ling  It s Air  Qualit y
By Sylvie Gallage-Alw is and  Anélia Naydenova     
Toxic and Hazardous Substances Litigation Com m ittee

Th e Dust  Set t les on  Causat ion : Tipp in  Decision  is a Big  W in  for Talc Defendan t s
By Elizabeth  M. Sorenson Brot ten  and  Michael E. Tut t le      
Product Liability Com m ittee and Toxic and Hazardous Substances Litigation Com m ittee

W EBINARS

Technolog y in  Crash  Reconst ruct ion

Presented  by - Transportat ion  Com m it tee
Moderator: David W. Kash, Koeller, Nebeker, Carlson, & Haluck, LLP                                                                                                                                                                                              
Presenter: Tracie Jones, BSME, ACTAR, CFEI, Rim kus                                                                                                                                                                                                               

PDF of Presentat ion  | Web inar Record ing  | Passw ord  can be found  here
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Ready or Not  Here Com es ERISA - W hy ERISA Class Act ion  Lit ig at ion  
is Headed  for Your Clien t s Heal t h  Plans

Presented  by - Med ical Defense and Health  Law  Com m it tee and  
Professional Liab ilit y Com m it tee                                                                                                                                                                                              
Presenters: Aaron Schaer, Ballard Spahr LLP; Vanessa Szalapski, Dorsey 
& W hitney LLP                                                                                                                                                                                                               

PDF of Presentat ion  | Web inar Record ing  | Passw ord  can be found  here

Carm ack  Am endm en t   

Presented  by - Transportat ion  Com m it tee                                                                                                                                                                                              
Presenters: Floyd G. Cottrell, Rawle & Henderson, LLP; Kelly E. Mulrane, Benesch Law Colum bus                                                                                                                                                              

PDF of Presentat ion  | Web inar Record ing  | Passw ord  can be found  here
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Presiden t 's Pag e by Donna Lam ontagne

Ed it or 's Pag e by Peter J. Pizzi

Th e Fallou t  of  SFFA v. Harvard : Im p licat ions for Diversit y, Equ it y, and  Inclusion  in  Law  Firm s and  
Corporat ions
By Lucy Dollens and  Kenneth  Sharperson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

On line Art icle | PDF to Prin t  

Lit ig at ion  Ag ainst  FDA in  a Post -Chevron  W orld
By Jam es C. Fraser                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
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Manag ing  Corporat e Discovery t o Preven t  a Rep t ile At t ack
By Maureen Mahoney and Deana Davis                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On line Art icle | PDF to Prin t

Obt ain ing  Evidence in  Canada for Un it ed  St at es Civil Act ions: W hat  
Am erican  Counsel and  Clien t s Need  t o Know
By Bryan Shaw, Sarah Woods, Kyle McMillan , and  Pierre-Gabriel Grégoire                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

On line Art icle | PDF to Prin t

AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF

Am icus Curiae Brief  Filed  in  Dennis Speerly, Et Al. v. Genera l Motors, LLC (1/30/2025)

On January 30, the IADC filed  an  am icus b rief in  Speerly v. Genera l Motors, an  im portan t  class act ion  case 
now  pend ing  before the en banc Sixth  Circu it . The d ist rict  court  in  Speerly cert ified  tw enty-six statew ide 
classes, centering  around an  alleged t ransm ission  defect . A panel affirm ed, taking  a lax view  of w hat  Ru le 
23 requ ires before cert ifying  a class. A few  m onths later, a d ifferen t  panel of the Sixth  Circu it  reversed 
cert ificat ion  in  a set  of cases against  Nissan, app lying  a st ricter view  of w hen a class m ay be cert ified . The 
later decision , In re Nissan, clarified  m any poin ts of class act ion  law, includ ing  that  an  issue is com m on on ly 
w hen a reasonab le ju ry w ould  have to resolve the issue the sam e w ay for all class m em bers. Less than a 
m onth  after In re Nissan, t he fu ll Sixth  Circu it  g ran ted  en banc review  in  Speerly and  is poised  to decide 
w hether the lax approach or the st rict  approach shou ld  govern  class cert ificat ion  decisions.

The IADC?s en banc am icus b rief in  Speerly defends and elaborates upon the reasonab le ju ry standard . The 
brief ag rees w ith  In re Nissan t hat  an  issue is ind ividual if a reasonab le ju ry cou ld , based on  the evidence 
likely to be p resented  at  t rial by both  sides, answ er the quest ion  ?yes? for som e class m em bers and  ?no? for 

others. A quest ion  is com m on, then, on ly if a reasonab le ju ry w ould  have to 
answ er it  t he sam e w ay for the en t ire class. Th is standard  follow s from  the Rules 
Enab ling  Act  and  the Seventh  Am endm ent , w h ich  together p rotect  a party?s 
righ t  to t rial by ju ry on  issues that  adm it  reasonab le d isag reem ent . Because the  IADC
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d ist rict  court  in  Speerly app lied  the opposite standard? considering  
issues to be com m on w hen a reasonab le ju ry could ru le the sam e w ay for 
all p lain t iffs, instead  of w hen a reasonab le ju ry m ust  do so? the b rief 
argues that  it  shou ld  be reversed .

The am icus b rief w as authored  by Aaron Van Oort , John Rockenbach, 
Anderson Tugg le, and  IADC m em ber Pau l Cau ley, all w ith  Faegre Drinker 
Bidd le & Reath , LLP.   

Read the am icus b rief.
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For past  W eb inar p resen t at ions, Defense Counsel Journa l ar t icles, Act ive Ally d iscussions, t he 
Diversit y Roadm ap  resou rce, and  m ore, v isit  t he "Resource Lib rary" sect ion  at  w w w .iadclaw .org .
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These podcast  ep isodes have d ropped  since our last  issue. Listen  here or w herever you  listen  to podcast s.

- Side Bar: A Pract ical Approach  to Mental Healt h  and  Wellness w it h  Taylor Poncz
- There is no one-size-fit s-all approach to law yer m ental health  and  w ellness. (We w ish  it  w ere that  

easy!) In  th is series, hear from  fellow  law yers on  t ips and  st rateg ies they u t ilize to p riorit ize 
m ental health  and  pract ice w ellness, w h ile w orking  to ach ieve p rofessional goals. IADC Speaks 
Host  J.T. W ilson  III (Epstein  Becker & Green, P.C.) spoke w ith  Taylor Poncz (Chartw ell Law ) about  
w hat  m ental health  and  w ellness looks like to her. Listen  to their honest  conversat ion  about  
w hat  balance m eans to Taylor, how  she has w orked  to be in ten t ional, and  w hat  she does for her 
personal w ellness. 

- Em pow ering  Civic Educat ion : Spot ligh t  on  iCivics
- In  th is ep isode, IADC Speaks Host  Chris Drew ry (IADC Foundat ion  Board  Mem ber;  McCarter & 

Eng lish , LLP) w as joined  by Ed Sledge IV (IADC Foundat ion  President ; Brad ley Arant  Bou lt  
Cum m ings LLP), Mya Baker (Ch ief Learn ing  Services Officer, iCivics), and  Natacha Scot t  (Director 
of Educator Engagem ent , iCivics) to sh ine a ligh t  on  iCivics, a non-profit  founded by Just ice 
Sandra Day O?Connor in  2009. iCivics has t ransform ed the landscape of civic educat ion  by 
p rovid ing  innovat ive gam es and rich  lesson p lans that  engage m ore than 9 m illion  students 
annually.
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- ESG at  IADC
- In  th is ep isode, IADC Speaks Host  Mollie Bened ict  (Tucker Ellis LLP) sat  dow n w ith  IADC ESG 

Task Force Chairs Heid i Friedm an (Thom pson Hine LLP) and  Döne Yalçin  (CMS Türkiye) to 
exp lore the g row ing  im portance for ESG ? Environm ental, Social, and  Governance ? in  today?s 
w orkp lace. ESG is no longer just  a buzzw ord  ? it ?s a fram ew ork that  shapes how  businesses 
operate sustainab ly and  responsib ly.

- Mot ion  Gran ted : A Look In to t he Act ive Lifestyles of Mem bers of t he IADC Com m un ity featu ring  
Chris Berdy

- In  th is lifestyle spot ligh t  series, hear from  m em bers of the IADC com m unity w ho have a 
h istory in  ath let ics. IADC Speaks Host  J.T. W ilson  III (Epstein  Becker & Green, P.C.) spoke w ith  
Chris Berdy (But ler Snow  LLP), a college-level nat ional tenn is cham pion . They spoke cand id ly 
about  Chris? ?nut  squad? experience, the d iscip line and  t im e-m anagem ent  focus he 
developed, how  you can b ring  your base skills to elevate w hat  you do, and  in  w hat  w ays 
sports revealed  m ore about  w ho he is. 

- The Other Side of Victory: Lessons from  Trial Losses
- In  th is raw  and cand id  ep isode, IADC Speaks Host  Rebecca Weinstein  Bacon (Bart lit  Beck 

LLP) sat  dow n w ith  accom plished t rial law yers Sherry Knutson (Tucker Ellis), Ken Murphy 
(DLA Piper), and  Jim m y Ordeneaux (Plauché Maselli Parkerson LLP) as they shared  personal 
stories of t rial losses they?ve faced th roughout  their careers. From  drug  lit igat ion  to m ed ical 
device cases and t ransportat ion  d isputes, each guest  opens up  about  the challenges, reg rets, 
and  u lt im ate lessons learned from  their toughest  defeats. Tune in  for their reflect ions on  the 
im portance of p re-t rial p reparat ion , understand ing  your venue, delivering  the righ t  m essage, 
and  w hy som e of the g reatest  takeaw ays com e from  the cases w e don?t  w in .
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- Jud icial System s Across t he Globe: A View  from  France
- In  th is ep isode, Host  Cecilia Lahaye (Bird  & Bird  LLP) sat  dow n w ith  Sylvie Gallage-Alw is 

(Signature Lit igat ion  AARPI) to uncover the un ique aspects of France?s civil law  system . Un like 
in  com m on law  count ries, asp iring  legal p rofessionals in  France m ust  decide early w hether to 
pursue a career as a law yer or as a judge. Plus, the d iscovery p rocess? an essent ial feature in  
m any legal system s? is notab ly absent  in  France, lead ing  to a m ore select ive approach to 
sharing  in form at ion  w ith  judges and p lain t iffs. Join  us as w e d ive in to these key d ifferences 
and exp lore how  France?s legal system  shapes just ice.

- Jud icial System s Across t he Globe: A View  from  Aust ralia
- In  th is ep isode, Host  Cecilia Lahaye (Bird  & Bird  LLP) sat  dow n w ith  Greg  W illiam s (Clayton  

Utz) to uncover the un ique aspects of Aust ralia?s legal system . From  the d ist inct  roles of 
solicitors and  barristers to the d iscovery p rocess that  aligns m ore closely w ith  the U.S. than 
other legal system s, Greg  b roke it  all dow n. We also exp lore how  judges are appoin ted  and 
w hat  it  t akes to effect ively p resent  argum ents before them . Join  us as w e d ive in to these key 
d ifferences and exp lore how  Aust ralia?s legal system  shapes just ice.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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NOMINATE
If you know  anyone 
w ho w ould  be an  

excellen t  m em ber, 
nom inate them  

for IADC 
m em bersh ip.

Please welcom e 
our newest 
m em bers to 

the IADC, and if 
you need a  lega l 

resource in 
their a rea , 

Think IADC First and 
reach out!
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Em irates 

Ian  Con it s
Gallivan , W hite & 
Boyd, P.A. 
Greenville, South  
Carolina USA  

Joaqu ín  Ru iz 
Echauri
Pérez-Llorca, Madrid  
Madrid , Spain

Lindsay Joyner
Gallivan , W hite and  
Boyd, P.A.  
Charleston , South  
Carolina USA 

Shan iqua L. 
Sing let on
Mercedes-Benz USA  
Sandy Springs, 
Georg ia USA 

Ash ley Burket t
Arnold  & Porter   
Wash ing ton , Dist rict  
of Colum bia USA   

Elizabet h  Fit ch
ProFrac   
Fort  Worth , Texas 
USA    

Anne Gruner
Duane Morris LLP    
Ph iladelph ia, 
Pennsylvan ia USA

St ephan ie L. 
Holcom be
Porter Hedges LLP      
Houston , Texas USA 

Jessica Klander
Bassford  Rem ele PA       
M inneapolis, 
M innesota USA

Trin it y Morale
Liskow  & Lew is        
New  Orleans, 
Lou isiana USA

Federico López 
Saaved ra
Lopez, Saavedra & 
Villarroel         
Buenos Aires, 
Argent ina

Em ily W ar t h
Asurion         
Nashville, Texas USA

April Berm an
Asurion           
Nashville, Tennessee 
USA
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Michael C. Ham il t on
Weber Gallagher 
Sim pson Stap leton  
Fires & New by, LLP            
Pit t sburgh, 
Pennsylvan ia USA

Tasha Miracle
Parker Hann ifin              
Cleveland , Oh io USA

Darcy Proct or
Tressler LLP              
Ch icago, Illinois USA

Derek  Sm it h  
Venab le LLP - 
Ch icago               
Ch icago, Illinois USA

Pat r ick  Taverna
Crow n Equipm ent  
Corporat ion                 
New  Brem en, Oh io 
USA

Joshua Archer
Balch  & Bingham  
LLP             
At lan ta, Georg ia USA

Andrew  Borrell
Fasken Mart ineau                  
Vancouver, Brit ish  
Colum bia Canada

Pat r ick  Brad ley 
Shoals Technolog ies                  
Port land , Tennessee 
USA

Tiag o De Mag alhães
CMS Portugal                  
Lisbon, Portugal

Dr. Rom an  Dörf ler
PW C Legal                   
Berlin , Germ any

Tim ot hy J. Keoug h
W hite and  W illiam s 
LLP                    
Boston , 
Massachuset t s USA

Lat eef  Ledbet t er
Wells Fargo                     
M inneapolis, 
M innesota USA

Lisa Bet h  W alker
Marqeta                      
M inneapolis, 
M innesota USA

Aline W ey Speirs
Charles Russell 
Speech lys - Zurich                      
Zurich , Sw it zerland

Jonat han  Hall
Phelps             
Raleigh , North  
Carolina USA

Ju lie Tersig n i 
Kenvue                   
Sum m it t , New  Jersey 
USA

Marielba Torres 
FedEx Freigh t                     
Mem phis, Tennessee 
USA

Alexand ra W ells
ICL Group                     
St . Lou is, M issouri 
USA 
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IADC 
SUCCESSESKurt  Gerstner, a Sen ior 

At torney at  Dentons Lee in  
Seou l, South  Korea, w as listed  
am ong  "2024 Korea?s Top 100 
Law yers" by Asia  Business Law 
Journal. |  m ore

Jenn ifer Haltom  Doan, a 
partner at  Haltom  & Doan, w as 
sw orn  in  as Nat ional President  
of the Am erican Board  of Trial 
Advocates at  the organ izat ion 's 
Nat ional Annual Meet ing  and  
Leadersh ip  Conference in  Los 
Cabos, Mexico on  January 25, 
2025.  |  m ore

Christ ian  Singew ald , a partner 
at  W hite and  W illiam s LLP, w as 
nam ed Lit igat ion  Departm ent  
Chair for the firm .   |  m ore

YOUR ACCOLADES, W INS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Heid i B. Friedm an, a partner at  
Thom pson Hine LLP, authored  
and pub lished her book ?104 
Dates and  the Stories that  Led  
Me to True Love.?  |   m ore 

Michele A. Hernandez joined  
Gordon Rees Scu lly 
Mansukhan i's Albuquerque 
office as a partner.  |  m ore 

Mary Katherine Stukes, Head 
of Environm ental at  Moore & 
Van Allen , w as selected  for the 
Charlotte Business Journal?s 
2025 Wom en in  Business 
Aw ards p rog ram .  |  m ore 

Scot t  O'Connell, a partner at   
Holland  & Kn igh t  LLP, w as  
honored   at  a cerem ony in  New  
York City w ith  Cornell Law  
School?s 2025 Exem plary Pub lic 
Service Aw ard  for Pro Bono 
Services. |  m ore

Jam es M. Su llivan , K.C., a 
partner at  Blake, Cassels & 
Graydon LLP, Co-Chaired  the 
Cam bridge Forum  on 
Canad ian  class act ions in  
Vancouver, Brit ish  Colum bia 
Canada.   |  m ore

https://www.dentonslee.com/en/kurt-gerstner
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IADC 
SUCCESSESW illiam  S. Thom as, Co-Ow ner 

and  Mem ber - At torney at  
Gausnell, O'Keefe & Thom as, 
LLC, com m ented  on  an  art icle 
for Construction Dive's 
February 2025 issue on  behalf 
of t he IADC. |  m ore

Eric Brot ten  joined  AccentCare 
as Vice President  of 
Com pliance and Privacy 
Counsel.  |  m ore

Michael Drum ke, a partner at  
Sw anson, Mart in  & Bell, LLP, 
secured  a defense verd ict  in  a 
m esotheliom a case.   |  m ore

YOUR ACCOLADES, W INS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Kenneth  Sharperson, Ch ief 
Diversity Officer at  Arm st rong  
Teasdale, LLP, authored  an  
art icle on  behalf of t he IADC 
for the Daily Journal.  |  m ore 

Subm it  your accolades, 

p ro bono stories, court room  

w ins, and  successes to 

Diana Leon , Com m un icat ions 

and  Operat ions Manager.

IADC m em ber Elizabeth  
Sorenson Brot ten  and  Michael 
E. Tut t le, both  w ith  Foley 
Mansfield , authored  an  art icle 
for HarrisMartin's April 2025 
issue on  behalf of t he IADC.  |  
m ore 
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W e have m any upcom ing  even t s for you  t o creat e connect ions, share 
con t en t , eng ag e w it h  one anot her, and  develop  business. 

W EDNESDAY, APRIL 30
IADConnect s in  Raleig h

THURSDAY, MAY 1
2025 Sou t heast  Reg ional Meet ing  - St . Pet ersbu rg , FL

THURSDAY, MAY 15
2025 Professional Liab il it y Round t ab le

W EDNESDAY, JUNE 4 
2025 Nor t heast  Reg ional Meet ing  - Bu f falo, NY

THURSDAY, JUNE 12
2025 Sou t heast  Reg ional Meet ing  - Nashvil le, TN

SATURDAY, JULY 5 - THURSDAY, JULY 10
2025 Annual Meet ing

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 - FRIDAY, AUGUST 8
51st  Annual Tr ial Academ y

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 - FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10
2025 In t ernat ional Corporat e Counsel Colleg e

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
2026 Midyear Meet ing

SATURDAY, JULY 4 - THURSDAY, JULY 9
2026 Annual Meet ing
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS

View  t he 

calendar of  

even t s below  for 

a fu ll l ist ing  of  

upcom ing  

of fer ing s, 

p rog ram  

in form at ion , 

and  reg ist rat ion .
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REGIONAL MEETING 
GLOBAL SPONSOR 

S-E-A

The IADC Foundat ion  
started  a Trial Academ y 
scholarsh ip  in  honor of 
Asim  K. Desai, beloved 
IADC m em ber and  
tw o-t im e Trial Academ y 
facu lty m em ber. The 
scholarsh ip  w ill cover 
tu it ion  and  room  and 

board  for a w orthy cand idate w ho w orks for a sm all firm  (30 or 
few er at torneys), solo p ract ice, person of color, m em ber of an  
underrepresented  g roup, or w orks for a governm ent  or 
non-profit  en t ity.

If you know  of a cand idate, p lease encourage them  to app ly. 
Click for the gu idelines and  app licat ion  form . App licat ions are 
due by May 16, 2025.

Asim ?s law  firm , Gordon & Rees, funded the first  year of the 
scholarsh ip  in  2023. We are raising  funds to enab le the 
scholarsh ip  to cont inue for several years. To g ive, go to the 
donat ion  page on  the IADC Foundat ion  w ebsite, and  w here is 
says ?My donat ion  is for? choose ?Asim  Desai Mem orial Trial 
Academ y Scholarsh ip? from  the d rop  dow n m enu.

 Asim  K. Desai Mem orial Tr ial Academ y Scholarsh ip
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https://imis.iadclaw.org/iadcimis/Foundation/Donate_/Contribution/IADCFoundation/How_to_Contribute/Foundation_Contributions.aspx?ItemId=FND
https://imis.iadclaw.org/iadcimis/Foundation/Donate_/Contribution/IADCFoundation/How_to_Contribute/Foundation_Contributions.aspx?ItemId=FND
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