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Join the IADC in Brussels This October

This year's International
Corporate Counsel College
will take place in Belgium, N
Brussels on October 15 _
and 16 at The Dominican.

The ICCC will be an
excellent opportunity to
engage with the IADC and
connect with clients and colleagues from around the world.

Speakers will share their perspectives on the latest legal issues affecting
global companies. This year's program theme, Bridge Over Troubled
Waters: How to Navigate Your Company in a World in Flux, will explore
the challenges facing companies and their counsel in today's rapidly
changing global environment. Join us in Brussels for timely education,
global perspectives, and valuable opportunities to connect. Grab details
and register now.
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Looking Forward Together

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

As | begin my year as President of the IADC, | have
been thinking about what it means for our
organization to look forward together.

The phrase is more than a theme. It reflects how the
IADC has always operated. Our direction is not established by any one person or
imposed from the top. We move forward because members step in, share ideas,

nominate colleagues, lead committees and programs, and help one another
succeed.

The strength of the IADC is not found solely in its history, its meetings, or its educational programs. It is
found in the quality of its members and in the relationships they build through this organization.

As we look ahead, two priorities will be particularly important: defining the future direction of the IADC and
ensuring that the organization continues to attract outstanding lawyers who will contribute to its success.

Planning for the Future of the IADC
The Board of Directors has determined that the time is right for a focused strategic-planning effort.

The IADC's last comprehensive strategic plan, Strategic Vision 20/20, was developed approximately ten
years ago under the leadership of Past President Joe O'Neil. Much has changed since then. The legal
profession has evolved, the expectations of professional organizations have shifted, and our members face
increasing demands on their time and resources.

Relationships will remain central to the IADC. They are part of the organization’'s DNA. Members value
referrals, business development opportunities, high-quality programs,
IADC professional friendships, and the ability to learn from lawyers and clients around
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At the same time, our members have limited time and many choices.
We must continually evaluate whether we are providing sufficient value
for the time, effort, and financial investment that membership requires.

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

That evaluation will require us to consider several practical questions:
What do our members value most?

Where are we performing well?

Where can we improve the member experience?

How can we ensure that our meetings, committees, publications, and programs remain relevant and
worthwhile?

To help answer those questions, the Board has established a Strategic Planning Task Force chaired by Past
President Michele Smith, with Secretary-Treasurer Philip Sykes serving as Board liaison. The Task Force
includes members with diverse experiences, practices, backgrounds, and perspectives from across the
organization.

Its work will focus on three principal areas: member value, membership growth and retention, and the
ways in which the IADC delivers value through its meetings, programs, committees, and publications. The
Task Force will then present recommendations to the Board for the development of the IADC's next
strategic plan.

This process cannot succeed, however, without the participation of our members.

We want to hear what matters most to you. We want to know what the IADC should continue doing,
where it can improve, and how it can provide greater value. | encourage every
member to share ideas with the Task Force, the Board, or me.

@ I‘ \DC The future of the IADC should reflect the experiences, priorities, and aspirations
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of the members it serves.

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

Membership and the Future of the Organization

Strategic planning will guide IADC's future direction. Membership
nominations will determine who will help us realize it.

Membership in the IADC is meaningful. The organization has earned its
reputation as one of the most respected associations in the civil defense bar because of the excellence,
professionalism, and character of its members.

Our history reflects that leadership. The IADC created DRI, played an important role in the formation of
Lawyers for Civil Justice, and established programs such as the Trial Academy, Corporate Counsel College,
and International Corporate Counsel College.

That history is a source of pride, but it also establishes the standard for what comes next.

Every membership nomination is an opportunity to strengthen the IADC. The objective is not simply to
increase our numbers. It is to identify excellent lawyers who will participate, contribute, develop
relationships, and eventually assume leadership roles.

Each of us knows lawyers who belong in this organization. They are colleagues whose work we respect,
whose judgment we trust, and whose presence would make the IADC stronger.

When we nominate those lawyers, we make our network the IADC's network. We introduce new
relationships, perspectives, experiences, and future leaders into the organization. At the same time, we
connect those lawyers with a global commmunity that can help them improve their practices, expand their
professional opportunities, and become better lawyers.

| therefore ask every member to think intentionally about the people in their

Ej‘ IADC professional circle. Identify the lawyer who would benefit from the IADC and
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whose involvement would benefit us. Then take the next step and
nominate that person.

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

The process is straightforward, but its impact can be lasting.

Our Shared Responsibility

The future of the IADC will not be determined by a single strategic plan,
Board, president, committee, or meeting. It will be shaped by the collective decisions of our members.

It will be shaped when members offer thoughtful ideas.
It will be shaped when they volunteer to lead.

It will be shaped when they participate in committees, attend programs, and nominate outstanding
colleagues.

Strategic planning will help us define the organization we want the IADC to become. Membership
nominations will help ensure that we have the necessary people to lead it forward.

That is how the IADC has always succeeded.
And that is how we will continue looking forward together.

Mark D. Hansen
IADC President 2026-2027
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We have many upcoming events for you to create connections, share
content, engage with one another, and develop business.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
2026 Regional Meeting - New York, New York

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
2026 Product Liability Roundtable
New York, NY USA

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14
2026 Regional Meeting — Brussels, Belgium

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15 - FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16
2026 International Corporate Counsel College
Brussels, Belgium

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11
2027 Midyear Meeting
La Quinta, CA USA

THURSDAY, APRIL 8 - FRIDAY, APRIL 9
2027 Corporate Counsel College
Chicago, IL USA

SUNDAY, JULY 11 - FRIDAY, JULY 16
2027 Annual Meeting
Cambridge, MD USA

Z1ADC
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BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

The following business development opportunities
were afforded to members since the last issue of the
Docket in April.

In-Person Connection Events
o Professional Liability Roundtable,
International Arbitration Skills Academy, YEAR IN REVIEW
2026 Annual Meeting, and Trial Academy
o Regional Meetings in Tampa, Baltimore,
Lima, Toronto, Raleigh, and Columbia

Throughout the past year, the IADC embraced a
Members First approach under the leadership of
now |Immediate Past President J. Dominic

o |ADConnects in Atlanta . . : .
) . Campodonico, fostering meaningful connections,
74 Monthly Substantive Law Committee Calls exceptional education, and opportunities for

4 published writing opportunities through our members to engage throughout the year.
Committee articles

3 feature articles placed by our PR firm, Jaffe
18 member successes shared

Enjoy the year in review video above, played at the
2026 Annual Meeting in Prague.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0Eq4lcYRiA
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RECENT EVENT RECAPS
member Jenny Hergenrother hosted an -

informal happy hour in Atlanta. Yy,
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Tampa Regional Meeting. IADC members
gathered in Tampa on April 30 for a special
Regional Meeting honoring Past Board
member Chas Reynolds. Rodney Kite-Powell
of the Tampa Bay History Center shared
fascinating stories about Tampa's history,
including tales of judges from the city's past.
Following the meeting, attendees boarded a
historic streetcar to Ybor City, where the
evening continued at Columbia, Florida's
oldest restaurant, with traditional Spanish
cuisine and plenty of IADC camaraderie. Thank
you, Chas, for your leadership.
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2026 Professional Liability Roundtable. We hosted the
Professional Liability Roundtable on May 14, welcoming
insurance executives and outside counsel for a day full
of networking and programming. A big thank you to
our Program Chairs Steven Peiper, Tim Sullivan, and
Constance Endelicato, their planning teams, and our
fantastic speakers.

Baltimore Regional Meeting. On May 21, IADC
members and guests gathered in Baltimore to honor
Past Board Member Deborah St. Lawrence Thompson.
Attendees enjoyed an insightful panel on Al and the
law followed by a lively networking reception. Thank
you, Deborah, for your leadership.

Toronto Regional Meeting. On June 4, IADC members and guests gathered in Toronto to honor
Heather C. Devine and her service as Vice President of International. Attendees enjoyed a private tour
of the Royal Ontario Museum'’s Natural History Collection, an insightful panel discussion on the use of
Al, and a lively networking reception and dinner. Thank you, Heather, for your continued leadership
and service.
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Lima Regional Meeting. On June 18, IADC members
and guests gathered in Lima for a Regional Meeting
hosted by Gabriel Loli and Osterling Abogados.
Attendees engaged in robust discussions on arbitration
in Peru while strengthening professional relationships
and connecting with colleagues. The meeting also
marked an IADC first—it was conducted in Spanish,
with interpretation provided for English-speaking
attendees. This milestone was a meaningful reflection of
the IADC's truly international community. Thank you to
Gabriel Loli and Osterling Abogados for hosting this
memorable gathering.

Raleigh Regional Meeting. On June 26, IADC members
and guests gathered in Raleigh, North Carolina, for a
Regional Meeting honoring Past Secretary-Treasurer Alex J. Hagan. Attendees enjoyed
thought-provoking presentations, including insights from Dr. Joe Coughlin, Director of the MIT
Agelab, followed by an evening of networking, meaningful connections, and camaraderie. Thank you
to host Andrew Chamberlin, our speakers, attendees, and sponsors for making the Raleigh Regional
Meeting a memorable success. Thank you, Alex, for your leadership.



International Arbitration Skills Academy. On July 4,
attendees gathered in Prague for hands-on training
designed to strengthen their arbitration advocacy
skills.

2026 Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting took place
at the Prague Marriott Hotel and NH Collection Prague
Carlo IV in Prague, Czech Republic. It was a fantastic
opportunity for members to come together in person
for outstanding CLE programming, meaningful
business development and networking, and
memorable social events that strengthened
connections across the IADC community. Thank you to
everyone who worked so hard on the Annual Meeting.
A special thanks goes out to Whitney Frazier Watt who
led the CLE planning efforts of the CLE Steering Committee along with Jennifer Haltom Doan, the
CLE Committee Chair. Another big thank you goes out to the Annual Meeting Planning Team of
Dominic Campodonico and Matt Stitham, Convention Chairs Jason and Leslie Rose, and
President-Elect Mark Hansen and Stacie Hansen, along with their Convention Committee who
brought the meeting to life.




Columbia Regional Meeting. On July 30, IADC
members, their guests, and the 2026 Trial
Academy faculty gathered in Columbia for an
evening of connection, conversation, and
camaraderie.

= 2026 Trial Academy. The 2026 IADC Trial
Academy concluded after an intensive program of
advocacy training, hands-on learning, and
professional growth. Throughout the week,
students refined their courtroom skills through
demonstrations, individual coaching, and mock
"~ trial exercises while developing their own
authentic trial style under the guidance of an
exceptional faculty. Led by Acting Director Alba
Arriaga Romano, this year's Academy showcased
the dedication and mentorship that have made the Trial Academy the Crown Jewel of the IADC. We
extend our sincere appreciation to the faculty for sharing their time, knowledge, and experience with
the next generation of trial lawyers.




COMMITTEE NEWSLETTERS RECENT

RESOURCES

Department of Justice’s New Trade Fraud Task Force Emphasizes
Criminal Enforcement, Corporate Cooperation, and Individual
Accountability

By Jay Schleppenbach

Corporate Compliance and Government Enforcement Actions Committee

Scrolling, Streaming, and Liability: The Hidden Evidence Inside Smartphones
By Adam Rust
Transportation Committee

What if ... EU Member States fail to transpose the EU Pay Transparency Directive by 7 June 2026?
By Cecilia Lahaye
Employment Law Committee

Belonging in Action: How Inclusion Drives Innovation, Well-Being, and Business Performance
By Kenneth E. Sharperson
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging Committee

WEBINARS

Al at the Bar: Ethics, Risks, and Real-World Guidance for Litigators and In-House Counsel

Presented by - Cyber Security, Data Privacy and Technology Committee and Trial Techniques and Tactics
Committee

Presenters: Jeff Chivers, Syllo; Christina Le, Johnson & Johnson; Sean Kennedy, Moderna; Michael C. Zogby,

Barnes & Thornburg LLP
“7IADC
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From Prompts to Practice: Using Generative Al Effectively as Defense
Counsel

Presented by - Al Task Force

Presenters: Vincent Montalto, Midea Group; George Wray, Borden Ladner
Gervais LLP; Michael C. Zogby, Barnes & Thornburg LLP

RECENT
RESOURCES

To access the presentations and recordings, visit the Past Webinar
Materials page.

DEFENSE COUNSEL JOURNAL - VOLUME 93, NUMBER1

Damages Compendium - East of the Mississippi

This special issue features business compendium articles addressing damages in jurisdictions east of the
Mississippi River. We invite you to check out and share this incredible resource. Dive into this issue.

DEFENSE COUNSEL JOURNAL - VOLUME 93, NUMBER 2

Damages Compendium - Foreign Countries

This edition of Business Compendium articles provides practical insight into the law of damages in
countries outside the United States. Examining the types of damages available and the legal principles
governing their recovery, this collection serves as a valuable resource for businesses, insurers, attorneys,
and claims professionals navigating international claims and litigation exposure. Dive into this issue.

AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS
Gilead Sciences, Inc. Win in California Supreme Court (8/5/2026; IADC brief filed 11/4/2024)

On November 2, 2024, the IADC filed an amicus brief in California Supreme
P Court in support of Gilead in Gilead Sciences, Inc. v. Superior Court of the City
“1ADC

and County of San Francisco and Plaintiffs in JCCP No. 5043.
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https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Gilead_Sciences_Inc._Amicus_Curiae_Brief_11.4.2024.pdf

The brief was authored by IADC members Mollie Benedict (Tucker Ellis
LLP) and Peter L. Choate (Tucker Ellis LLP).

RECENT
RESOURCES

In this case, Gilead asked the Court to consider whether (1) a plaintiff
who sues a manufacturer claiming injury from the manufacturer’s
product must prove that the product is defective, and (2) a

manufacturer of a non-defective product has a duty to develop, without delay, a different product that is
safer for some consumers.

On August 3, the California Supreme Court issued its ruling in the Gilead TDF litigation. It reversed the
rulings and ordered the courts to grant summary judgment for Gilead on all causes of action. View the
opinion. View the highlights.

IADC COMMUNITIES

ﬂ DOWNLOAD the |ADC LAW app

& Latest Discussions

& Recent Resources

View and
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activity |
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https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/6/Gilead_California_Supreme_Court_Opinion_8.3.2026.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/resources/resource-library/amicus-curiae-briefs/#Recent%20IADC%20Amicus%20Briefs
https://www.iadclaw.org/resources/resource-library/amicus-curiae-briefs/#Recent%20IADC%20Amicus%20Briefs
https://www.iadclaw.org/resources/resource-library/amicus-curiae-briefs/#Recent%20IADC%20Amicus%20Briefs
https://communities.iadclaw.org/home
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IADC SPEAKS PODCAST

IADC

SPEAKS

LIVE FROM CHICAGO: WHAT
MAKES THE 2026 CORPORATE
COUNSEL COLLEGE STAND OUT

featuring Host Yasir Billoo
with guests Rebecca Weinstein Bacon,
Karen Glickstein, and Julie McKee

LISTEN NOW

\IADC

SPEAKS .

THE NEUTRAL'S PLAYBOOK:

PRACTICAL GUIDES FOR
COUNSEL IN AREBITRATION AND
MEDIATION - PART/1

featuring Host Al Vance with guests
Daniela Karollus-Bruner and Christopher A. Kenney

LISTEN NOW

IADC

SPEAKS

NOT JUST SURVIVING
BUT THRIVING IN THE
LEGAL PROFESSION

featuring Host Amy Stewart with guests Sherylle
Francis, Mark Goldstein, and Marcia Narine Weldon

LISTEN NOW

l
10

FROM CONCEPT TO 100:
CELEBRATING
IADC SPEAKS

featuring Host Rebecca Weinstein Bacon, Matt

Cairns, Dominic Campedeniceo, and Michele Smith
LISTEN NOW



https://www.spreaker.com/episode/live-from-chicago-what-makes-the-2026-ccc-stand-out--71490621
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/not-just-surviving-but-thriving-in-the-legal-profession--71853298
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/the-neutral-s-playbook-practical-guides-for-counsel-in-arbitration-and-mediation-part-1--72071425
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/from-concept-to-100-celebrating-iadc-speaks--72416575

\IADC

SPEAKS .

JUSTICE IN ACTION:
INTERNATIONAL LEGAL
FOUNDATION (ILF)

featuring Host Cecilia Lahaye with
guest Shikha Pandey

LISTEN NOW

LIVE FROM PRAGUE:
WHAT MAKES THE 2026
| ANNUAL MEETING STAND OUT

featuring Host Yasir Billoo with guests
Pinar Ciplak, Nathaniel Martinez, and Richik Sarkar

LISTEN NOW

\IADC

SPEAKS .

IADC FRIENDSHIPS -
OH THE PLACES WE WILL GO

featuring Host Marty Healy with guests
Andrew Chamberlin, Tripp Haston,
John T. Lay, Spencer Silverglate, and Mitch Smith

LISTEN NOW

IADC

SPEAKS

THE NEUTRAL'S PLAYBOOK:
PRACTICAL GUIDES FOR
COUNSEL IN ARBITRATION AND
MEDIATION - PART 2

featuring Host Al Vance with guosts
Daniela Karollus-Bruner and Christopher A. Kenney

LISTEN NOW



https://www.spreaker.com/episode/justice-in-action-international-legal-foundation-ilf--72533001
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/live-from-prague-what-makes-the-2026-annual-meeting-stand-out--72949065
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/the-neutral-s-playbook-practical-guides-for-counsel-in-arbitration-and-mediation-part-2--73066685
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/iadc-friendships-oh-the-places-we-will-go--72738634

\IADC?

SPEAKS

NEXT LEVEL LAWYERING -
JURY SELECTION WITH
WARREN BUTLER

featuring Hosts Bob Christie and Emma Ross
with guest Warren Butler

LISTEN NOW

WHAT IN THE NIL? THE
EVERCHANGING COLLEGE
ATHLETIC LANDSCAPE

featuring Host Amy Stewart with guests Angela
“Ane" Redmond Debro, Julie Owen, and Ed Stewart

LISTEN NOW

\IADC

SPEAKS 1
Al IN PRACTICE: THE GOOD

featuring Host Rebecca Weinstein Bacon
with guests Brent Amold, Jonathan Franklin,
and Sean Griffin

LISTEN NOW

IADC 3

SPEAKS

THE NEUTRAL'S PLAYBOOK:
PRACTICAL GUIDES FOR
COUNSEL IN ARBITRATION AND
MEDIATION - PART 3

featuring Host Al Vance with guests
Christopher A. Kenney and Trea Southerland

LISTEN NOW


https://www.spreaker.com/episode/next-level-lawyering-jury-selection-with-warren-butler--73191561
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/what-in-the-nil-the-everchanging-college-athletic-landscape--73754540
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/ai-in-practice-the-good--73382251
https://www.spreaker.com/episode/the-neutral-s-playbook-practical-guides-for-counsel-in-arbitration-and-mediation-part-3--74198805

YOUR ACCOLADES, WINS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

William S. Thomas, Co-Owner,
Member — Attorney at Gausnell,
O'Keefe & Thomas, LLC,
authored an article on behalf of
the IADC for Modern Contractor

R. Bruce Barze, Jr, a partner at

Barze Taylor Noles Lowther LLC,
was elected President-Elect of
ADTA.| more

Solutions' April 2026 issue. |
more
Paul Lefebvre, partner at

Jansen+Lefebvre, filed two briefs
on behalf of two physicians in
landmark Belgian Supreme
Court decisions issued on April 3,
2026.| more

IADC members Chris Lam, a
partner at Bradley Arant Boult
Cummings LLP, and Mollie
Benedict, a partner at Tucker
Ellis LLP, obtained a defense
verdict in a wrongful death trial.
| more

Michael Feder joined Torys

LLP's new Vancouver office as
a partner.| more

IADC member Dixie T. Wells and
Chris Flurry, both of Ellis &
Winters LLP, authored an article
on behalf of the I|ADC for

Modern Contractor Solutions'

June 2026 issue. | more

ZIADC
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Pegqgy Fonshell Ward, a partner

at Downs Ward Bender Herzog
& Kintigh, P.A, secured a
landmark settlement for
Maryland. | more

George Parker, a partner at

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings
LLP, was appointed
President-Elect of the Alabama
State Bar.| more

IADC member Christopher S.
Drewry and Kaylin O. Cook,
both of McCarter & English,
LLP, authored an article on
behalf of the IADC for Modern
Contractor Solutions' May 2026
issue. | more



https://gotlawstl.com/our-team/william-thomas/
https://gotlawstl.com/our-team/william-thomas/
https://gotlawstl.com/our-team/william-thomas/
https://www.iadclaw.org/william-s-thomas-authors-article-for-modern-contractor-solutions-april-2026-issue/
https://jansenlefebvre.be/en/people/paul-lefebvre/
https://jansenlefebvre.be/en/people/paul-lefebvre/
https://www.iadclaw.org/belgian-supreme-court-confirms-the-liberty-of-speech-of-doctors-criticizing-the-covid-vaccination-policy-of-the-government/
https://www.btnllaw.com/attorneys/bruce-barze/
https://www.btnllaw.com/attorneys/bruce-barze/
https://www.btnllaw.com/attorneys/bruce-barze/
https://www.btnllaw.com/attorneys/bruce-barze/
https://www.iadclaw.org/r-bruce-barze-jr-elected-president-elect-of-adta/
https://www.bradley.com/people/l/lam-christopher-c
https://www.bradley.com/people/l/lam-christopher-c
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/mollie-f-benedict/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/mollie-f-benedict/
https://www.iadclaw.org/chris-lam-and-mollie-benedict-obtain-defense-verdict-in-wrongful-death-trial/
https://www.downs-ward.com/attorneys/margaret-fonshell-ward/
https://www.downs-ward.com/attorneys/margaret-fonshell-ward/
https://www.downs-ward.com/attorneys/margaret-fonshell-ward/
https://www.iadclaw.org/peggy-fonshell-ward-secures-landmark-settlement-for-maryland/
https://www.mccarter.com/people/christopher-s-drewry/
https://www.mccarter.com/people/christopher-s-drewry/
https://www.mccarter.com/people/christopher-s-drewry/
https://www.mccarter.com/people/kaylin-o-cook/
https://www.mccarter.com/people/kaylin-o-cook/
https://www.mccarter.com/people/kaylin-o-cook/
https://www.iadclaw.org/iadc-member-christopher-s-drewry-and-kaylin-o-cook-author-article-for-modern-contractor-solutions-may-2026-issue/
https://www.torys.com/people/feder-michael
https://www.torys.com/people/feder-michael
https://www.iadclaw.org/michael-feder-joins-torys-llp-as-partner/
https://www.elliswinters.com/attorneys/dixie-t-wells/
https://www.elliswinters.com/attorneys/dixie-t-wells/
https://www.elliswinters.com/attorneys/dixie-t-wells/
https://www.elliswinters.com/attorneys/christopher-flurry/
https://www.elliswinters.com/attorneys/christopher-flurry/
https://www.iadclaw.org/iadc-member-dixie-t-wells-and-chris-flurry-author-article-for-modern-contractor-solutions-june-2026-issue-/
https://www.bradley.com/people/p/parker-george-r
https://www.bradley.com/people/p/parker-george-r
https://www.iadclaw.org/george-parker-appointed-president-elect-of-alabama-state-bar-/

YOUR ACCOLADES, WINS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

D. Michael Hurst, a partner at A. Kelly Sessoms, lll, a partner

Phelps Dunbar, LLP, secured a at Wilkinson, Williams, Bosio &

major victory for DeSoto County Sessoms, PLLC, was sworn in

in a Voting Rights Act case. | as the 121st President of The

more Mississippi Bar. | more

Carolyn E. Riggs joined FBT Christopher Kenney, a partner at

Gibbons' Indianapolis office as a Bowditch & Dewey, was inducted

partner. | more into the Massachusetts Lawyers
Weekly 2026 Hall of Fame. | more

Stewart Law Group joined Fisher

Phillips. Amy M. Stewart and Congratulations to these IADC members on their new
Andrea Cook joined Fisher leadership positions with LCJ - Lawyers for Civil Justice!

Phillips as partners. | more President-Elect- John Parker Sweeney, Bradley Arant

Boult Cummings LLP
Vice President -Tripp Haston, Bradley Arant Boult

Spencer H. Silverglate, President Cummings LLP
of Clarke Silverglate, P.A., earned - Secretary - Robert Christie, Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice
Board Certification in Business - Treasurer - Leah Lorber, GSK

Litigation fromm The Florida Bar,
effective August 1, 2026. | more
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In addition, congratulations and thank you to IADC Past
President Molly Craig (Hood Law Firm LLC), who concludes her
distinguished service on LCJ's Board of Directors and
Executive Committee.


https://www.phelps.com/professionals/mike-hurst.html
https://www.phelps.com/professionals/mike-hurst.html
https://www.phelps.com/professionals/mike-hurst.html
https://www.iadclaw.org/d-michael-hurst-secures-major-victory-for-desoto-county-in-voting-rights-act-case/
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/amy-m-stewart
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/amy-m-stewart
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/amy-m-stewart
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/andrea-cook
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/andrea-cook
https://www.iadclaw.org/stewart-law-group-joins-fisher-phillips/
https://www.cspalaw.com/our-people/spencer-h-silvergate/
https://www.cspalaw.com/our-people/spencer-h-silvergate/
https://www.cspalaw.com/our-people/spencer-h-silvergate/
https://www.iadclaw.org/spencer-silverglate-earns-florida-bar-board-certification-in-business-litigation/
https://fbtgibbons.com/people/carolyn-riggs/
https://fbtgibbons.com/people/carolyn-riggs/
https://fbtgibbons.com/people/carolyn-riggs/
https://www.iadclaw.org/carolyn-e-riggs-joins-fbt-gibbons-as-partner/
https://wwbslaw.com/attorney/a-kelly-sessoms-iii/
https://wwbslaw.com/attorney/a-kelly-sessoms-iii/
https://wwbslaw.com/attorney/a-kelly-sessoms-iii/
https://wwbslaw.com/attorney/a-kelly-sessoms-iii/
https://www.iadclaw.org/kelly-sessoms-iii-becomes-mississippi-bar-president/
https://www.bowditch.com/people/christopher-a-kenney/
https://www.bowditch.com/people/christopher-a-kenney/
https://www.iadclaw.org/-christopher-kenney-inducted-into-massachusetts-lawyers-weekly-hall-of-fame/
https://www.bradley.com/people/s/sweeney-john-parker
https://www.bradley.com/people/s/sweeney-john-parker
https://www.bradley.com/people/s/sweeney-john-parker
https://www.bradley.com/people/h/haston-tripp
https://www.bradley.com/people/h/haston-tripp
https://www.bakersterchi.com/robert-l-christie
https://www.bakersterchi.com/robert-l-christie
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leah-lorber-2162663/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leah-lorber-2162663/
https://www.hoodlaw.com/attorneys/partners/molly-craig/
https://www.hoodlaw.com/attorneys/partners/molly-craig/

YOUR ACCOLADES, WINS, AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Congratulations to these IADC members who were elected
Board of Directors of the Alabama Defense Lawyers Association.

2026-2027 ADLA Officers
President: Mark Debro, Grace, Matthews & Debro LLC -

Huntsville bmi lad
Immediate Past President: Bains Fleming, MMPO Submit your accolades,
Defense — Birmingham pro bono stories, courtroom
2026-2029 District 4 Director wins, and successes to
Tom Gaillard, Helmsing Leach Herlong Newman & Rouse Diana Leon, Communications
PC - Mobile and Operations Manager.
| more

During the Annual Meeting, we announced and
recognized many IADC members for their hard work and
dedication.

Congratulations to all!

M. Alejandra Vargas - Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and
Belonging Award

Mica Nguyen Worthy - Yancey Award

Nicole M. Brunson - Joan Fullam Irick Award
Jessalyn H. Zeigler - Richard L. Neumeier Excellence
in Service Award

Daniela Karollus-Bruner and Peter J. Pliszka -

IADC . President's Award
DOCKET


https://graceattys.com/j-mark-debro/
https://graceattys.com/j-mark-debro/
https://www.magmutual.com/services/mmpo/bains-fleming
https://www.magmutual.com/services/mmpo/bains-fleming
https://helmsinglaw.com/attorneys/thomas-o-gaillard-iii/
https://helmsinglaw.com/attorneys/thomas-o-gaillard-iii/
https://www.iadclaw.org/iadc-members-elected-to-leadership-of-alabama-defense-lawyers-association/
mailto:dleon@iadclaw.org
mailto:dleon@iadclaw.org

Caitlin Petry Cascino, Walsh Pizzi O'Reilly Falanga LLP, Newark,
New Jersey USA

Rachel Cocker, @gleend System AS, Stasjon, Norway

David Cramer, Walsh Pizzi O'Reilly Falanga LLP, Newark, New
Jersey USA

Robert D. Felder, Davidson, Meaux, Sonnier, McElligot, Fontenot,
Gideon & Edwards, LLP, Lafayette, Louisiana USA

James Hansen, Schmiedeskamp, Robertson, Neu & Mitchell,
Quincy, lllinois USA

Gillian Kerr, McCarthy Tetrault LLP, Toronto, Ontario Canada
James A. Lewis, Cole Schotz, Hackensack, New Jersey USA
Katie Neville, Hyundai Motor America, Fountain Valley, California
USA

Justin R. Olsen, SPC - LogistlQ Insurance Solutions, Redondo
Beach, California USA

LaToyia Pierce Frink, FirstService Residential Inc., Dallas, Texas
USA

Lee Popkin, Proskauer Rose, New York, New York USA
Chantelle Respert, Allstate Insurance Company, Rock Hill, South
Carolina USA

John Troutman, Liskow & Lewis, Lafayette, Louisiana USA

Sean K. Burke, Duane Morris LLP, Baltimore, Maryland USA
Andrea Cook, Fisher Phillips, Dallas, Texas USA

Robert Dennison, Merlin Entertainments, Orlando, Florida USA
Scott Kugler, Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP, Toronto, Ontario
Canada
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Please welcome
our newest
members to
the IADC, and if
you need a legal
resource in
their areaq,
Think IADC First and
reach out!

NOMINATE

If you know anyone
who would be an

excellent member,
nominate them
for IADC
membership.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/caitlinpcascino/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/caitlinpcascino/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/caitlinpcascino/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rachel-cocker-0420b187/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rachel-cocker-0420b187/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-cramer-85272110a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-cramer-85272110a/
https://www.davidsonmeaux.com/attorneys/robert-d-felder/
https://www.davidsonmeaux.com/attorneys/robert-d-felder/
https://www.davidsonmeaux.com/attorneys/robert-d-felder/
https://www.srnm.com/people/james-a-hansen
https://www.srnm.com/people/james-a-hansen
https://www.mccarthy.ca/en/people/gillian-p-kerr
https://www.mccarthy.ca/en/people/gillian-p-kerr
https://www.coleschotz.com/professionals/james-a-lewis/
https://www.coleschotz.com/professionals/james-a-lewis/
https://www.coleschotz.com/professionals/james-a-lewis/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nevilleka/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nevilleka/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/justin-olsen-872832132/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/justin-olsen-872832132/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/justin-olsen-872832132/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/latoyia-pierce-frink-519a5538/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/latoyia-pierce-frink-519a5538/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/latoyia-pierce-frink-519a5538/
https://www.proskauer.com/professionals/lee-popkin
https://www.proskauer.com/professionals/lee-popkin
https://www.linkedin.com/in/a-chantelle-respert-64a69557/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/a-chantelle-respert-64a69557/
https://www.liskow.com/team/john-s-troutman/
https://www.liskow.com/team/john-s-troutman/
https://www.duanemorris.com/attorneys/seankburke.html
https://www.duanemorris.com/attorneys/seankburke.html
https://www.duanemorris.com/attorneys/seankburke.html
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/andrea-cook
https://www.fisherphillips.com/en/people/andrea-cook
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robertpdennison/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/robertpdennison/
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/people/scott-kugler
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/people/scott-kugler
https://www.iadclaw.org/membership/member-forms/nomination-form/
https://www.iadclaw.org/membership/member-forms/nomination-form/
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« Kevin LaFreniere, The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc., Hartford, Connecticut USA
« Sean N.C. Moree, McKinney Bancroft & Hughes, Nassau, Bahamas

« Fern Paterson, EnPro Industries Inc., Charlotte, North Carolina USA

«  Wojciech Sadowski, Queritius, Warsaw, Poland

« Chris Arledge, George LLP, Los Angeles, California USA

« Nick Barnard, Corker Binning, London, England

« Kim Crouch, Lucid Motors, Detroit, Michigan USA

« Rebecca Wall Forrestal, Porzio, Bromberg & Newman, P.C., Parsippany, New Jersey USA
« Anne-Karin Grill, AKG Advisory, Vienna, Australia

«  Emmanuelle Khoury, McMillan LLP, Montreal, Québec Canada

« Shauncey Ridgeway, Christian & Small, Jackson, Mississippi USA

« Priya Desai, Jenner & Block, Chicago, Illinois USA

« Louisa Weix, Tittmann Weix, Berkeley, California USA

o Asra Chatham, McDermott Will & Shulte, Miami, Florida USA

« Ruth Mendez, Shell Oil Company, Houston, Texas USA

o Alcolya St. Juste, ChildNet Inc,, Fort Lauderdale, Florida USA

« Reid Bolton, Bartlit Beck LLP, Chicago, lllinois USA

« Chad Brouillard, Foster & Eldridge LLP, Woburn, Massachusetts USA

« Christopher Dunnells, Chartwell Law, Ridgeland, Mississippi USA

« Kent Schmidt, Dorsey & Whitney LLP, Costa Mesa, California USA

- David Gray, Venable LLP, Baltimore, Maryland USA

« Marchello Gray, Hollingsworth LLP, Washington, District of Columbia USA
« Helen Holden, Spencer Fane LLP, Phoenix, Arizona USA

« Emily Knott, Deere & Co., Moling, lllinois USA



https://www.linkedin.com/in/kevin-lafreniere-61b02a1b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kevin-lafreniere-61b02a1b/
https://www.mckinney.com.bs/portfolio-item/sean-nc-moree/
https://www.mckinney.com.bs/portfolio-item/sean-nc-moree/
https://www.mckinney.com.bs/portfolio-item/sean-nc-moree/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fern-paterson-a5057218/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fern-paterson-a5057218/
https://queritius.com/our-team/wojciech-sadowski/
https://queritius.com/our-team/wojciech-sadowski/
https://georgellp.com/attorneys/chris-arledge/
https://georgellp.com/attorneys/chris-arledge/
https://corkerbinning.com/people/nick-barnard/#top
https://corkerbinning.com/people/nick-barnard/#top
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kimcrouch/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kimcrouch/
mailto:rwforrestal@pbnlaw.com
mailto:rwforrestal@pbnlaw.com
mailto:rwforrestal@pbnlaw.com
https://akg-advisory.at/team/anne-karin-grill/
https://akg-advisory.at/team/anne-karin-grill/
https://mcmillan.ca/people/emmanuelle-khoury/
https://mcmillan.ca/people/emmanuelle-khoury/
https://csattorneys.com/attorney/shauncey-hunter-ridgeway/
https://csattorneys.com/attorney/shauncey-hunter-ridgeway/
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/priya-desai
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/priya-desai
https://www.tittmannweix.com/team/louisa-g-weix
https://www.tittmannweix.com/team/louisa-g-weix
https://www.mcdermottlaw.com/de/people/asra-a-chatham/
https://www.mcdermottlaw.com/de/people/asra-a-chatham/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ruthtmendez/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ruthtmendez/
https://www.childnet.us/alcolya-st-juste-chief-legal-officer
https://www.childnet.us/alcolya-st-juste-chief-legal-officer
https://www.childnet.us/alcolya-st-juste-chief-legal-officer
https://www.bartlit-beck.com/lawyers-ReidBolton
https://www.bartlit-beck.com/lawyers-ReidBolton
https://foster-eldridge.com/chad-brouillard
https://foster-eldridge.com/chad-brouillard
https://www.chartwelllaw.com/attorney/cdunnells
https://www.chartwelllaw.com/attorney/cdunnells
https://www.dorsey.com/people/s/schmidt-kent-j
https://www.dorsey.com/people/s/schmidt-kent-j
https://www.venable.com/professionals/g/david-s-gray
https://www.venable.com/professionals/g/david-s-gray
https://hollingsworthllp.com/professional/marchello-gray/
https://hollingsworthllp.com/professional/marchello-gray/
https://www.spencerfane.com/professionals/helen-holden/
https://www.spencerfane.com/professionals/helen-holden/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emily-knott-jd-llm/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emily-knott-jd-llm/
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« Kim Noble, Applied Financial Lines, Chicago, lllinois USA

- Simon Bailey, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP, Jackson, Mississippi USA
« Matthew Centeno, Burr & Forman LLP, Birmingham, Alabama USA

« Edel Cuadra, Sysco Corporation, Dallas, Texas USA

« Rebecca Hillyer, Vantive, Deerfield, lllinois USA

« Scott Kaiser, Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P., Kansas City, Missouri USA

« Scott Mclaren, Hill Ward Henderson, Tampa, Florida USA

« James Weiss, Ellis & Winters LLP, Raleigh, North Carolina USA

W iaDC? | W IADC?| “ht1ADC?|

“On the business side, some u| attend a lot of

of the best contacts that I've conferences for a lot of

made in the legal profession different legal organizations.
have been members of the And this is one that is
IADC that I've got to meet

through various meetings or

“For me, the benefit of
the IADC is tapping into

networks that | wouldn't
not based on who I work ordinarily be able to tap

for, but..wholamasa into..The IADC has

practicing attorney and certainly helped that.”
how | practice...Ilt allows

me to have more authentic - Jonathan Crompton
relationships.”

being on Committees. The
referral work that I've gotten...
has paid for my membership
and the firm's membership...
many times over.”

. . - Nicole Brunson
- Jim Sullivan
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/kim-noble-95397210/
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https://www.bradley.com/people/b/bailey-simon-turner
https://www.burr.com/people/matthew-centeno
https://www.burr.com/people/matthew-centeno
https://www.linkedin.com/in/edel-cuadra-40626614b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/edel-cuadra-40626614b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rebecca-hillyer-7176a154/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rebecca-hillyer-7176a154/
https://www.shb.com/professionals/k/kaiser-scott
https://www.shb.com/professionals/k/kaiser-scott
https://www.hwhlaw.com/people-Scott-McLaren
https://www.hwhlaw.com/people-Scott-McLaren
https://www.elliswinters.com/attorneys/james-m-weiss/
https://www.elliswinters.com/attorneys/james-m-weiss/
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SAVE THE DATE!

Mark your calendar - February 7 to 11 you will be out of the office
at IADC's 2027 Midyear Meeting in La Quinta, California!

Program information and registration will be shared in October.

"ﬁ'

Thank You to Our
2025-2026 Sponsors

CORE CONNECTION
SPONSORS

LEVEL ONE
S-E-A
LEVEL TWO
BRG

Exponent
MRC

GENERAL SPONSORS

Baker Tilly | ESi | HKA | IMS Legal
Strategies | Relativity | Round
Table Group | Secretariat Advisors,

LLC | Troutman eMerge | YA
Group | Verdict Insight Partners



https://sealimited.com/
https://www.thinkbrg.com/
https://www.exponent.com/
https://mrchouston.com/
https://www.bakertilly.com/
https://www.bakertilly.com/
https://www.engsys.com/
https://www.hka.com/
https://imslegal.com/
https://imslegal.com/
https://imslegal.com/
https://relativity.com/
https://www.roundtablegroup.com/
https://www.roundtablegroup.com/
https://www.roundtablegroup.com/
https://secretariat-intl.com/
https://secretariat-intl.com/
https://secretariat-intl.com/
https://troutmanemerge.com/
https://troutmanemerge.com/
https://www.yagroup.com/
https://www.yagroup.com/
https://www.verdictinsight.com/
https://www.verdictinsight.com/
https://www.verdictinsight.com/
https://www.iadclaw.org/events/2027-midyear-meeting/
https://www.iadclaw.org/events/2027-midyear-meeting/
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