
Learning from Three Mayors

• Harold Washington, 51st mayor, 1983-
1987

• David Duvall Orr, 52nd mayor, 1987
• Eugene Sawyer, 53rd mayor, 1987-1989
• Richard M. Daley, 54th mayor, 1989-2011
• Rahm Emanuel, 55th mayor, 2011-2019
• Lori Lightfoot, 56th mayor, 2019-2023
• Brandon Johnson, 57th mayor, 2023-



Memorable Personalities; Remarkable Legacies

(Chicago Sun-Times)



Joe in the Blues Brothers Movie

(Blue’s Brothers, 1980, 
Scene at Chicago City Hall)



Harold Washington, 1983-87, Committed to Reform



Harold Washington speaking at the commissioning of 
USS Chicago, September 1986.



Washington holds a press conference for his 1983 campaign at the 
Hyatt Regency Chicago on December 13, 1982.



Washington, circa 1982



Washington’s Approval Rating 



Corporate leaders like Washington 



(Chicago Tribune)



Richard M. Daley: 1989 - 2011, The Pragmatic Manager



Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley at the opening of the 2005 Revealing Chicago 
Exhibition in the Boeing Gallery and Chase Promenade in Millennium Park.



Chief of Staff of the United States Army Gen. George W. Casey, Jr. and Daley 
recite the Pledge of Allegiance during a wreath laying ceremony on May 24, 

2008, City of Chicago Memorial Day observance



Daley in Chicago City Hall



Daley’s Approval Rating



Corporate leaders like Daley 



(Chicago Tribune)



Rahm Emanuel: Focused & Impatient Policy Achiever, 2011-19



Emanuel at a Chicago round table with United States Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack and Director of the Illinois Department of 

Agriculture Robert Flider on June 8, 2012



Emanuel with President Bill Clinton in 1993



Emanuel (left) at the 2012 Hyde Park Obama presidential reelection 
campaign office



Emanuel’s Approval Rating





Corporate leaders like Emanuel 









“What Can We Learn from the Mayors?”
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