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Aisha Ahmed Abdallah 
Anjarwalla & Khanna 
Nairobi Kenya 
aa@africalegalnetwork.com 

Aisha Abdallah heads the Disputes Resolution department at Anjarwalla & Khanna, covering 
offices in Nairobi and Mombasa. Her practice focuses on commercial litigation, with a 
particular emphasis on fraud, economic crime and disputes over land, the environment and 
natural resources.  
Aisha is dual qualified as an Advocate of the High Court of Kenya and Solicitor of England 
and Wales. She joined A&K from Shoosmiths in the United Kingdom in 2012 and has 
substantial experience in complex, high value cross border litigation.  
Aisha was appointed to the MARC Court in 2017, the ADR arm of the Mauritius Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, alongside some of the world’s most eminent arbitration experts. She 
is the lead author of the Kenyan chapter of the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th editions of the 
International Arbitration Review. She is also a member of the Africa Users Group for the 
Singapore International Arbitration Centre, member of International Association for Defence 
Counsel, African Arbitration Association and Delos Dispute Resolution Board of Advisors.  
Aisha is part of an expert team that has drafted Anti-Money Laundering, Remittances and 
Mobile Money Bills for Somaliland and is the lead author of the Kenya chapter of the 2018 
Chambers Anti-Corruption Global Practice Guide. She is also the lead author of the ALN 
Anti-Corruption Guide 2019.  
Aisha provides training, writes and speaks on a wide range of contentious issues, including 
international arbitration, corruption, economic crime and pro bono work. Aisha is recognised 
by Chambers Global and Legal 500 for her work.  
 

Devon Ackerman 
Kroll 
New York, NY United States 

Devon Ackerman is a Managing Director and Head of Incident Response for Kroll Cyber's 
North America Practice.  He is a hands-on digital forensic and incident response investigator 
engaged by Clients and Law Firms globally to consult on matters ranging from corporate 
espionage to network intrusions to ransomware to data breaches.  He draws extensive 
experience in the investigation and remediation of cyber-related threats and attacks from his 
prior career with the FBI as well as currently with Kroll.  Before Kroll, Devon served as a 
Supervisory Special Agent and Senior Digital Sciences Forensics Examiner with the FBI.  He 
was attached to the FBI's Operational Technology Division's Digital Forensics Field 
Operations Unit responsible for management and oversight of Federal investigations and 
matters ranging from domestic terrorism, mass shootings, critical incident response events, 
and other investigations involving large-scale electronic evidence collection and forensic 



analysis.  While with the FBI, he was the course material revision architect and co-author of 
instructional material for the FBI’s CART Tech Certification program and Digital Evidence 
Extraction Technician (DExT) training curriculums.  Devon founded and manages 
AboutDFIR.com, one of the leading Digital Forensic and Incident Response repositories of 
related knowledge and information. 

William L. Anderson 
Crowell & Moring LLP 
Washington, DC United States 
wanderson@crowell.com 

Bill Anderson is a partner in the law firm of Crowell & Moring LLP in Washington, D.C. He 
has practiced for over 30 years in product liability and toxic tort litigation, with a focus on the 
intersection of science and the law. Bil has been a memher of IADC since 2015 and has 
served as the Chair of the Products Liahility Committee for the last two years. At his firm, he 
has served as the Vice-Chair of the firm's Product Liability practice group and as the Chair of 
the firm's Committee on Professional Responsibility.  

 
Antonio Barbuto Neto 
TozziniFreire Advogados 
Sao Paulo Brazil 
tony@tozzinifreire.com.br 

Tony Barbuto is a Brazilian lawyer who represents domestic and foreign clients before courts, 
arbitration tribunals and any venue where disputes are resolved. Tony joined TozziniFreire as 
a trainee during Law School and went through the firm's entire career plan until becoming a 
partner in 2010. During 2004-06, he lived in New York City, where he attended New York 
University School of Law (NYU) for his LL.M., passed the New York State Bar Examination 
and worked at Debevoise & Plimpton. 

 
Nicole Barile 
NB Intercultural 
Cleveland, OH United States 
hello@nicolebarile.com 

Nicole Barile is President & Founder of NB Intercultural. She is an Intercultural Consultant 
and Trainer with over 15 years of experience helping companies and individuals improve 
business communications across cultures. She works closely with executives at Fortune 500 
companies to create globally-minded leaders and organizations, facilitating their success 
around the globe. Nicole also consults with organizations looking to create, refine, and 
optimize their cultural diversity programs.  
 
Previously, Nicole worked as Executive Director of an intercultural consulting company in 
New York City for 10 years before relocating to Cleveland, Ohio to head up the intercultural 
training division at another firm.  
 



She has traveled to over 40 countries, has lived in Mexico and Argentina, speaks 
conversational Portuguese and Spanish, and has worked with individuals from over 100 
nations. She received her BA in Global Economics and her MA in Intercultural Relations. 
Nicole is a regular presenter, speaker, and writer on the topics of cultural awareness, cultural 
intelligence, doing business across borders, working on multicultural teams, and the future of 
global work.  
 
Her passion lies in innovation and problem-solving, focusing on creative ideas and processes 
that improve communications across the globe. 



Jonathan Berkelhammer 
Ellis & Winters LLP 
Greensboro, NC United States 
jon.berkelhammer@elliswinters.com 

Jon Berkelhammer is a partner in the Greensboro, North Carolina office of Ellis & Winters. 
He is a graduate of the University of North School of Law and former law clerk to Judge 
Franklin T. Dupree, Jr. of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina. Jon has an active and varied litigation practice, representing clients in the state and 
federal courts throughout the United States. He devotes approximatelyhalf of his time 
defending product liability and catastrophic personal injury claims and the rest of his time 
handling an assortment of commercial disputes from trade secret litigation to class action 
defense. Jon has tried a number of cases to verdict and argued cases in the United States 
Court of Apeals for the Fourth Circuit, the North Carolina Court of Appeals, and the North 
Carolina Supreme Court. In addition to the IADC, Jon is a member of the Product Liability 
Advisory Council and currently sits on the DRI Board of Directors as the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Director.  

 
Jan Bouckaert 
Stibbe 
Brussels, Belgium Belgium 
jan.bouckaert@stibbe.com 

Jan Bouckaert specializes in International, European and Belgian environmental law. For the 
sake of clarity, environmental law comprises not only the typical subject-matters such as air, 
soil and water pollution, environmental impact assessment, chemical products regulations and 
nature conservation, but also climate change, zoning and planning law, heritage law, nuclear 
law, expropriation and general administrative law. Moreover, he handles cases concerning 
human rights (ECHR) and constitutional law. He represents clients from both the public and 
private sector and acts on their behalf in litigations, advisory work and negotiations. He is 
also highly experienced in drafting laws and regulatory texts regarding his areas of expertise 
for Belgian public authorities and assists his corporate partners in aspects of environmental 
law in the context of mergers and acquisitions.  
 
Jan graduated in Law from Ghent University in 1989. Moreover, he holds a master's degree in 
European Law from Université Libre de Bruxelles (1990). He has more than 30 years of 
experience as a lawyer and more than 20 years as a partner of Benelux firm Stibbe.  
 
Finally, Jan is a regular speaker at numerous Belgian and international conferences in 
connection with the above-mentioned fields of law. He is also the author of many 
publications in legal books and journals. 



Michael A. Brown 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP 
Baltimore, MD United States 

Mike handles complex cases in jurisdictions around the country. He has experience in the 
areas of products liability defense, mass tort litigation, employment law, medical malpractice, 
and insurance defense, as well as commercial and real estate litigation matters. In addition to 
his national clients, Mike also serves as general counsel to numerous local companies and 
corporations advising on matters related to employment and business litigation, real estate 
issues, and concerns unique to the Baltimore-Washington region. During more than 30 years 
of practice, he has represented large national corporations that run the gamut of industries and 
include 17 Fortune 500 corporations in numerous litigation matters. He has tried more than 
80 cases to verdict for these corporations and has tried cases in 24 states, including in some of 
the most challenging jurisdictions in the United States, from Maryland to Pennsylvania, New 
York, New Jersey, Virginia, Mississippi, Florida, Ohio, California, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Arizona, and Washington, D.C., among others.  
 
He has been recognized for his work by a number of organizations, including Profiles in 
Diversity Journal — Black Leaders Worth Watching™ Awards, Chambers USA: America’s 
Leading Lawyers for Business, Benchmark Litigation as a Top 100 Trial Lawyer, and The 
Legal 500. Active in his community, he is a Baltimore Urban League board member and 
foundation fundraising chair for the Homeless Persons Representation Project.  
 
He earned his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center and a B.S. from College of the 
Holy Cross.  

 
Donna L. Burden 
Burden, Hafner & Hansen, LLC 
Buffalo, NY United States 
DLB@bhhattorneys.com 

Donna L. Burden is a founding member of the law firm of Burden, Hafner & Hansen, LLC in 
Buffalo, New York, and practices throughout New York State. She is a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Foundation of the IADC and the Chair of the IADC Upstate New York 
State Committee, as well as former Chair of the IADC Transportation Committee, former 
Chair of the IADC Trucking Subcommittee, and former Vice-Chair of Webinars for the 
IADC Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee She served as Faculty for the IADC Trial 
Academy at Stanford in 2015 and served on the Nominating Committee in July 2016. She is a 
member of the Board of Directors and General Counsel of TIDA (Trucking Industry Defense 
Association) and a former member of the Board of Directors of DRI. She is also a member of 
the TLA and CTLA. Her firm is certified as a Woman Owned Small Business (WOSB) and a 
Women’s Business Enterprise (WBE). Donna Burden has many years of experience litigating 
large loss cases in trucking and transportation, product liability, medical device, professional 
liability, labor law, school, premises, toxic tort, municipal law, employment law, sexual 
assault, and Child Victims Act, and other catastrophic injury matters. She is the head of the 
firm’s 24-Hour Emergency Response Team. 



Sharon L. Caffrey 
Duane Morris LLP 
Philadelphia, PA United States 

Sharon L. Caffrey is co-chair of Duane Morris' Trial Practice Group. Ms. Caffrey 
concentrates her practice in the areas of mass tort, products liability and toxic tort litigation. 
Ms. Caffrey's experience ranges from serving as counsel for Baxter in medical device and 
biologics product liability claims, to serving as national coordinating counsel for Pliva, Inc., 
in its PPA litigation, to serving as one of a handful of national trial counsel for Ford Motor 
Company in their asbestos litigation, to handling major chemical exposure cancer claims for 
CSX Transportation, Inc. Ms. Caffrey has significant trial experience, including extensive 
experience as MDL counsel in both asbestos and PPA litigation. Ms. Caffrey has handled 
toxic tort litigation involving a number of chemicals including diesel exhaust, PHAs, 
benzene, talc, pesticides and solvents, on a trial team for a medical device manufacturer 
involving hip implant litigation, including the development of expert witnesses. Ms. Caffrey 
also represents a CSX Transportation, Inc. and Conrail Corp. in their Pennsylvania area 
litigation, ranging from complex preemption issues and the defense of significant third party 
personal injury claims. She was twice presented with an "Excellence in Trial Advocacy" 
award by CSX Transportation, Inc. and has been twice listed in Chambers USA in the 
category of Product Liability and Mass Torts – Nationwide. Ms. Caffrey also heads the 
COVID-19 Strategy Group for Duane Morris and regularly consults clients on issues related 
to COVID-19 liability prevention. 

 
Vincent M. Catanzaro 
FedEx 
Memphis, TN United States 
vincent.catanzaro@fedex.com 

Nationally recognized innovator and team builder with 20+ years’ experience in litigation and 
discovery contexts on both large and small scale projects. Identified as the creator of one of 
Inside Counsel Magazine’s 10 most innovative law departments for 2013, specializing in in-
house discovery practice, information governance, records management, social media and 
law department operations. Strategically positioned and experienced to create innovative 
practice competency for varied organizations based on developed intersections of litigation, 
technology, project management and business acuity. 

 
Joseph D. Cohen 
Porter Hedges LLP 
Houston, TX United States 
jcohen@porterhedges.com 

Joe Cohen is a Partner at Porter Hedges LLP in Houston. His practice focuses on handling the 
defense of catastrophic injury and wrongful death cases arising from allegations of products 
liability (including pharmaceuticals and medical devices), chemical and substance exposure, 
general negligence, and commercial litigation. He has successfully tried cases to verdict and 
engaged in extensive motion practice, including complex summary judgment issues and 



intricate challenges to experts in a variety of disciplines. Joe has handled matters in over 35 
states and in multiple counties throughout the state of Texas.  
 
Joe also provides individual representation to employees (current and former) of 
pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers in civil and criminal contexts, including 
U.S. Department of Justice and State Attorneys General investigations. In particular, Joe has 
extensive experience representing these individuals as defendants and non-party witnesses in 
lawsuits, and as Witnesses and Subjects in governmental investigations, including preparing 
and presenting individuals for proffers and before grand juries. While Joe has represented 
these current and former employees across multiple divisions and at multiple levels within 
pharmaceutical and device companies, he has a particularly significant amount of experience 
representing individuals from the Sales and Marketing departments of those companies.  
 
Chambers USA has recognized Joe among the leading lawyers nationally for Products 
Liability & Mass Torts. He is the Chair of the IADC Diversity Committee and the Immediate 
Past Chair of the Membership Committee. Joe is also a former member of the DRI Board of 
Directors.  

 
Nathan Cole 
Kenney & Sams, P.C. 
Boston, MA United States 
jncole@kslegal.com 

Nathan Cole is a Director at Kenney & Sams. He is an experienced trial lawyer who 
represents businesses and individuals before the Massachusetts Superior Court, 
Massachusetts Appeals Court, the U.S. District Court, numerous private mediators and 
arbitrators. His clients are a diverse range of individuals and businesses involved in 
construction, manufacturing, insurance, food services, retail, waste management and 
hazardous materials cleanup, and commercial landscaping, maintenance and snow removal.  
 
Nathan represents businesses in matters related to commercial litigation, construction 
disputes, mechanic’s lien and bond claims, insurance disputes, E&O claims, contract drafting 
and negotiation, and a wide range of general litigation, employment, and personal injury 
cases. He uses this experience to guide businesses in all phases of risk management and 
planning, including construction and business contract negotiations, indemnification 
agreements, and employee hiring and termination considerations. 



Matthew J. Davis 
Sleep Dynamics 
West Long Branch, NJ United States 

Dr. Matthew Davis is a private practice sleep specialist and neurologist, located in central 
New Jersey. He has an undergraduate degree from Vanderbilt University, received his MD 
from the University at Buffalo, and completed a residency and fellowship at the University of 
Maryland Medical Center. He is board-certified in Sleep Medicine and Neurology.  
 
Dr. Davis spends most of his professional time in direct patient care. He sees general 
neurology patients but has a special passion for neurologic disorders of sleep, including 
narcolepsy and various sleep-walking syndromes. In addition to his patient work, Dr. Davis 
speaks to companies large and small, as well as community organizations, regarding the 
importance of sleep for adults and children, its relationship to quality of life, general health, 
and business and school performance.  

 
Brian Del Gatto 
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP 
Phoenix, AZ United States 
brian.delgatto@wilsonelser.com 

Brian Del Gatto is a 35 plus year lawyer specilizing in high exposure defense litigation cases 
in a varierty of areas with a focus on multi-modal Transportation matters. He is the Regional 
Manging Partner of the firms Arizona offce (which he founded) and is also the founding 
partner of the firms Connecticut offces (which he led for many years). He acts nationaly as 
relationship/corrdianting counsel for many Canadain and US companies ( Insurance Carreirs 
and Self Insureds) in a variety of matters. Brian is also an active leader in the fimrs 
Transportation, Cargo and Logistics practice group and the firms Candain practice team along 
with the firms Legalign Global initiative. Brian has been involed in many trials on high 
expsoure cases in a number of US jurisdctions which led to favorable cleint outcomes. 

 
Heather C. Devine 
Alexander Holburn Beaudin + Lang LLP 
Toronto, ON Canada 
hdevine@ahbl.ca 

Heather C. Devine is the lead Partner of Alexander Holburn’s Toronto office. For over 20 
years, Heather has advised public and private corporations and acted as lead counsel before 
courts and tribunals in arbitrations, mediation, dispute resolution, and strategy and in 
teaching, writing, and development of law. Heather is recognized as a leading lawyer and has 
been featured in Best Lawyers in Canada since 2014 and the 2020 Canadian Legal Lexpert 
Directory. Her practice focuses primarily on commercial litigation, transportation, logistics 
and e-commerce law consult and litigation, insurance, coverage and bad faith matters, and 
product liability matters including industrial product defence, medical device defence, and 
consumer product defence. Heather is currently the IADC 2021-2022 Chair of the 
Transportation Committee and was faculty at the IADC Trial Academy at Stanford 



University. In 2020, she served as President of the Canadian Transport Lawyers Association 
and a representative at large for the Transportation Lawyers Association, where she received 
the Distinguished Service Award. Heather is a member of the Transportation Intermediaries 
Association and Conference of Freight Counsel. She regularly contributes articles, presents at 
conferences, and authors the Legal Column for the Private Motor Carrier magazine. 

 
Gbolahan Elias 
G. Elias & Co. 
Lagos Island Nigeria 
gelias@gelias.com 

Gbolahan Elias is a Senior Advocate of Nigeria, a visiting professor of commercial law at 
Babcock University, the Chancellor of the Lagos State University, and a partner at G. Elias & 
Co., a leading Nigerian business law firm that is a member of the Africa Legal Network 
(ALN).  
 
His practice is wide-ranging. He advises on seminal corporate, projects and financial 
transactions, disputes, and impactful law reform efforts – all across industries including 
banking, energy, telecommunications, consumer products, healthcare and transport.  
 
He has served as an arbitrator and counsel on large arbitrations, both ad-hoc and institutional, 
in Nigeria and abroad. He is on four international panels of neutrals and has been a member 
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK) since 2004.  
 
He is also a Fellow of the Energy Institute (UK). He read law at Magdalen and Merton 
Colleges, Oxford University, graduating from that university with much distinction and four 
degrees including a doctorate in 1989. He has published widely, especially on trusts, 
corporate law and arbitration.  

 
Maw Shen Foo 
Dentons Rodyk & Davidson LLP 
Singapore, N/A Singapore 

Foo Maw Shen is a Senior Partner in the Dentons Rodyk Litigation and Dispute Resolution 
and Arbitration groups.  
 
Maw Shen is effectively bilingual in English and Chinese, and has more than 20 years of 
extensive experience in commercial litigation, with particular emphasis on restructuring, 
insolvency litigation, shareholders' disputes, commercial fraud, trust laws and litigation 
involving gaming issues. His clients include banks, accounting firms, listed companies, 
venture capitalists and gaming operators, among others.  
Maw Shen's core practice areas complement that of the Firm's corporate advisory teams—the 
collaboration of which ensures that legal solutions that best accord with the clients' 
commercial objectives and requirements are offered. Maw Shen has been extensively 
involved in the restructuring of various listed entities over the years. These include: Hua Kok 



International Ltd, Econ International Ltd, Wee Poh Holdings Ltd, Enzer Corporation Ltd, Ho 
Wah Genting International Ltd and Penton International Ltd.  
Maw Shen has been involved in a number of high-profile cases, including a recent case where 
the Singapore Court of Appeal adjudicated on issues concerning a company listed on the 
SGX, of financially assisting a purchaser's acquisition of its own shares. He was also 
involved in the successful defense of a US$75 million claim for fraudulent conspiracy and 
acted for a liquidator in a successful claim (in excess of S$50 million) for 
fraudulent/insolvent trading against the company's former directors. 

 
Patrick Hedren 
National Association of Manufacturers 
Washington, DC United States 

Patrick Hedren is the Vice President of Litigation and Deputy General Counsel at the 
National Association of Manufacturers. As part of the Manufacturers’ Center for Legal 
Action, Mr. Hedren works to strengthen the NAM’s ability to promote a competitive 
environment for the manufacturing sector in the courts.  
 
Prior to his work at the NAM, Mr. Hedren served as Senior Counsel for a Fortune 15 
manufacturing company where he helped to grow and manage the company’s Regulatory 
Advocacy Practice, a multi-disciplinary group that enabled business units to effectively 
engage with the regulatory process and adjust to new regulations. Prior to that role, he 
worked as a litigation attorney for a regulated financial services company, and for two 
Members of Congress in campaign and policy roles.  
 
Mr. Hedren is a recognized expert on good regulatory practices and has advised domestic and 
foreign governments on how to improve their regulatory systems. He has advised multiple 
U.S. presidential campaigns on regulatory policy topics, and he speaks frequently on 
emerging issues in administrative law and regulatory reform.  
 
A native of Minnesota, he received both his law degree and his B.A. in Political Science from 
the University of Minnesota.  

 
Karl K. Hennessee 
Airbus SE 
Toulouse France 

"Mr Hennessee, FRAeS, is SVP Litigation, Investigations & Regulatory Affairs at Airbus, 
where he leads the Group’s global activities in these areas. Separately, he occasionally sits as 
arbitrator and serves on the board of directors of companies and nonprofits. Until July, 2019, 
he also served as Chairman of the Governing Body of the ICC Court of International 
Arbitration and is now a member of the HKIAC Council. In a three year hiatus from Airbus, 
Mr. Hennessee was VP Public Law & Technology of Halliburton (2013-2016). Mr Hennessee 
has previously practiced law in Germany and in the United States on behalf of institutions 
including the German Government and private law firms. Educated at the University of 



Göttingen, Germany, the London School of Economics and SMU Law School (where he was 
Managing Editor of the Journal of Air Law and Commerce), he holds degrees in history, 
economics/econometrics, and law. He is a trustee of Houston Grand Opera, a cancer survivor-
mentor, Fellow of the Robert Bosch Foundation and Phi Beta Kappa. Mr. Hennessee is the 
winner of the ILO Award for Litigation “Individual of the Year” for 2009 and the 2018 
winner of the Golden Quill award from the Business and Legal Forum for published article of 
the year. He lectures at Paris Assas, Sciences Po, Toulouse Capitole University, Versailles as 
well as Hong Kong University and has published over 100 articles on various legal subjects 
and is a frequent speaker on law, technology, aviation, and public policy." 

 
Thomas Hofmann 
Flashpoint 
Alexandria, VA United States 
thofmann@flashpoint-intel.com 

Tom Hofmann leads the intelligence directorate that is penetrating and collecting information 
from illicit communities. He works closely with clients to prioritize their intelligence 
requirements and oversees Flashpoint intelligence operations that fullfill those needs. Mr. 
Hofmann has been at the forefront of cyber operations in the commercial, government, and 
military sectors, and is renowned for his ability to drive effective intelligence operations to 
support both offensive and defensive network operations. 

 
Aref Jabbour 
IMS Consulting & Expert Services 
Oakland, CA United States 
ajabbour@expertservices.com 

As Senior Jury Consultant, Aref Jabbour, is focused on ensuring IMS’s attorney clients 
mitigate their risks during trial. He is a clinical psychologist and researcher skilled at writing 
probative questions for jury research exercises, including community attitude surveys, focus 
groups, and mock trials, that elicit the precise information attorneys need to prepare for trial. 
He distills the research data and provides clients with actionable strategies they can 
immediately employ. Aref also prepares both expert and fact witnesses to deliver 
understandable and effective testimony. His expertise has been called upon in hundreds of 
jury research exercises and trials in venues throughout the country.  
 
Aref received his PhD and MS in clinical psychology from The Pennsylvania State 
University. He has published and presented numerous works, including “How Jury Research 
Can Make a Difference,” “Choosing the Right Corporate Representative: Perspectives From a 
Trial Consultant,” “The Art of Storytelling,” and “Your View Into the Minds of Jurors in 
Utility Cases.” He has presented at AEGIS Insurance Services claims seminars, the 
TEAMHealth Defense Attorney Seminar, the South Carolina Defense Trial Attorneys’ 
Association, the Defense Research Institute (DRI) Product Liability Seminar, the DRI Retail 
and Hospitality Seminar, the DRI Construction Law Seminar, the DRI Drug and Medical 



Device Subcommittee Meeting, the International Association of Defense Counsel Annual and 
Midyear meetings, and the Trial Attorneys of America Annual Meeting. 

 
Shannon R. Joseph 
Morningstar Law Group 
Raleigh, NC United States 
sjoseph@morningstarlawgroup.com 

Shannon R. Joseph has practiced with Morningstar Law Group in Raleigh, North Carolina 
since 2014, after serving as a state Special Superior Court Judge and an Administrative Law 
Judge. She is a trial lawyer and focuses on complex business and corporate litigation, 
including trade secret, contract, fiduciary duty, internal corporate governance, shareholder 
and employment disputes. She also is an arbitrator and a mediator. She is member of the 
American Arbitration Association’s Panel of Arbitrators for Commercial and Employment 
matters and is a North Carolina DRC Certified Superior Court Mediator.  

 
Sherry Knutson 
Tucker Ellis 
Chicago, IL United States 
sherry.knutson@tuckerellis.com 

Sherry Knutson, a partner in the Chicago office of Tucker Ellis LLP, co-chairs the firm’s 
nationwide Health & Life Sciences practice. Sherry has 25 years of experience in product 
liability and toxic tort cases. Appreciated by clients as “a fantastic trial partner,” she has tried 
cases to verdict in Illinois, Wisconsin, New Jersey, and West Virginia. Clients describe her as 
“an exceptional attorney” with “a knack for understanding very complex scientific and 
medical issues and making them easy to understand to both clients and a layperson on the 
jury.”  
 
Sherry is ranked in Chambers USA 2021 in the area of Product Liability & Mass Torts 
(Nationwide), in which clients describe her as “an amazing trial attorney who has great 
presence,” and “creative, thoughtful and smart.” Who's Who Legal recognizes her in both 
“Life Sciences - Product Liability” and “Product Liability Defence,” noting that she is 
considered by peers to be “truly one of the best out there.” Sherry is a Fellow of the 
International Society of Barristers, and is also recognized in Benchmark Litigation in “Top 
250 Women,” “Top 100 Trial Lawyers,” and “National Practice Area Star (Product 
Liability),” as well as LMG Life Sciences, where she is a “Life Sciences Star (Product 
Liability).” An active member of IADC, Sherry served on the 2020 Annual Meeting Steering 
Committee, as well the Trial Tactics & Techniques Committee as Vice Chair of Diversity 
(2019-2020) – and in 2017, she was selected as a faculty member of IADC’s 45th Annual 
Trial Academy.  

 
 
 



Brandee Kowalzyk 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP 
Atlanta, GA United States 
brandee.kowalzyk@nelsonmullins.com 

A partner in Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP’s Atlanta office, Brandee Kowalzyk 
practices in the areas of pharmaceutical and medical device defense, commercial litigation, 
product liability, and toxic tort defense. She has first- and second-chair trial experience in 
civil actions in various federal courts and Georgia state courts. Brandee is the current chair of 
Nelson Mullins’ Recruiting Committee and previously served on the firm’s DE&I Steering 
Committee, and she has long been active in recruiting and diversity, equity, and inclusion 
initiatives.  
 
A member of the Fond du Lac Band of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, Brandee has served 
since 2017 as a tribal appellate court judge for her Tribe, in which role she hears and decides 
appeals from the Tribe’s Trial Court. She is a member of the National Native American Bar 
Association, the International Association of Defense Counsel, DRI, and is on the Advisory 
Board of the Georgia State University College of Law Center for Law, Health & Society.  
 
Active in her community, Brandee previously served as a member of the Board of Directors 
for the Gold Shield Foundation, a nonprofit organization aimed at providing financial and 
other support to the families of police officers and firefighters who are injured or killed in the 
line of duty. She also heads the firm's Atlanta office’s implementation of the Wills for Heroes 
program, a project that provides complimentary wills for emergency first response personnel 
throughout the United States.  

 
Paul Lefebvre 
Hanotiau & Van Den Berg 
Brussels Belgium 

Paul Lefebvre is the President of the Bar of the Belgian Supreme Court for a two-year term 
starting in September 2020 and one of the four founding partners of the law firm 
HANOTIAU & VAN DEN BERG which was set up in 2001 and is widely recognized as 
leader in the field of commercial arbitration and litigation.  
 
Mr. Lefebvre acts as Chairman and arbitrator in several CEPINA and Ice arbitrations and ad 
hoc arbitrations.  
 
He acted as Chairman and arbitrator in several CEPINA arbitrations and ad hoc arbitrations.  
 
Paul Lefebvre was assisting professor of Professor Eddy Wymeersch and was Professor at the 
Ichec in Brussels in International Commercial Law and Dispute Resolution from September 
2009 until August 2021.  
 
In relation with arbitration his main publications are about the public policy factor in 
arbitration in 8-Arbitra, 2014, and with Me D. DE MEULEMEESTER an article entitled 



"The New York Convention : An Autopsy of its Structure and Modus Operandi" which was 
published in Maxi Scherer (ed.), Journal Of International Arbitration, 2018, Volume 35, Issue 
4, pp. 413-438, as well as the motivation of arbitral awards in Proces & Bewijs, 2015 and the 
control of the arbitral award by the state judges in the light of public policy in JT 
Luxembourgeois, 2016.  
 
In addition, he is a member of the IADC and CEA. In 2015 he was nominated Vice President 
of International in the Board of the IADC. He is a regular speaker at IADC- conferences at 
the regional and annual meetings as well as at the AIA and ABAS.  
 
Paul Lefebvre is a native Dutch and French speaker, with fluency in English., He was 
admitted to the Bar in 1985,  

 
Elaine A. Machado 
Continental Corporation 
Guarulhos, Sao Paulo Brazil 

 

Kathleen J. Maus 
Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig LLP 
Tallahassee, FL United States 
kmaus@butler.legal 

Kathy J. Maus, a partner of Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig, LLC, and the Chair of the DRI 
Insurance Law Committee, is active in her firm’s bad faith, casualty, and first/third party 
insurance coverage practices. She is a recognized Super Lawyer in Insurance Coverage and 
was Board Certified in Civil Trial multiple times. Her memberships are varied, including Past 
Board Member of both the Defense Research Institute and the International Association of 
Defense Counsel. Kathy is an author and served as a speaker at numerous seminars on issues 
including first and third party coverage and bad faith. 

 
Carol P. Michel 
Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins, Gunn & Dial, LLC 
Atlanta, GA United States 
cmichel@wwhgd.com 

Carol Michel defends clients nationally in high-stakes and catastrophic litigation in State and 
Federal Courts. Her trials run the gamut from major personal injury, product liability and 
premises liability cases, to medical malpractice and long-term care, to aviation crashes. Carol 
is considered the "go-to" attorney by clients in emergency situations requiring immediate 
advice and counsel to protect their interests.  
 
Product Liability, Healthcare and Aviation are specific areas in which Carol has developed 
significant experience and garnered recognition. Carol is a member of the Product Liability 
Advisory Council. She provides advice and counsel to a broad variety of product 



manufacturers from turret punch presses to pharmaceuticals.  
 
Selected by The Best Lawyers in America© in Health Care from 2013-2021, she has 
represented healthcare clients for almost 30 years.  
 
Aviation litigation is also a key part of Carol’s practice. She was invited to and became a 
member of the International Aviation Womens Association. Carol represents aviation clients 
in disruptive passenger litigation, rotary wing crash litigation and fixed wing aircraft crash 
litigation. She has been invited and spoken internationally on aviation safety issues at 
industry sponsored programs in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Istanbul, Turkey and the United 
Kingdom.  
 
Chosen by her firm to serve on its Board of Managers in 2013, she became the first woman, 
in firm history, to do so. She is admitted to practice in Georgia, Nevada, Mississippi and 
Colorado; as well as federal courts.  
 

 
Manuel Moctezuma 
Moctezuma Castro S. C. 
Cuajimalpa, Mexico City, Mexico Mexico 
mmoctezuma@moctezumacastro.com 

Manuel Moctezuma. Managing partner at Moctezuma Castro, S.C. in Mexico City. Obtained 
his law degree cum laudae from Universidad Iberoamericana and holds and LLM in 
American Law from Wake Forest University School of Law. He practiced law as a foreign 
legal consultant in a Houston-based law firm. He has been in private practice for over 25 
years. Board member of the Hispanic Bar Association of Houston. Also served as board 
member of the International Economic Development Committee of Greenspoint District in 
Houston. In 2012, Manuel was a recipient of the International Partner of the Year Award 
presented by the Greenspoint District in Houston. He is a court-appointed certified Spanish 
and English translator and interpreter. He leads the international practice group at his firm 
and focuses on business litigation and alternative dispute resolution mechanisms. He 
represents closely held and public companies in the finance, banking, insurance, shipping, 
aviation, services, telecommunications and energy industries. He is authorized to practice law 
in all states and courts in Mexico, and has successfully represented foreign entities in civil 
and commercial transactions, including the recognition and enforcement of foreign awards 
and judgments in Mexico. Manuel has been appointed as an expert witness in Mexican law 
and has assisted foreign firms as local counsel with respect of taking of evidence in civil and 
commercial matters to be used in foreign proceedings. He has been a contributor to a number 
of law organizations and has spoken at programs in Mexico and the United States. 



Margaret E. Peloso 
Vinson & Elkins LLP 
Washington, DC United States 
mpeloso@velaw.com 

 

Kristen Perkins 
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP 
Fort Lauderdale, FL United States 
Kristen.Perkins@lewisbrisbois.com 

Kristen Perkins is a partner in the Fort Lauderdale office of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith 
LLP. She is a Vice-Chair of the firm’s Insurance Coverage and Bad Faith Litigation Practice 
group and is licensed to practice law in Florida and New York. Kristen leads a highly active 
and dynamic practice with a focus on insurance coverage, bad faith, producer contract 
disputes and ancillary issues impacting the business of insurance. She and her team litigate 
matters in federal and state court, as well as in international and domestic arbitration. Kristen 
often presents on insurance and claims handling best practices. 

 

Anamaria I. Popescu 
Berkeley Research Group, LLC 
Pine, CO United States 
apopescu@thinkbrg.com 

Dr. Popescu is a Managing Director of Berkeley Research Group (BRG) Construction 
Practice. She is a construction arbitrator with the AAA and a licensed Professional Engineer 
with more than 26 years of experience in project management, construction claims, delay 
analysis, productivity loss, damages, project controls, and contract management. Dr. 
Popescu’s project experience includes power generation, pipelines, petrochemical and 
process plants, oil and gas production platforms (on-shore and off-shore), mining, water 
treatment plants, airports, telecommunications, and commercial construction in Australia, 
Canada, United States, Mexico, South America, South Africa, and China. Her expertise as 
well as her doctoral thesis focus on forensic schedule analysis.  
Dr. Popescu provided program/project management and project control services for projects 
ranging from $500,000 to $50 billion. As an Expert Witness, she has written numerous expert 
reports that led to successful settlements as well as testified in international and local 
arbitration hearings and dispute review board proceedings on delay, productivity loss and 
damages. She has also taught seminars and courses on scheduling, effective project controls, 
and dispute avoidance in the United States and internationally. She is the co-founder and 
chairman for the Society of Construction Law Section in North America.  

 

Sarahann M. Rackl 



Exponent 
Austin, TX United States 
srackl@exponent.com 

Dr. Sarahann Rackl, P.E. is a Senior Manager in the Chemical Regulation and Food Safety 
Practice at Exponent, Inc. Dr. Rackl is a scientist and environmental engineer with a broad 
interdisciplinary technical and academic background in the areas of engineering, 
microbiology, chemistry, and ecology. Her research and work experience since the late 1990s 
have focused on evaluating technologies and practices related to water and other 
environmental media. She has applied her expertise to the development of new products; 
conducting business case analyses; and communicating with boards of directors, investors, 
regulators, legal counsel and policy makers. Dr. Rackl excels at gathering and interpreting 
complex technical data and information in a wide range of scientific areas and understanding 
and communicating its relevance to regulators, legal counsel and other non-technical 
personnel. Dr. Rackl also specializes in the many aspects of the Clean Water Act, California’s 
“Proposition 65” and other state-specific science and regulatory matters, including the 
emerging fluorinated chemical consumer product regulations. Whether it be common 
consumer household and office products or specialty industrial products, Dr. Rackl has 
developed numerous Proposition 65 compliance and product stewardship programs for 
companies with extensive product lines. Under Proposition 65, Dr. Rackl has worked in 
projects covering a large array of the listed chemicals including PFOA and PFOS. Dr. Rackl 
supports companies in developing Proposition 65 supply chain strategies and works with 
companies to develop tools that enable their regulatory managers to maintain sustainable 
Proposition 65 compliance and product stewardship programs. 

 
Charles E. Reynolds 
Trenam Law 
Tampa, FL United States 
creynolds@trenam.com 

Charles (Chas) Reynolds is a partner with Trenam Law in Tampa, Florida. His practice 
focuses primarily on construction, products, and premises liability matters. He is a long time 
member of IADC and has chaired the Construction Law Committee on multiple occasions. 
Presently, he is Chair of the IADC CLE Committee. 

 
Gail Rodgers 
DLA Piper 
New York, NY United States 

 

Azusa Saito 
Nishimura & Asahi NY LLP 
New York, NY United States 
a.saito@nishimura.com  



Azusa Saito is counsel in the Dispute Resolution Group of Nishimura & Asahi NY LLP. 
After practicing for more than a decade in Japan at Nishimura & Asahi, the largest law firm 
in the country, she joined its New York office. Her practice focuses on international 
arbitration and complex commercial litigation.  
 
She has represented clients in international commercial arbitrations conducted in venues 
around the world, under a wide variety of arbitral rules, including the ICC, SIAC, and JCAA. 
She has advised multinational companies in diverse industries, including the pharmaceutical, 
automobile, aviation, construction, solar energy, telecommunications, electronics and 
insurance fields, in contractual disputes relating to (post-)M&A, distributorship, licensing, 
and franchising. She also has extensive experience in court proceedings relating to multi-
jurisdictional disputes. She frequently advises Japanese clients relating to litigation in the 
U.S. as well as U.S. clients relating to litigation in Japan.  
 
She is admitted to practice law in both Japan (2007) and New York (2014).  

 
Nadav Shoked 
Northwestern University School of Law 
Chicago, IL United States 
nadav.shoked@law.northwestern.edu 

Nadav Shoked is Professor of Law at Northwestern University School of Law. He joined the 
Northwestern faculty in 2012 as an Assistant Professor of Law. Previously, he was a Visiting 
Assistant Professor at the University of Texas School of Law. His teaching and research work 
focuses on the law and theory of property, on local government law, and on American legal 
history. 

 
Julie H. Showers 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN United States 
showers@umn.edu 

Julie Hagen Showers is the Associate Vice President in the Office for Equity and Diversity at 
the University of Minnesota. As AVP, she works with senior leaders to advance efforts to 
create and maintain a culture of inclusive excellence. Julie leads the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Affirmative action, the Disability Resource Center, the Office of Business 
and Community Economic Development and the Office for Conflict Resolution. Julie serves 
as Affiliate Faculty in the UMN Law School.  
 
Earlier, Julie served as the Director of the Office for Conflict Resolution, an independent 
resource for faculty, staff and students confronting work-related conflicts. The Office 
provides formal and informal dispute resolution processes, including skills-building, 
facilitated dialogue, mediation and arbitration.  
 
Prior to joining the University of Minnesota in 2014, Julie was a partner at FordHarrison, a 



national labor and employment law firm, and also served as an adjunct instructor in the 
Masters Program in Strategic Human Resource Management at St. Mary’s University. From 
1992-2009, Julie worked at Northwest Airlines. Beginning as Labor Counsel, Julie was 
promoted to Senior Labor Counsel and Managing Director – Labor Relations before 
becoming Vice President of Labor Relations in 2000. In 2007, Julie became Senior Vice 
President of Inflight Services, leading 10 domestic and 11 international flight attendant bases 
as well as global catering and inflight entertainment. She retired from Delta Air Lines in 2009 
following the successful merger and operational integration of the two companies.  
 
Julie graduated from Stanford University and the University of Minnesota Law School.  

 
Jeffrey Simmons 
GlobalTranz Enterprises LLC 
Scottsdale, AZ United States 

Jeff Simmons is the Chief Legal Officer of GlobalTranz. Jeff joined GlobalTranz after 
spending 30 years in private practice, most recently with the national law firm of Lewis 
Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith, LLP. While in private practice, Jeff represented motor, rail, ocean 
and air carriers, as well as brokers, before courts, regulatory agencies and in contract 
negotiations.  
 
He completed his one-year term as President of the Transportation Lawyers Association in 
May 2020 and is a past Chairman of the Conference of Freight Counsel.  
 
While in private practice, Jeff was named in the Best Lawyers in America® in the field of 
Transportation Law and in Southwest Super Lawyers ® in the area of 
Transportation/Maritime Law. In 2014, he received the Transportation Lawyers Association’s 
Distinguished Service Award. Jeff received First Chair’s Top General Counsel Award in 
2017.  
 
Jeff is a 1983 graduate of Georgetown University and a 1986 graduate of the University of 
Arizona College of Law.  

 
Scott H. Sirich 
Plunkett Cooney, P.C. 
Bloomfield Hills, MI United States 
ssirich@plunkettcooney.com 

Scott H. Sirich has been a partner at Plunkett Cooney since 2001 and has served as the firm’s 
Construction Law Practice Group Leader since 2002.  
 
Mr. Sirich represents architectural and engineering design firms, construction managers, 
general contractors, subcontractors, owners, and developers in all construction matters both 
directly and through insurance carriers. He focuses his practice in the areas of construction 
law, architects and engineers’ liability, insurance law, occupational health and safety law and 



general commercial litigation.  
 
Mr. Sirich is a member of numerous professional organizations. He graduated from Wayne 
State University School of Law in 1992, and earned his undergraduate degree in English and 
Economics from the University of Michigan in 1989.  

 
 
Sarah Spurlock 
Stites & Harbison PLLC 
Louisville, KY United States 
sspurlock@stites.com 

Sarah Spurlock is Co-Chair of Stites & Harbison's Privacy & Data Security Group and a 
member of the firm's Health Care Service Group. Sarah regularly advises clients on a wide 
range of privacy and health care regulatory matters, including privacy and security laws; data 
breach prevention and response; health care fraud and abuse laws; and health care and 
commercial contracts. Her practice includes regulatory and transactional matters as well as 
privacy-related litigation. Sarah is a Certified Information Privacy Professional for U.S. 
privacy law (CIPP/US). 

 
Sharon Donaldson Stuart 
Christian & Small LLP 
Birmingham, AL United States 
sdstuart@csattorneys.com 

Sharon Stuart is a founding partner of Christian & Small, where she handles complex and 
class action insurance, business, product liability and toxic tort cases. Sharon is also President 
and Claims Counsel of Attorneys Insurance Mutual of the South, a lawyer-owned company 
providing attorney malpractice coverage in Alabama and Tennessee. She is recognized in 
Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers in America – garnering multiple "Lawyer of the Year" 
honors, the Top 50 Mid-South Women Super Lawyers, and is one of Benchmark Litigation’s 
Top 250 Women in Litigation. Sharon is active in the IADC, where she has served as Chair 
of the Insurance and Reinsurance Committee. She is also active in DRI and the American 
Inns of Court. She is past President of the Alabama Defense Lawyers Association.  
 

 

Mary-Christine Sungaila 
Buchalter 
Irvine, CA United States 

M.C. Sungaila leads Buchalter’s Appellate practice group. Ms. Sungaila is a highly regarded 
appellate attorney who has briefed and argued appeals raising cutting-edge and fundamental 
business issues for over two decades. She crafts creative approaches to clients’ emerging 



legal issues and provides pretrial consultations in cases where an appeal by either side 
appears inevitable.  
 
Chambers USA reports that clients describe her as “a phenomenal writer,” “an excellent 
strategist,” and a “gifted appellate lawyer who consistently delivers bottom line results.” 
Clients praise her “great practical sense,” “laser” focus on key issues, “excellence in creative 
thinking,” “deep local knowledge of the California Supreme Court, as well as other appellate 
venues,” and her ability to “advise on the business side just as well as she does on the legal 
side.” She has been recognized for over a decade by the Daily Journal as one of California’s 
100 Leading Women Lawyers. She is a recipient of two back-to-back California Lawyer of 
the Year (CLAY) awards.  
 
In 2017, she was awarded the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, whose recipients include seven 
U.S. Presidents, Nobel Prize winners, athletes, leaders of industry, artists, and others whose 
work has made a lasting impact on humanity, for her combined professional achievements 
and humanitarian and pro bono work.  
 
Within the IADC, she has led the Appellate Practice and Amicus Curiae Committees, served 
as editor of the Defense Counsel Journal and on the Foundation Board. She is the inaugural 
recipient of the Richard Neumeier Service Award.  

 
Hiroyuki Tezuka 
Nishimura & Asahi 
Tokyo Japan 
h.tezuka@nishimura.com 

Hiroyuki Tezuka is a partner at Nishimura & Asahi, and heads the firm's international dispute 
resolution practice group. He specializes in international commercial litigation and 
arbitration. He has been involved in a number of international arbitrations as counsel, sole-
arbitrator, co-arbitrator, or chairman, including before the ICC, JCAA, AAA-ICDR, VIAC, 
KCAB and SIAC. Hiroyuki serves as an executive director of the Japan Association of 
Arbitrators, was a vice-chair of the Arbitration Committee of the IBA Legal Practice 
Division, and was a committee co-chair of the Dispute Resolution and Arbitration Committee 
at the IPBA. Since 2013, he has been a member of SIAC's Court of Arbitration. From 2013 to 
2016, he taught international arbitration at the University of Tokyo, School of Law as visiting 
professor. Since 2016, he has been a member of the ICC Institute of World Business Law, the 
ACICA council, the Seoul IDRC Advisory Board and a fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators (FCIArb). Since 2018 he is a Council member of the ICC Institute of World 
Business Law. Since 2019 to 2021, he has been a chair of the International Arbitration 
Committee at the IADC (International Association of Defense Counsel). Hiroyuki graduated 
from the University of Tokyo (LL.B., 1984) and Harvard Law School (LL.M., 1992). He is 
admitted as an attorney in Japan (1986) and in New York (1993).  



William S. Thomas 
Gausnell, O'Keefe & Thomas, LLP 
Saint Louis, MO United States 
wthomas@gotlawstl.com 

William Thomas is a principal at Gausnell, O’Keefe & Thomas, LLC in St. Louis, where he 
focuses his practice on construction claims and loss prevention. He is a member of the AIA, 
ASCE and International Association of Defense Counsel, for which he serves on the 
Construction Law Committee and Professional Liability Committee. He can be reached at 
wthomas@gotlawstl.com. 

 
Craig A. Thompson 
Venable, LLP 
Baltimore, MD United States 

Craig Thompson represents clients in the areas of commercial litigation, product liability, 
premises liability, and personal injury. Craig is an assertive trial lawyer and legal counselor 
with significant experience handling civil cases before federal and state courts throughout the 
country. His knowledge of technology, legal, and business administration enables him to 
resolve numerous cases by assessing liability and developing risk management strategies. His 
professional motto — "add value and provide solutions" — has guided him in the service of 
clients ranging from Fortune 500 corporations to mezzanine-level companies. He also has a 
thriving practice representing pharmacies against claims of alleged drug misfills. 

 
Jeff Trimarchi 
IAT Insurance Group 
Newark, NJ United States 
jeff.trimarchi@iatinsurance.com 

Jeff Trimarchi began his career as a litigator, providing advice and representation to insurance 
carrier clients in domestic and international litigation and arbitration. In 2010, Jeff moved in-
house with ACE Bermuda (now Chubb Bermuda) as VP of Casualty Claims, and became 
Head of Claims for Chubb Bermuda in 2013. Upon moving back to the United States in 2017, 
Jeff was a Claims Executive within Chubb's North America Claims Department, in charge 
high exposure and complex casualty claims throughout the United States. In 2019, Jeff 
accepted a position with IAT Insurance Group, Inc., as VP and Senior Underwriting Counsel, 
advising the company on a wide variety of legal matters drawing upon his claims and legal 
experience, including managing litigation, product development, risk assessment, regulatory 
and compliance issues, and general contract matters. 



Thomas N. Vanderford 
Hyundai Motor America 
Fountain Valley, CA United States 
tomvanderford@hmausa.com 

Thomas N. Vanderford, Jr. is the Associate General Counsel and Executive Director of 
Litigation for Hyundai Motor America. Mr. Vanderford joined Hyundai in 1992 and oversees 
Hyundai’s product litigation throughout the United States. He has been admitted pro hac vice 
for trials in Alabama, Georgia, Indiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, New Jersey, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas and Washington. He advises Hyundai 
engineers throughout the world on product safety, product liability prevention and regulatory 
compliance.  
 
Mr. Vanderford's professional activities have included leadership positions with the ABA 
Litigation Section, including vice-chair of the ABA's Product Liability Committee. He is a 
member of the Product Liability Advisory Council (PLAC) (Member, Board of Directors, 
2010-2014 and 2020-present), Defense Research Institute (DRI), Federation of Defense and 
Corporate Counsel (FDCC), International Association of Defense Counsel (IADC) and is a 
Lifetime Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. He is currently a member of the Board of 
Directors of American Tort Reform Association ("ATRA"). He is also a member of the 
Liability Reform Advisory Committee of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's National 
Chamber Litigation Center ("NCLC").  
 
Prior to joining Hyundai, Mr. Vanderford was with Pillsbury, Madison and Sutro (now 
“Pillsbury Winthrop”), where he defended manufacturers in many types of product liability 
actions, including chemical, drug, firearm, tobacco and automotive cases. He obtained his 
undergraduate degree from UCLA in 1982. He graduated cum laude from Loyola Law School 
in 1985.  

 

Prof. G. Edward White 
University of Virginia School of Law 
Charlottesville, VA United States 
gew@lawschool.virginia.edu 

Professor George Edward White is the David and Mary Harrison Professor of Law at the 
University of Vriginia School of Law. He holds at Ph.D. from Yale University in American 
Studies and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. He was law clerk to Chief Justice Warren, 
Supreme Court of the United States, in the 1971 Term. He joined the faculty of the Univesity 
of Virginia School of Law in 1972.  
Professor White has published 18 books and has two additional books scheduled for 
publication in 2022. Among the awards his books have received are Final Listing for the 
Pulitzer Prize in American HIstory, three Silver Gavel Awards from the American Bar 
Association, the Littleton-Griswold Prize from the American HIstorical Association, the 
James Willard Hurst Prize from the Law and Society Assocition, the Scribes Award from the 
Society of Writers on Legal Subjects, two awards for Exemplary Legal Writing from the 



Green Bag Almanac and Reader, and the Coif Award for Distinguished Scholarship from the 
Association of American Law Schools.  
Professor White is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Society 
of American HIstorians, and a life member of the American Law Institute. 

 
Jessalyn H. Zeigler 
Bass, Berry & Sims PLC 
Nashville, TN United States 
jzeigler@bassberry.com 

Jessie Zeigler chairs the Products Liability & Torts Practice Group with Bass, Berry & Sims 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Whether representing a Fortune 500 company or one of the largest 
municipalities in Tennessee, Jessie has returned successful results for 100 percent of the cases 
she has handled for clients in a wide range of litigation matters. Her counsel has saved clients 
millions in losses across various industries – including automotive, food and beverage, 
healthcare, consumer products, pulp and paper, general manufacturing, chemical, 
pharmaceutical/life sciences, and medical device – as they have faced claims related to crisis 
management, environmental, natural gas hedging, health & safety, products liability, 
healthcare liability, or contracts. Jessie represents clients in claims related to deceptive 
business practices under the Tennessee Consumer Protection Act (TCPA) and the False 
Claims Act (FCA). She also has more than 25 years of experience in representing clients in 
environmental, health and safety matters.  
 
 

 


