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W HAT IS THE IADC?

The In ternat ional Associat ion  of Defense Counsel (IADC) is an  elite in ternat ional organ izat ion  of 
approxim ately 2,500 peer-review ed in -house counsel, insurance execut ives, and  outside counsel 
represent ing  business en t it ies around the w orld . The IADC, w h ich  celebrated  it s cen tenn ial in  2020, has a 
long  h istory as a cham pion  of the legal in terests of the business com m unity and  a leader in  civil just ice 
reform . For corporate counsel and  insurance execut ives, the IADC provides resources and a netw ork of 
peers to address and  support  their part icu lar p rofessional needs. For p rivate p ract it ioners, m em bersh ip  in  
the IADC provides a singu lar opportun ity to m eet  w ith  poten t ial clien ts, d ist ingu ished colleagues, and  
in fluen t ial referral sources in  a un ique colleg ial environm ent .

?For m e, the p ract ice of law  is becom ing  increasing ly in ternat ional in  it s focus...W hat  the IADC does for m e is to put  m e in  

touch  w ith  t rue experts in  other part s of the w orld  - peop le w ho are the top  p ract it ioners in  their part icu lar ju risd ict ions. And 

as a resu lt , I have developed netw orks w ith  these g reat  law yers. I?ve developed w onderfu l f riendsh ips w ith  these law yers. I 

t h ink that  p rovides m e w ith  benef it s above and beyond any other organ izat ion  that  I?ve been involved  in . The IADC is a very, 

very special organ izat ion , and  I don?t  know  of any other law yer associat ion  that  com es even close to the sort  of th ings the 

IADC can provide.?

- Colin Loveday, Clayton Utz, Sydney NSW, Austra lia

Play the video to hear about the 
network Colin has created within 
the IADC.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgG14OHkREk


The IADC?s m em bersh ip  is com prised  of lead ing  m em bers of the t rial bar and  in -house counsel and  

insurance execut ives f rom  large, m id -size, and  sm all com pan ies. IADC m em bers hail f rom  sm all f irm s, 

lit igat ion  bout iques, reg ional pow erhouses, and  nat ional and  in ternat ional g ian ts f rom  49 count ries and  

territories on  six con t inen ts. 

Most  in ternat ional cen ters of banking , indust ry, and  com m erce have resident  m em bers, includ ing  London, 

Frankfurt , M ilan , Paris, Hong  Kong , Tokyo, Seou l, Sydney, Mexico City, Buenos Aires, São Pau lo, and  

Berm uda. Dist ingu ished insurance execut ives and  legal counselors to business join  the IADC to p rom ote 

the in terests of their clien ts, their em ployers, and  the p rofession . For those w ho are act ive in  the IADC, 

m em bersh ip  is an  outstand ing  opportun ity to netw ork w ith  p rom inent  in -house counsel, p reem inent  

defense law yers, and  insurance execut ives f rom  around the w orld .
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A DISTINGUISHED INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP

Many corporat ions have been  act ive 

in  t h e IADC w h ich  in clude: 

-  AON Corporat ion   -  Bayer Corporat ion   

-  Federal Express  -  Sw iss Re  -  Exxon Mob il Corporat ion   

-  St . Jude Med ical  -  Georg ia-Pacif ic, LLC  

-  Johnson & Johnson  -  M ichelin  North  Am erica, Inc.  

-  M icrosoft  Corporat ion   -  Pf izer  

-  Shell Oil Com pany  -  Liberty Mutual Group  

-  Ingersoll Rand  -  Yam aha Motor Corporat ion   -  

M innesota Law yers Mutual 



?A substan t ial benef it  of being  a m em ber of the IADC is the ab ilit y to com bine business 

developm ent , educat ion , and  relat ionsh ip  bu ild ing . In  today?s busy w orld , it  is w onderfu l t hat  the 

IADC offers it s m em bers the opportun ity to m axim ize their t im e in  one venue. The m eet ings 

have the h ighest  caliber CLE offerings, incred ib le netw orking  opportun it ies, and  the 

relat ionsh ips you bu ild  t ranscend the generat ions.?

- Molly H. Cra ig, Hood Law Firm , LLC, Charleston, South Carolina  USA B
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IADC GLOBAL CONNECTION

Mem bersh ip  in  the IADC adds value to your life in  a w ay that  sets it  apart  f rom  any other organ izat ion . One 

of the p rim ary benef it s of m em bersh ip  in  the Associat ion  is the organ izat ion?s g lobal connect ion  and  the 

un ion  of educat ion , business developm ent , and  relat ionsh ips.

The IADC st rives to p rom ote p rofessional developm ent  by p rovid ing  superior t rain ing  and  cont inu ing  

educat ion  opportun it ies w h ile creat ing  p lat form s for m em bers to develop  and foster valuab le 

relat ionsh ips w ith  the f inest  ou tside counsel, corporate counsel, and  insurance execut ives w orldw ide. 

The Associat ion?s sm all size, superior legal events, and  carefu lly crafted  p rog ram s and act ivit ies un iquely 

cu lt ivate business success for m em bers and  enrich  both  their personal and  p rofessional lives.

For m ore of Molly's thoughts on the 
IADC, play the video above.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJI7uFAmJ9Q


The IADC provides educat ional opportun it ies that  develop  and 

enhance skills w h ile p rovid ing  an  environm ent  for cam araderie and  

business developm ent .
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

?There are so m any d ifferen t  
opportun it ies in  the organ izat ion  
to not  on ly netw ork but  also 
m ature and  develop  
p rofessionally. In  term s of the 
m eet ings, the CLE?s are absolu tely 
fan tast ic...There [are] Web inars 
availab le on line that  you can 
part icipate in . All k inds of 
opportun it ies to join  Substan t ive 
[Law ] Com m it tees and  becom e 
involved  - it  just  helps you develop  
p rofessionally. It  has m ade m e a 
m uch bet ter law yer in  add it ion  to 
the g reat  netw orking  and referral 
opportun it ies.?

 - Ivan M. Rodriguez
Phelps Dunbar LLP
Houston, Texas USA

MEETINGS

Corporat e Counsel Colleg e an d  In t ernat ional Corporat e Counsel 

Colleg e. These tw o-day conferences show case h igh ly respected  

panelist s and  speakers w ho address the challenges faced by 

in -house counsel, insurance execut ives, and  their advisors. The 

In ternat ional Corporate Counsel College is held  in  Europe and 

focuses on  the latest  European legal issues.  

Professional Liab il it y Roun d t ab le. Th is afternoon prog ram  offers 

insigh t  in to key p rofessional liab ilit y issues that  affect  law yers and  

insurance execut ives. We now  also offer a t rack w here p rog ram m ing  

focuses on  m ed ical liab ilit y issues.

Trial Academ y. Th is one-w eek, in tensive t rial advocacy t rain ing  

p rog ram  provides realist ic t rain ing  for t rial law yers represent ing  

corporat ions and  insurers. Th is p rog ram  b lends sm all g roup  facu lty 

inst ruct ion  and  dem onst rat ion  w ith  ind ividual student  part icipat ion . 

Annual an d  Midyear Meet in g s. The tw o largest  IADC m eet ings 

com bine t im ely CLE, com m it tee business m eet ings and  in ternal 

p rog ram s, and  netw orking  and social opportun it ies. 

Play the video above to hear Ivan highlight what 
educational opportunities are ava ilable within 
the IADC.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLvSkhgccME
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ONLINE EDUCATION

W eb inars. IADC Webinars p rovide m em bers and  their 

colleagues and clien ts w ith  com plim entary one-hour 

educat ional opportun it ies p resented  by IADC m em bers w ho 

are lead ing  experts in  the sub ject  m at ter. The IADC presents 

15+ Web inars yearly, and  they const it u te a h igh ly eff icien t  

and  valuab le benef it . Web inar p resentat ions are recorded 

and shared  on  the IADC w ebsite for m em bers to view  them  

later.

NETW ORKING

Reg ional Meet in g s. The IADC organ izes Reg ional Meet ings 

all over the w orld  to p rovide m em bers and  guests the 

chance to convene for short  educat ional p rog ram s and 

connect  w ith  one another a b it  closer to hom e. These 

popu lar m eet ings are f ree of charge, open to guests, and  

p rovide an  opportun ity to d iscuss relevant  issues w ith  local 

m em bers of the Associat ion .

The IADC provides educat ional opportun it ies that  develop  and 

enhance skills w h ile p rovid ing  an  environm ent  for cam araderie 

and  business developm ent .

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES



RESOURCES

The IADC provides it s m em bersh ip  w ith  a num ber of benef icial resources and opportun it ies to engage in  

and  u t ilize in  order to fu rther develop  a w orthw h ile return  on  their investm ent  in  the Associat ion . 

?The IADC allow s m e, and  has allow ed m e 

for 25 years, to speak at  m eet ings, to 

pub lish , and  to keep a nat ional p rof ile so 

that  I rem ain  visib le to the clien tele...In  that  

w ay, it  has been a key aspect  of how  I?ve 

developed m y pract ice in  25 years.?

- Bruce R. Parker
Venable LLP

Baltim ore, Maryland USA
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Hear Bruce ta lk about how his IADC m em bership has 
helped him  develop his practice by playing the video 
above.

AMICUS CURIAE PROGRAM

The IADC?s Am icus Curiae p rog ram  im proves the civil 

just ice system  th rough appellate advocacy. The IADC 

regu larly f iles b riefs in  pend ing  cases th roughout  the 

Un ited  States to support  a w ide variety of defense issues 

of b road  app licat ion .

PARTICIPATION THROUGH IADC 

COMMITTEES
The heart  of the Associat ion  is it s m ore than  th ree dozen 

Com m it tees th rough w h ich  m em bers netw ork, expand 

and bu ild  skills, and  further the ob ject ives of the defense 

bar and  business com m unity. Substan t ive Law  

Com m it tees are open to all m em bers and  are excellen t  

venues in  w h ich  to connect  w ith  others w ith  sim ilar 

in terests and  expert ise. Com m it tees m eet  at  the Annual 

and  Midyear Meet ings, develop  Web inars, pub lish  

new slet ters and  Defense Counsel Journal art icles, share 

ideas and resources th rough conference calls and  on line 

Com m unit ies, and  w ork on  special p rojects.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehnwx0uA8pk


RESOURCES

The IADC provides it s m em bersh ip  w ith  a num ber of benef icial resources and opportun it ies to engage in  

and  u t ilize in  order to fu rther develop  a w orthw h ile return  on  their investm ent  in  the Associat ion . 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDES

Various IADC Substan t ive Law  Com m it tees have created  qu ick reference gu ides that  p rovide b rief 

overview s of ru les and  regu lat ions by state or count ry that  are g reat  resources and reference tools for you 

and your clien ts.

SCHOLARLY OPPORTUNITIES

The IADC prom otes academ ic d ialogue th rough the pub licat ion  of it s quarterly Defense Counsel Journal. 
Pub lished cont inuously since 1934 , the Journal is an  in ternat ionally respected  pub licat ion  that  focuses on  

top ical and  scholarly legal issues involving  substan t ive law, p rocedures, and  t rial techn iques. The IADC also 

offers all m em bers the opportun ity to con t ribu te art icles to Substan t ive Law  Com m it tee m onth ly 

new slet ters w h ich  p rovide up -to-date in form at ion  on  im portan t  legal developm ents. 

ONLINE MEMBER COMMUNITIES

Our on line d iscussion  g roups (IADC Com m unit ies) are designed to facilit ate in teract ive conversat ions 

betw een IADC colleagues w ho have sim ilar in terests. They p rovide a forum  to share ideas and quest ions 

related  to specif ic specialt ies, p rovide m em bers a w ay to d iscover best  p ract ices and  new s in  a qu ick and  

easy m anner, as w ell as subm it  expert  w itness inqu iries. IADC Com m unit ies enhance com m unicat ion  

am ong  m em bers and  allow  you to benef it  f rom  the experience, know ledge, and  w isdom  of your peers.



Th ink  IADC First  is a p rog ram  designed to p rom ote w ays m em bers can  m ake and receive referrals w hen 

the opportun ity arises to refer business, includ ing  th rough the IADC w ebsite and  m any netw orking  

act ivit ies. W ith  the talen t  and  expert ise of our m em bers, you can be conf iden t  that  your clien t  w ill be w ell 

represented  w hen referred  to an  IADC m em ber.
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BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

The IADC has an  annual reten t ion  rate of approxim ately 93 percent  of it s m em bersh ip. Th is is a testam ent  

to m any factors. The IADC does offer excellen t  benef it s and  a special environm ent  in  w h ich  law yers of a 

certain  level of experience can in teract  p rofessionally. But  w hat  the IADC offers goes beyond the p ract ice 

of law. IADC m em bers are not  just  colleagues but  f riends, and  their fam ilies get  to know  each other at  

m eet ings that  often  resu lt  in  close relat ionsh ips that  cross con t inen ts. The IADC is not  just  a netw ork of 

p rofessionals but  a fam ily. It  is that  d ist inct  sp irit  of f riendsh ip  and  com m unity that  m ake the IADC special.

BEYOND THE PROFESSION

?Th is is p robab ly one of the best  organ izat ions to belong  to because 

you don?t  have to leave your fam ily at  hom e here w ith  the IADC. I 

t h ink w hen you speak to your spouse or sign if ican t  other about  

join ing  a p rofessional organ izat ion , you can in form  them  that  the 

IADC is a fam ily. It  really in teg rates ch ild ren  and spouses and 

sign if ican t  others in  the organ izat ion , in  the act ivit ies, and  it  really is 

an  opportun ity to share your p rofessional life w ith  your fam ily.?

- Laura  De Santos
Gordon & Rees, LLP
Houston, Texas USA

Play Laura 's video to hear how personal rela tionships and 
fam ily are incorporated in the IADC. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNV_1Ne3C2M


Mem bersh ip  w ith  the IADC not  on ly w ill posit ively im pact  your business, bu t  w ill extend  to all other areas 

of your life. 

IADC m em bersh ip  is by invitat ion-on ly and  m em bers are thorough ly vet ted . 

For m ore in form at ion  on  the IADC:

- Visit  w w w.iadclaw.org

- Em ail m em bersh ip@iadclaw.org  R
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THE IADC INVESTMENT

http://www.iadclaw.org
mailto:membership@iadclaw.org


In t ernat ional Associat ion  of  

Defense Counsel

303 West  Mad ison, Su ite 925

Chicago, IL 60606 USA

w w w.iadclaw.org

Phone: 1.312.368.1494

in fo@iadclaw.org

http://www.iadclaw.org
mailto:info@iadclaw.org
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