
Dean, Dean-Elect, and President

Fred “Tripp” M. Haston, III, Corporate Counsel College Dean 
Bradley LLP
Birmingham, Alabama USA
thaston@bradley.com

Tripp Haston is the Dean of the IADC’s Corporate Counsel College. He is 
a partner at Bradley LLP and Co-Chairs its Life Sciences Industry Team 
representing a broad spectrum of clients on regional, national, and international 
engagements. He has been recognized in numerous leading attorney directories 

including The Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA, Benchmark Litigation, and The International 
Who’s Who of Product Liability Defence Lawyers. Mr. Haston has served numerous clients as national 
trial and coordinating counsel as well as a national team member in individual actions as well as mass 
tort and multi-district litigation. His experience has involved matters throughout North America, 
South America, Europe, and Asia. He is a Past President of the IADC and currently serves as its Asian 
Membership Envoy.

Joseph E. O’Neil, Corporate Counsel College Dean-Elect
Lavin, O’Neil, Cedrone & DiSipio
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania USA
joneil@lavin-law.com

Joseph E. O’Neil is a shareholder of Lavin O’Neil Cedrone & DiSipio in 
Philadelphia. He has more than 35 years of courtroom experience as a trial 
lawyer defending major corporations in complex litigation throughout the 
United States. Mr. O’Neil previously served as President of the International 

Association of Defense Counsel (IADC) and on the Board of Directors of DRI, LCJ, and IADC. He is a 
Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and is admitted to practice law in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Rhode Island. Mr. O’Neil was named “Lawyer of the Year – Philadelphia Product Liability 
Litigation” in 2015 and he is annually recognized by The Best Lawyers in America, Best Attorneys in 
Pennsylvania, The International Who’s Who of Product Liability Defence Lawyers, The International 
Who’s Who of Business Lawyers, and Pennsylvania Super Lawyers. 



Andrew Kopon Jr., IADC President
Kopon Airdo, LLC
Chicago, Illinois USA
akopon@koponairdo.com 

Andrew Kopon is a founding member of Kopon Airdo, LLC in Chicago. His 
trial practice focuses on complex civil litigation matters, including mass tort 
litigation, product liability litigation, wrongful death, and catastrophic injury 
cases, as well as pharmacy malpractice and coverage litigation matters. He 

currently serves as national counsel for a religious risk pooling trust, overseeing its healthcare and 
employment litigation. He previously served as national litigation counsel for a commercial product 
manufacturer.
 
Mr. Kopon is Martindale-Hubbell® AV Preeminent™ rated and has been recognized by Illinois Super 
Lawyers and Leading Lawyers Network for multiple years. Mr. Kopon is currently serving as the 
President of the IADC, 2017-2018. He has worked with the IADC Foundation and is also an active 
member of the Defense Research Institute and the Illinois Association of Defense Trial Counsel. He 
received his B.A. from Providence College and his J.D. from The John Marshall Law School.



Moderators

Rebecca Weinstein Bacon
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott
Chicago, Illinois USA
rweinstein.bacon@bartlit-beck.com 

Rebecca Weinstein Bacon is a trial lawyer in the Chicago office of Bartlit 
Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott. She has a nationwide practice with a focus 
on pharmaceutical products liability, anti-trust, consumer class actions, and 
commercial disputes for Fortune 500 companies. Ms. Bacon tried one of the 

only consumer class action cases to go to trial, which resulted in a defense verdict for Whirlpool. 
She also tried a rare “pattern and practice” employment discrimination suit brought by the EEOC 
against Texas Roadhouse Restaurants. Ms. Bacon has represented pharmaceutical companies in their 
most important mass torts where she has played a variety of key roles including serving on trial 
teams for bellwhether cases. She also has experience winning appeals. Her representations include 
the WeightSmart/Carrera litigation for Bayer, which led to one of the seminal class action decisions 
related to ascertainability. In that litigation, she led a team that defeated class certification at the 
district court for all but one state in which certification was sought. She obtained appellate review of 
the one certified state class and argued before the Third Circuit. The Third Circuit reversed the class 
certification decision and remanded to the district court. The plaintiffs petitioned rehearing en banc, 
but in a 9-4 opinion, the Third Circuit denied the request for rehearing.  

Ms. Bacon teaches and speaks on trial skills, high tech trial techniques, social media issues, and 
electronic discovery; her views on the use of alternative fees in high-stakes litigation have been 
featured in the ABA Journal. Crain’s recently recognized her as one of the “Most Influential Women 
Lawyers in Chicago 2017.”

Mark Behrens
Shook, Hardy & Bacon, L.L.P.
Washington, District of Columbia USA 
mbehrens@shb.com

Mark Behrens co-chairs Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.’s Public Policy Group. 
He has been involved in civil justice issues, liability law, and defense litigation 
for more than 25 years. A substantial part of his practice is working to improve 
the civil litigation environment through legislation – in the courts through 

amicus curiae briefs on behalf of business, civil justice, and defense lawyer organizations; through 
legal scholarship and judicial education; and in the court of public opinion. Mr. Behrens chairs the 
IADC’s Civil Justice Response Committee. In 2016, he received the IADC’s Joan Fullam Irick Award 
for his work on that committee. In 2015, he received the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform’s 
Individual Achievement Award. Mr. Behrens received a B.A. in Economics from the University of 
Wisconsin and is a graduate of Vanderbilt University Law School.



John T. Lay, Jr.
Gallivan, White & Boyd, P.A.
Columbia, South Carolina USA 
jlay@gwblawfirm.com

John T. Lay is a shareholder of Gallivan, White & Boyd. He has an active trial 
practice with extensive experience in business litigation, legal malpractice, 
false claims act litigation, and product liability. He has tried more than 100 
cases to verdict. Mr. Lay has been recognized for inclusion in six categories of 

Best Lawyers in America, including Lawyer of the Year in 2017 for Mass Torts and Class Actions, and 
has received the honor of being a Top 25 South Carolina Super Lawyer. He is recognized in Chambers 
USA, Benchmark Litigation, and Who’s Who Legal: Life Science – Product Liability Defense. He is also 
a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers (ACTL).

Mr. Lay is Immediate Past President of the International Association of Defense Counsel. He is also a 
past president of the South Carolina Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates and the South 
Carolina Defense Trial Attorneys’ Association.  

Colin Loveday
Clayton Utz
Sydney, Australia 
cloveday@claytonutz.com

Colin Loveday heads the Clayton Utz product liability group. He is an 
experienced trial lawyer with particular expertise in the defence of product 
liability actions involving class actions and multi-plaintiff tort claims and 
has worked extensively with defence lawyers in other jurisdictions in the 

coordinated defence of multi-national mass tort claims.

Over the past decade, Mr. Loveday has been intimately involved in the development of Australia’s 
product liability laws and in the majority of class actions and mass tort cases in this area. His defence 
work includes a variety of prescription products and medical devices; infrastructure failures; financial 
products; and other consumer products. He is internationally recognised for his work in the field 
of drug and device litigation. He has worked extensively with in-house counsel and lawyers in the 
US and Europe developing international defence strategies and working with international expert 
witnesses.

Mr. Loveday also has a special interest advising manufacturing, pharmaceutical, and medical device 
clients on regulatory requirements; clinical trials; labeling and advertising issues; product recalls 
and hazard alerts; and priorities management issues. He practised as a barrister in New South Wales 
between 1985 and 1990, when he became a partner at Clayton Utz. He is a member of the International 
Association of Defense Counsel, the Australian Product Liability Association, the Defense Research 
Institute, and is the former chair of the Product Law and Advertising Committee of the International 
Bar Association.



Moderators

Dana C. Lumsden
Bradley LLP
Charlotte, North Carolina USA 
dlumsden@bradley.com

Dana Lumsden, a partner at Bradley LLP, is a strategic business litigator and 
trusted legal advisor. His practice focuses on business litigation, including 
intellectual property disputes; securities litigation; investigations and 
enforcement proceedings; and the resolution of regulatory controversies 

concerning the consumer financial services industry. Mr. Lumsden advises and represents domestic 
and international companies, including some of the world’s largest financial institutions and 
manufacturers. In class action matters, he has successfully defended clients in putative class actions 
involving ERISA, securities, banking, and consumer finance claims. He also advises clients in the 
assessment of litigation risk and has the temperament and analytical approach to detail that often 
leads to the pre-litigation resolution of disputes. He has tried cases in jurisdictions throughout the 
country and is admitted to practice before the New York, North Carolina, and Massachusetts state 
courts; the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit; the United States District Courts 
for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York; the United States District Courts for the Eastern, 
Middle, and Western Districts of North Carolina; and the United States District Court for the District 
of Massachusetts. In addition, he regularly practices before the North Carolina Business Court.

Mr. Lumsden has been recognized as a top lawyer in the field of commercial litigation by Business 
North Carolina magazine. As managing partner of the firm’s Charlotte office, Dana devotes his time to 
the legal profession and to the community, including work for and leadership on committees for the 
International Association of Defense Counsel (IADC), the North Carolina Bar Association, and the 
Mecklenburg County Bar Association. Dana is a member of the Board of Directors of the Charlotte 
Chamber of Commerce and is Chair-Elect of the Board of Trustees of the Charlotte Ballet.

Aldos Vance
Altec, Inc.
Birmingham, Alabama USA 
al.vance@altec.com

Al Vance is Associate General Counsel at Altec, Inc., and also serves as the 
General Counsel of Altec Industries, Inc., the leading equipment and service 
provider for the electric utility, telecommunications, construction, tree 
care, and lights and signs markets. He is responsible for managing Altec’s 

international network of outside counsel as it pertains to employment and labor matters. He is also 
responsible for associate and product safety.

Prior to joining Altec, Mr. Vance was a partner in the law firm of Starnes & Atchison, LLP, and 
practiced with the firm for over a decade. His practice primarily included employment litigation, 
professional liability, insurance defense, and general litigation. The Legal 500 ranked him as one of 
the Top 100 Rising Stars amongst the nation’s corporate counsel. In 2010, he was also recognized in 
the Birmingham Business Journal Top 40 Under 40. He is a member of the International Association 
of Defense Counsel’s (IADC) Corporate Counsel Committee and former Chair for the Corporate 
Counsel Committee. Additionally, he is a member of the Association of Corporate Counsel and 
Minority Corporate Counsel Association. 



Donald F. (Fritz) Zimmer, Jr.
King & Spalding, LLP
San Francisco, California USA 
fzimmer@kslaw.com

Donald F. “Fritz” Zimmer, Jr. is Managing Partner of the King & Spalding 
San Francisco office. He defends pharmaceuticals, medical devices, toxic 
substances, consumer goods, and industrial equipment, along with handling 
commercial litigation. Mr. Zimmer has served as national counsel in mass tort 

litigation and as a member of national trial and science teams. He is a past IADC Board Member and 
was Director of the IADC Trial Academy in 2016. Who’s Who Legal rated him a Top 10 Most Highly 
Regarded Individual in the U.S. for Product Liability Defense in 2015 and 2017, noting that “he has an 
exhaustive knowledge of the market and is peerless in court.”



Speakers
Tiffany Amlot
Smiths Group Plc
Chicago, Illinois USA
tiffany.amlot@smiths.com

Tiffany Amlot is General Counsel at Smiths Group plc in Chicago, Illinois.

Andrew M.J. Arruda 
ROSS Intelligence 
San Francisco, California USA
andrew@rossintelligence.com

Andrew Arruda is a Canadian entrepreneur and lawyer. He is Chief Executive 
Officer and Co-Founder of the artificial intelligence company ROSS Intelligence, 
a leader in the legal technology industry. Mr. Arruda speaks internationally 
on the subjects of AI, legal technology, and entrepreneurship and has been 

featured in publications such as The New York Times, BBC, Wired, CNBC, CBS, Bloomberg, Fortune, 
Inc., Forbes, TechCrunch, The Washington Post, and The Financial Times. A member of the Forbes 
30 Under 30 class of 2017, as well as a 2016 TED Talks speaker, Mr. Arruda aims to forever change 
the way legal services are delivered. Prior to co-founding ROSS Intelligence, he worked at a Toronto 
litigation boutique and with the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade, and Development 
in Lisbon, Portugal.

Neil L. Bradley
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Washington, District of Columbia USA
nbradley@uschamber.com

Neil Bradley serves as Executive Vice President and Chief Policy Officer at 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, where he is responsible for aligning the 
organization’s overall policy priorities and advocacy efforts. Mr. Bradley 
directly oversees several of the Chamber’s policy divisions, including 

economic, national security, labor, healthcare, regulatory, environment, transportation, and small 
business policy.

Previously, Mr. Bradley was President of Chartwell Policy Solutions, LLC and Chief Strategy Officer 
for the Conservative Reform Network. He spent 20 years working in the House of Representatives, 
including 11 years working for the House Republican leadership. 



Mark S. Cheffo
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
New York, New York USA
markcheffo@quinnemanuel.com

Mark Cheffo is Co-Chair of Quinn Emanuel’s global product liability and 
mass torts practice. He represents defendants in products liability, insurance, 
and mass torts litigation, serving as national coordinating and trial counsel 
both in large, complex matters and in individual cases. He has represented 

pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers; designers of bioengineered agricultural products; 
and sellers of consumer and industrial products. 

Mr. Cheffo has served as lead or co-lead counsel in five MDL’s and several other coordinated mass 
tort proceedings. He is active in local bar associations and is a frequent lecturer on products liability 
issues. He also is very involved in pro bono efforts. Mr. Cheffo obtained a judgment of more than $1.7 
million for liability and legal fees on behalf of 11 restaurant workers in New York’s Chinatown. Among 
other recognitions, he has been selected for inclusion in Chambers USA: America’s Leading Lawyers 
for Business and The Best Lawyers in America.

Patrick J. Conlon
Exxon Mobil Corporation
Houston, Texas USA
patrick.j.conlon@exxonmobil.com

Patrick J. Conlon is litigation counsel and the Coordinator of Compliance and 
Investigations in the Exxon Mobil Corporation law department. He is located 
in Houston, Texas. His work responsibilities include compliance and FCPA 
internal investigations, climate change litigation, and responding to various 

state and federal government investigations. Prior to joining Exxon in 1991, Mr. Conlon was a 
litigation associate at Lowenstein Sandler in Roseland, New Jersey. He also served as an Assistant 
District Attorney and a Deputy Bureau Chief in the Manhattan District Attorney’s office from 1983 
to 1989. He is currently the Vice President of Corporate and Board Member of the International 
Association of Defense Counsel. He previously was a faculty member of the IADC Trial Academy 
held at Stanford Law School in Palo Alto, California. He received his J.D. from the University of 
Virginia School of Law in 1983.



Speakers
Aaron D. Crews
Littler Mendelson PC
Sacramento, California USA
acrews@littler.com

As Littler’s first Chief Data Analytics Officer, Aaron D. Crews brings an 
extensive background focused on the intersection of technology, business, 
and the law. Aaron manages the operations of Littler’s data analytics practice 
and leads the development and implementation of technology-based solutions 

that provide value to the firm and its clients. He also uses data analytics tools to facilitate process 
improvements and efficiencies, and assist in protocols for the secure handling of data.
 
Mr. Crews also has extensive experience conducting pay equity audits for all types of employers, 
from start-ups to Fortune 50 companies, and has helped develop the Littler Pay Equity Assessment™, 
including counseling employers on a broad range of state and federal issues related to pay equity, 
from compliance, to updating policies and job descriptions, to training managers and recruiters, and 
more. He previously served as one of the firm’s eDiscovery counsel. In that capacity, he also assisted 
with developing strategies for efficient and effective data harvesting; review and production; and 
implementing cost-shifting and cost reduction strategies.
 

Nancy M. Erfle
Gordon & Rees LLP
Portland, Oregon USA
nerfle@grsm.com

Nancy Erfle is a partner in the Tort & Product Liability Litigation and 
Environmental & Toxic Tort practice groups at Gordon & Rees Scully 
Mansukhani LLP and currently serves on the firm’s Executive Committee. Her 
practice is focused on litigation, specifically on the defense of pharmaceutical 

and medical device manufacturers; automotive manufacturers; agricultural chemical manufacturers; 
aviation manufacturers; as well as companies involved in commercial disputes. Ms. Erfle has served 
on national litigation teams and as lead local and regional counsel for both her pharmaceutical and 
automotive clients on many cases, including several mass tort cases. Ms. Erfle is currently serving as 
Lead National Coordinating Counsel as well as Lead Trial Counsel for a raw mineral mining company 
involved in a large mass tort pending throughout the United States. In 2007, she served on the faculty 
of the IADC Trial Academy and served as a Board Member for the IADC from 2012 to 2015. She 
is currently Trial Academy Director-Elect and will lead the Academy in 2019. She is consistently 
recognized by Super Lawyers, Best Lawyers in America, Benchmark Litigation, and the International 
Who’s Who of Products Liability. In 2017, she was named a Law 360 Product Liability MVP.

Larissa A. Eustice
Bayer Corporation
Whippany, New Jersey USA
larissa.eustice@bayer.com

Larissa A. Eustice focuses her practice on mass-tort pharmaceutical product 
liability litigation and is engaged in in all phases of the litigation process, 
including motion practice, discovery, and deposition and trial preparation.     



Gregory Gochanour
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
Chicago, Illinois USA
gregory.gochanour@eeoc.gov

Gregory Gochanour is Regional Attorney for the EEOC’s Chicago District Office, which covers 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, and South Dakota. He joined the EEOC as a trial 
attorney in January 1993 and was promoted to his present position in January 2017. Mr. Gochanour  
taught employment discrimination as an adjunct professor at Loyola University of Chicago Law 
School from 2006 to 2016. He received his undergraduate degree, with honors, in economics from the 
University of Chicago in 1983 and his law degree from the University of Michigan in 1986.

Cathy Havener Greer
Wells, Anderson & Race, LLC
Denver, Colorado USA
cgreer@warllc.com

Cathy Havener Greer has been practicing law since 1976. After serving as an 
assistant attorney general for the state of Colorado, as counsel to the Colorado 
Bank Commissioner, and the Colorado Savings and Loan Commissioner, as 
well as serving as an assistant prosecuting attorney in Missouri, she entered 

private practice in 1987. Since then, she has focused on civil litigation, primarily in the areas of 
business litigation, employment, and civil rights defense. Her practice includes the defense of 
corporations and public entities and officials in federal and state trial and appellate courts, as well 
as before administrative agencies. Her practice also involves advising corporations on electronic 
discovery, document preservation, and retention issues.

Ms. Greer served as a board member of the Center for Legal Inclusiveness and served as the co-chair 
of the Pipeline Working Group of the Deans’ Diversity Council. Ms. Greer was the Dean of the 2010 
Corporate Counsel College of the International Association of Defense Counsel. She has been listed 
in every edition of Colorado’s Super Lawyers and is recognized in Best Lawyers in America. She is 
named a 2018 Best Lawyers® Lawyer for Litigation – Labor and Employment. She is a frequent speaker 
in Colorado and nationally on employment, risk prevention, and constitutional and civil rights issues. 
She participated in the Oxford Strategic Leadership Program at the University of Oxford Templeton 
College in 2002, and was an invited lecturer there in 2003. Ms. Greer is a member of the IADC and 
served as a member of the IADC Executive Committee from 2001 through 2004, as a past Dean of the 
Corporate Counsel College, and as a faculty member at the 1998 IADC Trial Academy.



Speakers
Ben W. Heineman, Jr.
New Canaan, Connecticut USA
benheineman@gmail.com

Ben W. Heineman, Jr. was GE’s Senior Vice President-General Counsel from 
1987 to 2003, and then Senior Vice President for Law and Public Affairs from 
2004 until his retirement at the end of 2005. He is currently Senior Fellow 
at Harvard Law School’s program on the legal profession and its program on 
corporate governance and is Senior Fellow at the Belfer Center for Science 

and International Affairs at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. He has also been a lecturer at 
Yale Law School. A Rhodes Scholar, editor-in-chief of the Yale Law Journal, and law clerk to Supreme 
Court Justice Potter Stewart,  Mr. Heineman was assistant secretary for policy at the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare and practiced public interest law and constitutional law prior to 
his service at GE. His new book, “The Inside Counsel Revolution: Resolving the Partner-Guardian 
Tension,” was  published in the spring of 2016 by Ankerwycke, the trade imprint of the American Bar 
Association. Another recent book, “High Performance with High Integrity,” was published in June 
2008 by the Harvard Business Press. He writes and lectures frequently on business, law, public policy, 
and international affairs. He is also the author of books on British race relations and the American 
presidency. 

He is a member of the American Philosophical Society, a fellow of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, and a former member of the National Academy of Science’s Committee on Science, 
Technology, and Law. He is recipient of the American Lawyer magazine’s Lifetime Achievement Award, 
the Lifetime Achievement Award of Corporate Counsel magazine, and the Lifetime Achievement 
Award of Board Member magazine. He was named one of the Top 50 Innovators in Law in the Past 
50 Years by American Lawyer, one of America’s 100 Most Influential Lawyers by the National Law 
Journal, one of the 100 Most Influential Individuals on Business Ethics by Ethisphere magazine, and 
one of the 100 Most Influential People in Corporate Governance by the National Association of 
Corporate Directors. He serves on the boards of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, Central European University, and Transparency International 
- USA. He received his B.A. in History from Harvard College, his B.Litt in Political Sociology from 
Oxford University, and his J.D. from Yale Law School. 	

Honorable Abdul K. Kallon
United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama
Birmingham, Alabama USA
abdulkallon@gmail.com

Judge Abdul Kallon serves as a United States District Judge for the Northern 
District of Alabama. Judge Kallon was appointed to the United States District 
Court bench in 2010 by President Barack Obama. Before his appointment, 
Judge Kallon was in private practice for 15 years in Birmingham, Alabama.



Christian Lawrence
Lighthouse eDiscovery
Seattle, Washington USA
clawrence@lighthouseglobal.com

Christian Lawrence is a founder and EVP at Lighthouse, a global leader in 
eDiscovery and information governance solutions for corporations and law 
firms. Prior to the merger between Lighthouse and Discovia in 2017, he served 
as Discovia’s CEO. Like Lighthouse, Discovia consistently and significantly 

outperformed industry growth. Discovia was the first company to publish an accuracy rate and 
deliver a fixed price managed service. Mr. Lawrence’s focus was on client management, innovation, 
business strategy, and culture development. He received his B.A. in Economics from the University of 
Cambridge, UK and holds an M.B.A. from Stanford University’s Graduate School of Business.

Matthew Lepore
BASF
Florham Park, New Jersey USA
matt.lepore@basf.com

Matthew Lepore serves as the General Counsel & Chief Compliance Officer of 
BASF Corporation, the North American affiliate of BASF SE, the world’s largest 
chemical company. In this role, he serves as the Senior Legal, Compliance, and 
Government Affairs Officer for BASF in North America, and also serves as a 

member of the company’s North American Executive Committee and its Global Leadership Team.

Before coming to BASF, Mr. Lepore was the Corporate Secretary & Chief Governance Counsel for 
Pfizer, Inc., a Partner with DLA Piper US LLP in Washington, DC, and a trial attorney in the U.S. 
Department of Justice. Mr. Lepore serves as a Trustee with the Volunteer Lawyers for Justice in New 
Jersey. 

Lisa A. Rickard
U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform 
Washington, District of Columbia USA
lrickard@uschamber.com
 
Lisa A. Rickard has served as president of the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal 
Reform (ILR) since 2003. Under her leadership, ILR has developed from a 
strong national legal reform organization into a comprehensive, multifaceted 
global legal reform campaign with cutting-edge legislative advocacy, 

communications, and voter education initiatives.
 
Previously, Ms. Rickard led government affairs practices for Fortune 500 companies Dow Chemical 
and Ryder System, Inc., and was a partner in the Washington, D.C. law firm of Akin, Gump, Strauss, 
Hauer & Feld. Her honors include being named one of the nation’s Most Influential Lawyers by 
National Law Journal, and winning the Burton Foundation Legend in Law award.



Speakers
Rod J. Rosenstein
United States Deputy Attorney General
Washington, District of Columbia USA

Rod J. Rosenstein is the 37th Deputy Attorney General of the United States. 
As Deputy Attorney General, he advises and assists the Attorney General 
in formulating and implementing Department of Justice policies and 
programs and in providing overall supervision to all organizational units of 
the Department of Justice. Mr. Rosenstein has spent more than 27 years in 

government service. After graduating from the Wharton School of Business and Harvard Law School, 
Mr. Rosenstein started his legal career as a law clerk to Judge Douglas H. Ginsburg of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. Mr. Rosenstein began his career with the 
Department as an attorney with the Attorney General’s Honors Program and previously served as U.S. 
Attorney for the District of Maryland from 2005 to 2017. 

Vincent H. Scott
PwC
Cincinnati, Ohio USA
vincent.h.scott@pwc.com

Vincent Scott is a Manager in PwC’s OneCyber organization focusing on 
cyber security strategy, incident response, intelligence, and privacy. Mr. 
Scott has more than 27 years of experience in government and industry. He 
joined the firm in 2016 after a career which included extensive experience 

in the intelligence community, as well global commercial enterprise. He assists PwC clients with a 
broad range of issues including advising Chief Information Security Officers; assisting with security 
planning and budgeting; program management; incident response and incident response planning; 
exercises; and evaluating system of system technology solutions to improve security in ways that 
maximize return on investment. He holds a number of cyber security certifications and degrees 
including Certified Information Systems Security Professional (CISSP), a DoD/CNSS certified 
Information Systems Security Professional (ISSP), Incident Handler Engineer (IHE), and certified 
Senior Systems Manager (SSM). 



Alexandra Simotta
SIX Payment Services (Austria) GmbH
Vienna, Austria
alexandra.simotta@six-group.com

Alexandra Simotta is a lawyer trained in Austria and New York currently 
positioned as Senior Legal Counsel for SIX Payment Services Austria, a 
Swiss held Austrian Bank. She advises the company in a variety of legal 
areas, including civil and civil procedural law; banking (supervisory) law; 

commercial law; contract law; and corporate law. She has advised the company in the revision of the 
general terms and conditions, advised throughout an M&A transaction, and has lead several projects 
before the Austrian Financial Market Authority. Currently, she manages a team of lawyers in the 
Austrian version of a class action lawsuit. 

Before her in-house position, Alexandra used to work in private practice mainly in the fields of 
corporate litigation and arbitration. She received her LL.M. from New York University and her law 
degree from University of Vienna, and therefore has a broad understanding of both common and 
civil law.

Sarah E. Statz 
American Express
New York, New York USA
Sarah.E.Statz@aexp.com

Sarah Statz is Vice President and Senior Counsel for American Express and 
a member of the Technology & Digital Law Group in the General Counsel 
Organization. She is responsible for international cybersecurity legal issues. 
In this role, Ms. Statz works closely with American Express technology and 

information security teams to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements; respond to cyber 
related regulatory examinations; review and develop information security policies and procedures; 
and engage in breach preparedness planning. She also negotiates information security provisions in 
global contracts and works on lobbying efforts related to cybersecurity legislation and cybersecurity 
insurance issues.

Prior to American Express, Ms. Statz was a Senior Associate at King & Spalding in Atlanta. While at 
King & Spalding, she was member of the firm’s Business Litigation Practice Group and the Privacy 
& Information Security Practice. In this role, she advised clients on requirements for compliance 
with state and federal data protection and privacy laws; advised clients on cyber insurance matters; 
drafted privacy policies for client websites and mobile applications; developed comprehensive data 
security and privacy programs and training resources; managed investigations of data security 
breaches; assisted clients with investigations by state and federal regulators; and defended litigation, 
including class action litigation, arising out of data security and privacy incidents. She is a member 
of the International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP) and is a Certified Information 
Privacy Manager (CIPM). She received a B.S.B. in actuary science and finance from the University of 
Minnesota and her law degree from Vanderbilt University.
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Sarah Teachout
Trinity Industries, Inc.
Dallas, Texas USA
sara.teachout@trin.net

Sarah Teachout is the Vice President and Deputy General Counsel at Trinity 
Industries, Inc. Trinity is a Dallas-based diversified industrial company 
that provides infrastructure-related products and services ranging from 
barges; storage and distribution containers; construction aggregates; and 

highway products to wind towers; utility structures; railcars; and railcar leasing, management, and 
maintenance services. She is responsible for managing Trinity’s litigation enterprise-wide (including 
commercial; labor and employment; product liability; and environmental health and safety litigation) 
and overseeing regulatory matters. Prior to joining Trinity, she was a partner at Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld.

Brennan J. Torregrossa 
GlaxoSmithKline 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania USA
brennan.j.torregrossa@gsk.com 

Brennan Torregrossa is Vice President and Associate General Counsel in 
GlaxoSmithKline’s litigation department. In this role, he represents the 
company in litigation and government investigations. Mr. Torregrossa also 
serves as the Head of GSK’s Global External Legal Relations Team (GELRT). 

GELRT is a cross functional team devoted to securing all outside counsel engagements for the company 
and employing value-based fee arrangements whenever feasible. Prior to joining GlaxoSmithKline, he 
was a partner at Dechert LLP in the Product Liability practice group.  

Thane Vallette
HP, Inc.
Houston, Texas USA
Thane.vallette@hp.com

Thane Vallette is an Associate General Counsel in the Litigation group for 
HP, Inc. In this role, Mr. Vallette oversees the team’s metrics and reporting, 
manages a number of litigation and investigative matters, and is responsible 
for the company’s discovery process. Before joining HP, Inc., Mr. Vallette was 

Senior Counsel in the litigation group for Allianz. In this role he managed a large docket of complex 
commercial litigation matters across the United States.  Mr. Vallette began his legal career at Jones Day 
where he was an associate in the firm’s litigation group.


