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Foundation Forum – Immaculée Ilibagiza
Sunday, February 11     10:15 - 11:30 a.m. 
Immaculée Ilibagiza was born and raised in a small village in Rwanda, Africa. She enjoyed a peaceful 
childhood with her loving parents and three brothers. Education was very important in her household, so 
it was no surprise that she did well in school and went on to the National University of Rwanda to study 
electrical and mechanical engineering. It was while she was home from school on Easter break in 1994 that 
Immaculée’s life was transformed forever. 

On April 6 of that year, the Rwandan President’s plane was shot down over the capital city of Kigali. This 
assassination of the Hutu president sparked months of massacres of Tutsi tribe members throughout the country. Not even small, rural 
communities like Immaculée’s were spared from the house-by-house slaughtering of men, women, and children. 

To protect his only daughter from rape and murder, Immaculée’s father told her to run to a local pastor’s house for protection. The pastor 
quickly sheltered Immaculée and seven other women in a hidden 3 x 4 foot bathroom. For the next 91 days, Immaculée and the other 
women huddled silently in this small room, while the genocide raged outside the home and throughout the country.

After 91 days, Immaculée was finally liberated from her hiding place only to face a horrific reality. Immaculée emerged from that 
small bathroom weighing just 65 pounds, and finding her entire family brutally murdered, with the exception of one brother who was 
studying abroad. She also found nearly one million of her extended family, friends, neighbors ,and fellow Rwandans massacred. After the 
genocide, Immaculée came face-to-face with the man who killed her mother and one of her brothers. After enduring months of physical, 
mental and spiritual suffering, Immaculée was still able to offer the unthinkable, telling the man, “I forgive you.” 

In 1998, Immaculée emigrated from Rwanda to the United States where she continued her work for peace through the United Nations. 
During that time, she shared her story with co-workers and friends who were so impacted by her testimony they insisted she write it 
down. Three days after finishing her manuscript, she met best-selling author Dr. Wayne W. Dyer, who, within minutes of meeting her, 
offered to publish her book. Dyer is quoted as saying, “There is something much more than charisma at work here – Immaculée not only 
writes and speaks about unconditional love and forgiveness, but she radiates it wherever she goes.” 

Immaculée has received honorary doctoral degrees from the University of Notre Dame, Saint John’s University, Seton Hall University, 
Siena College, Walsh University and the Catholic University of America. She has been recognized and honored with numerous 
humanitarian awards including The Mahatma Gandhi International Award for Reconciliation and Peace, the American Legacy’s Women 
of Strength & Courage Award and the 2015 National Speaker’s Association’s Master of Influence Award. 

The Foundation Forum speaker is sponsored by The Foundation of the IADC.

General Interest/Book Review – Bill Browder
Tuesday, February 13     10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Bill Browder will join us live via video conference to discuss his book Red Notice: A True Story of High 
Finance, Murder, and One Man’s Fight for Justice. IADC Past President Rob Hunter will moderate.

Browder is the founder and CEO of Hermitage Capital Management, which was the investment adviser to the 
largest foreign investment fund in Russia until 2005, when Mr. Browder was denied entry to the country and 
declared a “threat to national security” as a result of his battle against corporate corruption.

Following his expulsion, the Russian authorities raided his offices, seized Hermitage Fund’s investment companies and used them to 
steal $230 million of taxes that the companies had previously paid. When Browder’s lawyer, Sergei Magnitsky, investigated the crime, 
he was arrested by the same officers he implicated, tortured for 358 days, and killed in custody at the age of 37 in November 2009.

Since then, Browder has been fighting for justice for Mr. Magnitsky. The Russian government exonerated and even promoted some of 
the officials involved. Browder took the case to America, where his campaigning led to the US Congress adopting the ‘Sergei Magnitsky 
Rule of Law Accountability Act’ in 2012, which imposed visa sanctions and asset freezes on those involved in the detention, ill-treatment 
and death of Sergei Magnitsky (as well as in other human rights abuses). This law was the first time the US sanctioned Russia in 35 years 
and became the model for all subsequent US sanctions against Russia. Similar legislation in Magnitsky’s name was passed in October 
2017 in Canada, and Browder is currently working on similar legislative efforts across the European Union.


