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• What has been local counsel’s experience?
• Does the judge conduct voir dire and to what extent?
• Will the judge allow counsel to participate or ask follow-up questions?
• Does the judge require voir dire questions to be filed in advance?
• To what extent will the judge allow parties to address the facts of the case?

• By lawyers’ questions?
• By a joint statement of the facts that is read during voir dire?

• How long does the judge allow each side for voir dire?
• Will a court reporter be present?
• Will the judge provide juror/biographical information in advance? If so, when?

Voir Dire



• How many potential jurors will be called?
• How many jurors will be seated?

• Are there alternates?  How many?
• How many peremptory strikes does each side get? 

• When are they made - before or after strikes for cause?
• Should they be exercised immediately after each prospective juror is questioned?

• How does the judge handle strikes for cause?
• Are strikes limited to individuals “in the box” or across the board?

• How are strikes exercised? 
• One at a time or alternating between parties?
• Can a juror be stricken after being previously passed?

Voir Dire Procedure:



• Allowed by the judge?
• What samples has the judge used before?
• How can you weave in your case themes?
• Is a meet & confer required with opposing counsel?
• When will you get the responses?  In what format?

Jury Questionnaire:





Jurors are like icebergs – only ten percent of them
is what you see in court. What you see above
water are the demographics: gender, age and
ethnicity. Below the water are life experiences,
attitudes, predispositions which are predictive of
their verdict orientation.
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