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Matt Cairns is Associate General Counsel-Litigation for Textron Inc. in Providence, Rhode Island 
(www.textron.com) where he manages the products liability portfolio for Textron’s specialized vehicle 
product lines including E-Z-GO golf cars, Cushman utility vehicles, Arctic Cat snowmobiles and off-road 
vehicles, and TUG ground support equipment.  Prior to joining Textron in January 2018, Matt practiced 
law for 31 years in Concord, New Hampshire, most recently with Gallagher, Callahan & Gartrell where 
he handled all manner of civil cases. As he likes to say, “he defended spokes on the axis of evil.”  Matt 
has been a member of the IADC since 2002, attended his first summer meeting in Maui in 2003 (which 
his kids still talk about), and was on the 2013 Trial Academy faculty. From 2010-2011, Matt was the 
President of DRI. He is a graduate of Brown University and Case Western Reserve School of Law. While 
he does work deeply, he remains easily distracted. 
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