
What is an exhibit?



“Laying Foundation” for Exhibits

Foundation = 
proving the 

exhibit is 
reliable and 

relevant 



“Laying Foundation” for Exhibits

• Discretion of court per FRE 611(a)

• Based on case law & local practice

• Stipulations



“Laying Foundation” for Exhibits

• Admissibility

• Not Hearsay 

• Or Non Hearsay Purpose



What’s the Process? Simple Steps

• Exhibit is marked with a number 
• Show exhibit to opposing lawyer
• Ask judge permission to show exhibit to 

witness
• Give exhibit to witness



What’s the Process? Simple Steps

• Establish proper foundation for exhibit
– Familiar with it?
– How so?
– Accurate (e.g., true & correct copy, same or similar 

condition, etc.)?

• Offer exhibit into evidence 
• Ask permission to show publish or show 

exhibit to jury



Demonstration



Similar Steps for Other Exhibit Types

• Photographs

• Objects

• Diagrams/maps



Recurring Issues

• Move the exhibit into evidence

• Anticipate objections

• Don’t forget to lay foundation



Recurring Issues

• Focus on key exhibits

• Chain of custody for an object

• Have a plan for your visuals
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