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IN THIS ISSUE
The author discusses the Kevin Bacon of the legal world: Transportation Law. This ubiquitous field intersects
with a wide variety of other practice areas (or at least within six degrees), and the best way to navigate the
highways, skyways, and waterways across these interconnected topics is to get engaged with the IADC
Transportation Committee.

Six Degrees of Transportation Law
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When most people think of transportation
law, it brings to mind images of trains, ships,
trucks, and aircraft...and rightfully so. Since
becoming  involved in  the IADC
Transportation Committee a few years ago,
however, my perception has changed
slightly. It now reminds me more of a certain
prolific American actor and the popular
parlor game that bears his name.

For those who have never played Six Degrees
of Kevin Bacon, it involves players
challenging each other to arbitrarily choose
an actor and then connect them via films
that both actors have appeared in together.
This process is repeated to try and find the
shortest path that ultimately leads to Kevin
Bacon. The game is based on the premise
that anyone involved in the Hollywood film
industry can be linked through their film
roles to Bacon within six steps. For example,
one player might shout, “Marlon Brando!”
Another could then proceed by connecting
Brando to Al Pacino, who starred in The
Godfather alongside Brando. Pacino was in
Scarface with Michelle Pfeiffer, who
appeared in | Am Sam with Sean Penn, who
was in Mystic River with...you guessed it:
Kevin Bacon.

Transportation law, like Mr. Bacon in the
movie industry, is everywhere. Defense
lawyers and in-house attorneys in almost
every area of the law will encounter it at one
time or another. Those who practice in
products liability representing
manufacturers may encounter a dispute
arising out of a train derailment like the one
that occurred recently in South Dakota, or a
plane crash, or a sinking ship. There could
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also be issues with a manufacturing or
pharmaceutical client obtaining materials
from overseas, giving rise to a contract
dispute. You have likely seen pictures on the
news of the dozens of ships waiting outside
the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to
be unloaded. You can imagine that such
back-ups are causing problems beyond just
your holiday shopping. Personal injury tort
cases involving trucking and railroad clients
also involve insurance issues, and the
available claims and defenses may vary not
just by jurisdiction but also by the
defendant’s status as a federal motor carrier
or classified railroad. Employment and
discrimination lawyers may deal with cases
involving public transportation, taxis, and
ride-share service providers. You may have
heard about the recent push by some states
to recognize ride-share drivers as
employees, as opposed to independent
contractors. Legal disputes in the oil/gas and
mining industries often overlap with
transportation law. The movement of
extracted minerals or waste from a drill site
and the delivery of equipment and workers
to a remote location are essential to the
work and can lead to a number of potential
claims.

By its very nature, transportation often
implicates legal issues that vary from state to
state and even country to country. Thus,
choice of law provisions and international
arbitration agreements frequently come into
play. There are also obvious connections
with government and administrative law,
stemming from the number of federal, state,
and local agencies and other regulatory
bodies that govern various parts of the
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industry — from licensing to shipping lanes to
cargo load sizes. In addition, there are
multiple emerging areas of law involving
transportation. Think autonomous vehicles
and drone delivery services. The interplay
between transportation and other legal
fields is, like Kevin Bacon’s connections to
other actors, more prominent than you
might think and, even at its most remote,
only a matter of degree.

In the 2002 cinematic triumph The
Transporter, Frank Martin (played by Jason
Statham?) says “Transportation is a precise
business.” This is true. The trains must arrive
on time; the cargo must be delivered
undamaged to the correct location; and the
planes must follow a highly coordinated and
specific schedule (apologies to anyone
reading this while waiting for a delayed flight
in an airport). As mentioned above, there are
also massive and complex administrative
agencies and regulatory schemes that
govern various parts of the transportation
industry, and they require specific actions
within specific timelines. The precision
necessary to successfully operate in the
field, however, does not limit the expanse of
legal issues one encounters; it often acts as
a multiplier.

Whether your practice is focused on one
particular field, you service a wide variety of
clients in multiple arenas, or you are in-
house counsel for a corporation or insurer,

1 C’'mon! You didn’t think | would mention an actor
and not play the game, did you? Statham starred in
The Italian Job with Mark Wahlberg, who was in The
Perfect Storm with John C. Reilly, who was in Chicago
with Renee Zellweger, who starred in Jerry McGuire
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you will undoubtedly encounter
transportation-related issues. Speaking from
experience, there is no better resource than
the IADC's Transportation Committee to
navigate these encounters. Access to this
group of highly qualified, experienced, and
dedicated professionals (they are, after all,
IADC members!) is invaluable. And the
committee’s members come  from
backgrounds and practice areas as varied as
transportation law itself. There are outside
counsel who represent large railroads and
airliners, in-house counsel for major
international cargo carriers, insurance
professionals, and lawyers like me, whose
practices do not focus exclusively on
transportation but have learned the value of
being associated with such a group. The
committee produces a wealth of helpful
content, including informative and
entertaining podcasts on various legal
issues, scholarly newsletter articles (this one
being an obvious exception), and numerous
roundtables and continuing legal education
presentations. In addition, committee
involvement provides the perfect
opportunity to make contacts and friends
that often lead to new clients, referrals, and
a broad network of first-rate legal minds
from around the globe that are only a phone
call or email away.

If you are like me, you may have trouble
describing yourself as a “transportation
lawyer.” What does that even mean? It

with Tom Cruise, who shouted “I want the truth!” at
a witness in A Few Good Men when Kevin Bacon’s
character should have been on his feet objecting
before Col. Jessup could utter the famous retort,
“You can’t handle the truth!”
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means a lot. And | have learned that, unlike
some categories of practice, transportation
law is less a pigeonhole and more a panoply.
Embrace it! Embrace your inner Kevin Bacon,
and get involved in the IADC Transportation
Committee. The resources, connections,
referrals, and friendships you find will be
priceless. Join us for a meeting, or attend a
webinar or presentation. It will not take long
for you to agree that the committee is far
more than just Planes, Trains, and
Automobiles (a great movie, which also
happens to feature...Kevin Bacon).
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Past Committee Newsletters

Visit the Committee’s newsletter archive
online at www.iadclaw.org to read other
articles published by the Committee. Prior
articles include:

JULY 2021
When Trucker’s Insurance Morphs into a

Surety Bond
David W. Kash

MAY 2021
U.S. Supreme Court grants Writ of Certiorari

in Boeing/Rolls Royce case to consider
arguments on interpretation of 28 U.S.C.
§1782

Mica Worthy and Susan Hofer

APRIL 2021

Ford Motor Company v. Montana Eighth
Judicial District —

“Specifically Dealing with Specific
Jurisdiction”

Mica Worthy and Susan Hofer

MARCH 2021
Addressing the Elephant in the Room
J. Mitchell Smith

FEBRUARY 2021

Get The ‘Jab’ or Lose Your Job:

How to Create an Enforceable COVID-19
Vaccination Policy (CVP) for Your Canadian

Workplace
Heather C. Devine

JANUARY 2021
U.S. Federal Leasing Mandates
David W. Kash
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DECEMBER 2020
The “Jerk and Jolt” Defense: Relief from a

Bumpy Road
Floyd G. Cottrell

NOVEMBER 2020

What Information from an NTSB Report is
Admissible Evidence in Court?

Susan Hofer and Mica Worthy

OCTOBER 2020

Is the Role of Independent Contractors
Being Extinguished?

Heather C. Devine

AUGUST 2020

It is Not a Toy —Standards and Risks
Involved with Personal Transportation
Vehicles

Matt Cairns

JULY 2020
FELA Second-Hand “Take Home” Claims in

the Era of Corona
J. Mitchell Smith

MAY 2020
A Primer on Preemption
David W. Kash
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